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The House met at 12 noon.

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

We pray for Your blessing, gracious
God, in all the moments of life from
the morning light to eventide, from the
rush of activity that greets each day to
the quiet and solitude when work is
over and time is past. Our petitions
reach out to You, O God, from the
early instants of life through all the
encounters of daily living until we rest
from our labors and the burdens of life
are over. As we contemplate the oppor-
tunities that are before us, we pray
that Your benediction will ever be with
us, Your counsel will lead us in the
right path, and Your grace will be suf-
ficient for our every need. In Your
name, we pray. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Mississippi [Mr. MONTGOMERY]
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MONTGOMERY led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
McDevitt, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate had passed with

amendments bills of the House of the
following titles in which concurrence
of the House is requested:

H.R. 2428. An act to encourage the dona-
tion of food and grocery products to non-
profit organizations for distribution to needy
individuals by giving the Model Good Samar-
itan Food Donation Act the full force and ef-
fect of law; and

H.R. 3269. An act to amend the Impact Aid
program to provide for a hold-harmless with
respect to amounts for payments relating to
the Federal acquisition of real property, and
for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the Senate agrees to the report of the
committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on
the amendments of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 3754) “An act making appro-
priations for the Legislative Branch for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
1997, and for other purposes.”

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills and concurrent
resolutions of the following titles in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. 1130. An act to provide for the establish-
ment of uniform accounting systems, stand-
ards, and reporting systems in the Federal
Government, and for other purposes;

S. 1559. An act to make technical correc-
tions to title 11, United States Code, and for
other purposes;

S. 1662. An act to establish areas of wilder-
ness and recreation in the State of Oregon,
and for other purposes;

S. 1735. An act to establish the United
States Tourism Organization as a non-
governmental entity for the purpose of pro-
moting tourism in the United States.

S. 1834. An act to reauthorize the Indian
Environmental General Assistance Program
Act of 1992, and for other purposes;

S. 1873. An act to amend the National Envi-
ronmental Education Act to extend the pro-
grams under the Act, and for other purposes;

S. 1931. An act to provide that the United
States Post Office and Courthouse building
located at 9 East Broad Street, Cookeville,
Tennessee, shall be known and designated as
the ““L. Clure Morton United States Post Of-
fice and Courthouse™’;

S. Con. Res. 52. Concurrent resolution to
recognize and encourage the convening of a
National Silver Haired Congress;

S. Con. Res. 68. Concurrent resolution to
correct technical errors in the enrollment of
the bill, H.R. 3103; and

S. Con. Res. 70. Concurrent resolution to
correct technical errors in the enrollment of
the bill, H.R. 1975.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 104-132, the
Chair, on behalf of the minority leader,
appoints Donald C. Dahlin, of South
Dakota, as a member of the Commis-
sion on the Advancement of Federal
Law Enforcement.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 104-132, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, appoints Robert M. Stewart,
of South Carolina, as a member of the
Commission on the Advancement of
Federal Law Enforcement.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 5, 1996.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 5 of Rule 111 of the
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives,
the Clerk received the following messages
from the Secretary of the Senate on Monday,
August 5, 1996 at 2:35 p.m.: that the Senate
agreed to conference report S. 1316, that the
Senate passed without amendment H.R. 1975,
that the Senate agreed to conference report
H.R. 3103, that the Senate passed without
amendment H.R. 3139, that the Senate agreed
to conference report H.R. 3448, that the Sen-
ate passed without amendment H.R. 3680,
that the Senate passed without amendment
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H.R. 3834, that the Senate passed without
amendment H.R. 3870, that the Senate passed
without amendment H. Con. Res. 208.
With warm regards,
ROBIN H. CARLE,
Clerk.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to
announce that pursuant to clause 4 of
Rule I, the Speaker signed the follow-
ing enrolled bills on Friday, August 2,
1996:

H.R. 782, to amend title 18 of the
United States Code to allow members
of employee associations to represent
their views before the United States
Government;

S. 1316, to reauthorize and amend
title X1V of the Public Health Service
Act (commonly known as the Safe
Drinking Water Act), and for other
purposes.

And Speaker pro tempore WOLF
signed the following enrolled bills on
Tuesday, August 6, 1996:

H.R. 1975, to improve the manage-
ment of royalties from Federal and
outer continental shelf oil and gas
leases, and for other purposes;

H.R. 2739, to provide for a representa-
tional allowance for Members of the
House of Representatives, to make
technical and conforming changes to
sundry provisions of law in con-
sequence of administrative reforms in
the House of Representatives, and for
other purposes;

H.R. 3103, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve port-
ability and continuity of health insur-
ance coverage in the group and individ-
ual markets, to combat waste, fraud,
and abuse in health insurance and
health care delivery, to promote the
use of medical saving accounts, to im-
prove access to long-term care services
and coverage, to simplify the adminis-
tration of health insurance, and for
other purposes;

H.R. 3139, to redesignate the United
States Post Office building located at
245 Centereach Mall on Middle County
Road in Centereach, New York, as the
““Rosey Caracappa United States Post
Office Building”’;

H.R. 3448, to provide tax relief for
small business, to project jobs, to cre-
ate opportunities, to increase the take
home pay for workers, to amend the
Portal-to-Portal Act of 1947 relating to
the payment of wages to employees
who use employer owned vehicles, and
to amend the Fair Labor Standards Act
of 1938 to increase the minimum wage
rate and to prevent job loss by provid-
ing flexibility to employers in comply-
ing with minimum wage and overtime
requirements under that act;

H.R. 3680, to amend title 18, United
States Code, to carry out the inter-
national obligations of the United
States under the Geneva conventions
to provide criminal penalties for cer-
tain war crimes;

H.R. 3834, to redesignate the Dunning
Post Office in Chicago, lllinois, as the
“Roger P. McAuliffe Post Office.””; and
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H.R. 3870, to authorize the Agency for
International Development to offer
voluntary separation incentive pay-
ments to employees of that agency.

And the Speaker signed the following
enrolled bill on Thursday, August 15,
1996:

H.R. 3734, to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to section 201(a)(1) of
the concurrent resolution on the budg-
et for fiscal year 1997.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Chief
Administrative Officer of the House of
Representatives:

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 22, 1996.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you pursuant to Rule L (50) of the Rules
of the House that | have been served with a
subpoena issued by the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of Illi-
nois.

After consultation with the General Coun-
sel, | have determined that compliance with
the subpoena is consistent with the privi-
leges and precedents of the House.

Sincerely,
ScoT W. FAULKNER,
Chief Administrative Officer.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE PETER DEUTSCH, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable PETER
DEuUTSscH, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 22, 1996.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,
DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you pursuant to Rule L (50) of the Rules
of the House that a member of my staff has
been served with a subpoena issued by the
Circuit Court for the Seventeenth Judicial
Circuit for Broward County, Florida.

After consultation with the General Coun-
sel, | have determined that compliance with
the subpoena is consistent with the privi-
leges and precedents of the House.

Sincerely,
PETER DEUTSCH,
Member of Congress.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE MAC COLLINS, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable Mac CoL-
LINS, Member of Congress:

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
August 27, 1996.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-

tify you pursuant to Rule L (50) of the Rules
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of the House that | have been served with a
subpoena issued by Superior Court of
Muscogee County, Georgia.

After consultation with the General Coun-
sel, 1 will make determinations required by
Rule L.

Sincerely,
MAC COLLINS,
Member of Congress.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE TODD TIAHRT, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable TobDD
TIAHRT, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 4, 1996.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,
DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you pursuant to Rule L (50) of the Rules
of the House that | have been served with a
subpoena issued by the District Court of the
Eighteenth Judicial District for Sedgwick
County, Kansas.

I am consulting with the General Counsel
to determine whether compliance with the
subpoena is consistent with the privileges
and precedents of the House.

Sincerely,
TobpD TIAHRT,
U.S. Congressman.

THE WAR ON DRUGS

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker,
there is only one way to wage an effec-
tive campaign against drugs and that
is to remain forever vigilant.

With that said, it is no wonder over-
all drug use by 12- to 17-year-olds is up
78 percent when we have an adminis-
tration asleep at the wheel.

The Clinton White House dozed off
early and often in their new adminis-
tration when they slashed the Office of
National Drug Policy by 80 percent and
cut interdiction by 25 percent.

They continued to snooze until they
were rudely awakened by a Republican
Congress which took it upon them-
selves to restore funding for drug inter-
diction.

And then, the Clinton White House
fell back into slumber again only to be
roused by a Presidential campaign.

Mr. Speaker, the Clinton White
House needs to turn off their political
alarm system when it comes to drugs
and remain forever attentive to the on-
going war.

THE REPUBLICAN AGENDA

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | spent
most of the month of August during
our district work period at forums and
town meetings throughout my district.

I have to tell you, overwhelmingly
the public that | represent was opposed
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to the Gingrich Republican agenda
that seeks to cut back on Medicare and
Medicaid, that seeks to cut back on
student loan programs and education
programs, and that also tries to roll
back the environmental agenda and the
environmental protection that we have
fought so hard for over the last 25 years
here in the Congress.

What my constituents were telling
me is that they feel there needs to be
more student loan programs and pro-
grams that allow students to finance
their education at college or graduate
school. The same thing about Medi-
care; the senior citizens feel that Medi-
care should be expanded so that it cov-
ers prescription drugs, so that it covers
home health care. And with regard to
environmental programs, they would
like to see more cleanup of Superfund
sites and better protection and better
enforcement of our environmental
laws.

One thing is absolutely clear, that is
that the Gingrich Republican agenda
has really created a mess and the last
2 years have been a failure.

ENGLISH AS OUR OFFICIAL
LANGUAGE

(Mr. ROTH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, on August 1
we in this House took a historic step
by passing English as our official lan-
guage by a vote of 259 to 101. | thank
all of my colleagues in the House of
Representatives for joining me in get-
ting this bill passed. Those of us who
are committed to keeping this country
as one Nation, one people—the “‘Unit-
ed” States of America realize that to
do this we need one common language.

Now to complete this task we must
spur the Senate into action. That’s
why I’'m asking the Members of this
body to contact their Senators and re-
quest that they take up this bill, pass
it, and send it on to the President for
his signature.

Then we will have completed a task
we started years ago. It will dem-
onstrate that while success does not al-
ways come with rushing speed, success
does come with persistence.

English must become our official lan-
guage; but that will only happen if we
make it happen.

LET US REMEMBER GUAM

(Mr. UNDERWOOD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker,
American leadership in the world and
in particular, the measured and timely
response of President Clinton to Sad-
dam Hussein’s jabs into Northern lIraq
should be recognized and supported by
all Americans.

America’s leadership in the
unleashing of the cruise missiles and
her projection of power in the world
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has again manifested itself in these
latest developments. Over the concerns
of Allies and despite problems with fly
over rights, America alone can project
power throughout the world in the
name of peace and security.

As demonstrated by the use of the B-
52’s, Guam remains a crucial and proud
part of America’s projection of power
around the world. Guam did its part,
there were no concerns about fly over
rights, and the bases on Guam per-
formed their role.

Mr. Speaker, let’s remember Guam in
more settled times as the people of
Guam recover from Brac decision to
close bases and as the people of Guam
attempt to recover land that the mili-
tary no longer desires. Even though we
can always count on Guam, we should
never take Guam for granted.

SITUATION IN IRAQ

(Mr. GEKAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, most of
the Members of the Congress have in
one way or another asserted their sup-
port of the President of the United
States in the actions that he has taken
in Iraq, and we will continue to do so.
But there is a time now for the White
House to articulate the policy and the
goals and the targets of this attack
with missiles on Iraq.

We should not be subjected now, as
Members of Congress, to a bulletin of
the missile of the day, 20-some the first
time, 17 the next time and another one,
most recently. This missile of the day
does not constitute a policy for long-
term solution of the wide-ranging prob-
lems of the Middle East. We urge the
President to continue to earn the sup-
port of the Congress, to articulate a
policy that we can all see and feel and
hear so that we can continue to sup-
port efforts against Saddam Hussein.

THE TRUTH ABOUT AMERICAN
WORKERS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
speeches are over. Rosy scenario and
glad tidings are now behind us; a re-
ality check is in order.

Over 1 million American families
filed bankruptcy last year. A record
number of Americans went belly up.
How is that for family values to both
the Democrat and Republican Parties?

Think about it. While politicians say
fat city, bankers say foreclose. While
politicians say super, bankers say sue.

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker. The truth
is, while lawyers, bankers and CEO’s
are doing the macarena all over Amer-
ica, American families are going belly
up in record numbers, doing the same
old shuffle trying to make ends meet.

I yield back the balance of any pay
they are missing.
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FIGHT ILLEGAL DRUGS, NOT
TOBACCO FARMERS

(Mr. FUNDERBURK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker,
Bill Clinton’s assault on tobacco has
upset farmers all across my district in
eastern North Carolina. Clinton’s pro-
posal by definition has made every to-
bacco grower, warehouseman and
wholesaler a drug dealer and every
smoker a drug user. One tobacco farm-
er asked me to deliver a message to the
politically correct in Washington, DC.
He said,

Tell the President that | am not a drug
dealer, nor is anyone else in the tobacco
community. In fact, there are probably fewer
drug users among all tobacco growers than
there are on the White House staff.

Another tobacco farmer asked me to
urge Clinton to wage war on illegal
drugs, not tobacco farmers. | traveled
across my district visiting several to-
bacco farms and auction warehouses,
where hard-working farmers believe
Clinton decided to deflect criticism of
the staggering increases in illegal teen-
age drug use by attacking tobacco. Mr.
Speaker, the farmers of North Carolina
are angry. Washington is treating them
like criminals. They are taxpaying,
law-abiding citizens who believe the
President should keep the FDA off the
farm and out of NASCAR racing.

0 1215
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(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today
we begin the final push of the 104th
congressional session, and to welcome
the Republican leadership back, we
have a new CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll
that shows that voters prefer the
Democrats in Congress over Repub-
licans by a 10-point margin. The reason
for the American people rejecting the
Gingrich Republican revolution and
turning toward the Democrats’ fami-
lies first agenda is that the Republican
leadership have their priorities back-
ward.

The American people do not support
Republican efforts to cut Medicare, and
the people do not support Republican
efforts to cut student loans, and the
American people do not support efforts
to roll back environmental protections.
And mostly, the American people do
not support a Congress that puts their
needs far below the desires of the most
wealthy in our society.

Democrats are committed to fighting
for working families; that is why they
developed the families first agenda. It
includes legislative proposals that
would put Congress on the right track
toward solving the problems that fami-
lies face in their everyday lives. The
Republican leadership should spend the
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rest of this session working for families
instead of against them.

TIME TO JUST SAY NO AGAIN

(Mr. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, we
have a problem, a very serious problem
that has cast a long, dark shadow over
our great land. The problem, Mr.
Speaker, is drugs. The United States
has seen an 80-percent increase in the
use of illegal drugs in the last 4 years.

This is an unconscionable statistic, a
statistic that we can no longer afford
to ignore. Cocaine use up by 166 per-
cent and marijuana use up by 141 per-
cent.

Last year 1 in 10 Kids used drugs reg-
ularly. That is too many. Our children
are the real bridge to the 21st century,
and they are being torn down by these
drugs. It must end if we intend to give
them a bright future.

I knocked on 3,500 doors while | was
back in Omaha during the August re-
cess. | can’t tell you how many people
in Nebraska said to me one thing: find
a way to fight the drug war.

This in not an east coast or a west
coast problem, an urban or a rural
problem; it is a national problem.

We live in the greatest Nation in the
world and can ill afford to let this
problem continue. It’s time we said
just said no again.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 6 of rule I, the Chair announces
that he will postpone further proceed-
ings today on each motion to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 4 of rule XV.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate has concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules, but
not before 5 p.m. today.

TOLL FREE CONSUMER HOTLINE

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 447) to establish a toll free num-
ber in the Department of Commerce to
assist consumers in determining if

products are American-made, as
amended.
The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 447

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF TOLL FREE
NUMBER PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—If the Secretary of
Commerce determines, on the basis of com-
ments submitted in rulemaking under sec-
tion 2, that—

(1) interest among manufacturers is suffi-
cient to warrant the establishment of a 3-
year toll free number pilot program, and
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(2) manufacturers will provide fees under
section 2(c) so that the program will operate
without cost to the Federal Government,

the Secretary shall establish such program
solely to help inform consumers whether a
product is made in America or the equiva-
lent thereof. The Secretary shall publish the
toll-free number by notice in the Federal
Register.

(b) CONTRACT.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall enter into a contract for—

(1) the establishment and operation of the
toll free number pilot program provided for
in subsection (a), and

(2) the registration of products pursuant to
regulations issued under section 2,

which shall be funded entirely from fees col-
lected under section 2(c).

(¢) UsSe.—The toll free number shall be
used solely to inform consumers as to wheth-
er products are registered under section 2 as
made in America or the equivalent thereof.
Consumers shall also be informed that reg-
istration of a product does not mean—

(1) that the product is endorsed or ap-
proved by the Government,

(2) that the Secretary has conducted any
investigation to confirm that the product is
a product which meets the definition of made
in America or the equivalent thereof, or

(3) that the product contains 100 percent
United States content.

SEC. 2. REGISTRATION.

(a) PROPOSED REGULATION.—The Secretary
of Commerce shall propose a regulation—

(1) to establish a procedure under which
the manufacturer of a product may volun-
tarily register such product as complying
with the definition of a product made in
America or the equivalent thereof and have
such product included in the information
available through the toll free number estab-
lished under section 1(a);

(2) to establish, assess, and collect a fee to
cover all the costs (including start-up costs)
of registering products and including reg-
istered products in information provided
under the toll-free number;

(3) for the establishment under section 1(a)
of the toll-free number pilot program; and

(4) to solicit views from the private sector
concerning the level of interest of manufac-
turers in registering products under the
terms and conditions of paragraph (1).

(b) PROMULGATION.—If the Secretary deter-
mines based on the comments on the regula-
tion proposed under subsection (a) that the
toll-free number pilot program and the reg-
istration of products is warranted, the Sec-
retary shall promulgate such regulations.

(c) REGISTRATION FEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Manufacturers of products
included in information provided under sec-
tion 1 shall be subject to a fee imposed by
the Secretary of Commerce to pay the cost
of registering products and including them
in information provided under subsection (a).

(2) AMOUNT.—The amount of fees imposed
under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) in the case of a manufacturer, not be
greater than the cost of registering the man-
ufacturer’s product and providing product in-
formation directly attributable to such man-
ufacturer, and

(B) in the case of the total amount of fees,
not be greater than the total amount appro-
priated to the Secretary of Commerce for
salaries and expenses directly attributable to
registration of manufacturers and having
products included in the information pro-
vided under section 1(a).

(3) CREDITING AND AVAILABILITY OF FEES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Fees collected for a fiscal
year pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be cred-
ited to the appropriation account for salaries
and expenses of the Secretary of Commerce
and shall be available in accordance with ap-
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propriation Acts until expended without fis-
cal year limitation.

(B) COLLECTIONS AND APPROPRIATION
ACTS.—The fees imposed under paragraph

(i) shall be collected in each fiscal year in
an amount equal to the amount specified in
appropriation Acts for such fiscal year, and

(ii) shall only be collected and available for
the costs described in paragraph (2).

SEC. 3. PENALTY.

Any manufacturer of a product who know-
ingly registers a product under section 2
which is not made in America or the equiva-
lent thereof—

(1) shall be subject to a civil penalty of not
more than $7500 which the Secretary of Com-
merce may assess and collect, and

(2) shall not offer such product for pur-
chase by the Federal Government.

SEC. 4. DEFINITION.

For purposes of this Act:

(1) The term ‘““made in America or the
equivalent thereof’’, with respect to a prod-
uct, has the meaning given such term for
purposes of laws administered by the Federal
Trade Commission.

(2) The term “‘product” means a product
with a retail value of at least $250.

SEC. 5. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act or in any regulation
promulgated under section 2 shall be con-
strued to alter, amend, modify, or otherwise
affect in any way, the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act or the opinions, decisions, rules,
or any guidance issued by the Federal Trade
Commission regarding the use of the term
““made in America or the equivalent thereof”’
in labels on products introduced, delivered
for introduction, sold, advertised, or offered
for sale in commerce.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. OxLEY] and the gentleman
from New York [Mr. MANTON] each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. OXLEY].

(Mr. OXLEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to support
H.R. 447, a bill to establish a toll free
number in the Department of Com-
merce to assist consumers in determin-
ing if products are American-made.
This bill, introduced by my colleague
from Ohio, Mr. TRAFICANT, was passed
unanimously by the House during the
103d Congress, but unfortunately was
never passed by the Senate.

The legislation reflects the biparti-
san consensus reached in the 103d Con-
gress that a toll free number which
would provide consumers with informa-
tion on products ‘“made in America”
would be a significant benefit, but that
any such program should be funded by
manufacturers and not taxpayers.
Thus, the bill directs the Secretary of
Commerce to canvass industry to de-
termine the level of interest in estab-
lishing this kind of toll free number. If
the Secretary determines that there is
interest among manufacturers of do-
mestic products sufficient to provide
private sector funding, then the Sec-
retary is directed to contract out the
operation of the line to an organization
that would charge a fee for listing
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products as ‘“made in America’” and
providing this information to consum-
ers.

This legislation protects the Amer-
ican taxpayer from the threat of an-
other program which drains the Treas-
ury with limited benefit to the tax-
payers. If there is sufficient interest on
the part of manufacturers who would
pay the operating costs, the program
goes forward; if not, then it doesn’t. Ei-
ther way, the taxpayer is no worse off
than before.

As some of my colleagues may be
aware, the Federal Trade Commission
is the agency charged with enforcing
unfair or deceptive advertising of prod-
ucts as ‘““made in America.” About 1
year ago, the FTC began an effort to
reexamine its decades-old standard of
what constituted ‘““made in America.”
The Commission is currently awaiting
a staff recommendation on what
changes—if any—are necessary in the
FTC’s ““made in American’’ standard.

When Mr. TRAFICANT appeared before
my subcommittee 2 months ago, he tes-
tified that he had no objection to en-
suring that the definition of ‘“‘made in
America’ used in the bill reflected the
extensive work that the Federal Trade
Commission has completed on this sub-
ject. The subcommittee later approved
an amendment to ensure that the defi-
nition of ‘“made in America’ used for
purposes of this toll free number is
consistent with the definition used by
the FTC, both now and in the future.
This is part of an ongoing effort of the
Commerce Committee to simplify defi-
nitions and statutes within its jurisdic-
tion, in order to better allow average
citizens to understand the law.

This legislation would establish an
important service for consumers paid
for by the manufacturers that it bene-
fits. This is legislation which is simul-
taneously pro-consumer and pro-indus-
try. But most importantly, it is 100
percent pro-American.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to be able to
bring this legislation to the floor, and
I urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support
of H.R. 447, a bill to establish a toll free
information service to assist consum-
ers in identifying American-made prod-
ucts. With the very worthy goal of in-
creasing the availability of informa-
tion regarding American-made prod-
ucts on the market, this bill has real
potential to aid the public in making
purchases that most directly support
the American economy.

H.R. 447 is a good bill that every
Member can support. It simply requires
the Commerce Department to assess
private sector interest in a toll free
service that consumers could use to de-
termine which products on the market
are made in America. This assessment
is important because the program, if
established, will be fully funded by
modest fees imposed on manufacturers
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who register their products for the
service.

If the Secretary of Commerce finds
that sufficient interest in the service
does exist, the bill directs the Depart-
ment to facilitate its creation by con-
tracting out implementation of the
program. Finally, because the toll free
service will provide information on
products made in the United States,
this legislation maintains consistency
with the Federal Trade Commission by
applying the Commission’s standard
for such designation.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to com-
mend my colleague, Mr. TRAFFICANT,
for developing this legislation. H.R. 447
appeals to Members on both sides of
the aisle because it proposes to pro-
mote American-made products while
aiding American consumers. This is a
good piece of legislation, and as rank-
ing minority member on the Com-
merce, Trade, and Hazardous Materials
Subcommittee, | urge my colleagues in
the House to support it.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | vyield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TRAFICANT].

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, |
want to start out by thanking the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. OXLEY], my col-
league, who is not only one of the great
Members, but now a great chairman,
for taking the time to consider this
legislation, and also my classmate and
dear friend, the gentleman from New
York [Mr. MANTON] from Queens. And |
say to the gentleman, ‘““‘Archie Bunker,
I think, was your constituent, and
Woody Allen would even support this.
So we go from the real extremes on
both sides because | think it’s a good
piece of legislation.”

As my colleagues know, | do not
think there is any secret to the fact
that | opposed NAFTA and GATT, and
I still believe that we have sent and
shipped jobs overseas; they continue to
go overseas. | do not know how many
read and follow up on trade statistics.
Japan is over $6 billion surplus; China
is creeping in, now approaching $40 bil-
lion surplus in trade with America. We
had a $2 billion surplus with Mexico
several short years ago. It is projected
to be a $20 billion deficit this year.
Canada is approaching $16 billion trade
surplus with America.

So look, just beam me up. | do not
know who is calling all these shots,
and everybody has all these rosy pic-
tures. I am an old quarterback who
looks at the scoreboard, and | think we
are losing. We have done nothing.

This is a very common sense message
that basically says maybe the Amer-
ican people can get energized by be-
coming aware and realizing the impor-
tance of buying products made by
American workers who get an Amer-
ican paycheck who pay American taxes
who keep this American train coming
down the track. H.R. 447 does that.
What it says:

If a family in Chicago is going to buy
a refrigerator, they can call that 1-800
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number and say: Hey, look, is there
still a refrigerator left that is made in
America; and, if so, what is the model
number?

My colleagues might be surprised
that there is not a television, type-
writer, VCR, or telephone now that is
made in our country.

I am hoping that the Commerce De-
partment is energized by this legisla-
tion and moves hard to assess not only
the consumer information of the pub-
lic, but my goal, which is to energize
the American consumer to shop, to lit-
erally ask when they are shopping,
what is made in America?

So with that | want to thank again
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. OXLEY];
I want to thank the gentleman from
New York [Mr. MANTON]. | would hope
that we get the other body moving on
this legislation. | think it is some al-
ternative, and by God, if we cannot get
it done, maybe the American consumer
will do something.

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, having
no more requests for time, | yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank Chairman OXLEY and the ranking mem-
ber, Mr. MANTON.

As the author of H.R. 447, | am honored
and pleased that the bill has—once again—
made it to the House floor. The bill establishes
a toll-free, 1-800 number for consumers to get
information on products made in America.

H.R. 447 is identical to legislation approved
by the House in the last Congress. Unfortu-
nately, the other body never acted on the bill
and it died at the end of the 103d Congress.

H.R. 447 directs the Commerce Department
to canvass American companies to gauge
their interest in participating in a 1-800 Buy
American Program. After determining that
there’s sufficient interest, the bill directs the
Department to contract out the program.

Under an amendment adopted by the Com-
merce Committee, the bill would rely on the
Federal Trade Commission to define an Amer-
ican-made product based on a forthcoming
determination on standards for “Made in the
USA” labels.

Only those products with a sale price of
$250 or more would be included in the pro-
gram. The bill would subject any companies
providing false information to Federal pen-
alties.

One of the key components of H.R. 447 is
that the program would be self-financed
through the imposition of a modest annual
registration fee on participating companies.

The bill will not require the Commerce De-
partment to hire more people or create a new
unit. The program will be contracted out and
run by a private company.

When making a big purchase, most Ameri-
cans want to buy American. The bill will help
them make an informed and patriotic decision.

H.R. 447 makes good, common sense. |
urge my colleagues to support it.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 447.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?
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There was no objection.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. OXLEY]
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 447, as amended.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule | and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
as withdrawn.

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1996

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3553) to amend the Federal Trade
Commission Act to authorize appro-
priations for the Federal Trade Com-
mission.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3553

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Federal
Trade Commission Reauthorization Act of
19967,

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 25 of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (15 U.S.C. 57c) is amended by strik-
ing “and not to exceed”’ and inserting ‘‘not
to exceed’ and by inserting before the period
the following: *‘; not to exceed $107,000,000 for
fiscal year 1997; and not to exceed $111,000,000
for fiscal year 1998”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. OXLEY] and the gentleman
from New York [Mr. MANTON] each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. OXLEY].

(Mr. OXLEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3553, the Federal
Trade Commission Act of 199, is a
straight 2-year reauthorization of the
agency. This legislation, cosponsored
by my distinguished subcommittee
ranking member, Mr. MANTON, author-
izes appropriations of $107 million in
fiscal year 1997 and $111 million in fis-
cal year 1998 for the operations of the
Federal Trade Commission. These
amounts reflect a current services
budget for the agency and include no
funding for an expansion of activities
or personnel.

Mr. Speaker, | have often taken to
this floor to defend the modern FTC.
Shortly before the recess, my sub-
committee spent several hours with
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the Federal Trade Commission discuss-
ing their performance over the past few
years and their plans for the future. |
am pleased to say that under the lead-
ership of FTC Chairman Pitofsky, and
former Chairwoman Steiger, this agen-
cy has come a long way toward reha-
bilitating its tarnished image and | feel
justified in coming to its defense. The
agency today is one which is con-
stantly reviewing old orders, rules, and
guidance in an effort to eliminate con-
fusing and outdated regulations. The
agency is about half the size it was
during the late 1970’s, but now is effec-
tively reviewing an unprecedented
number of mergers. In short, this agen-
cy is doing more with less, and doing it
smarter.

Further, the agency has continued to
protect consumers from the fraudulent
activities of criminals who masquerade
as legitimate businessmen. For in-
stance, the FTC, working with other
Federal, State and local law enforce-
ment officials, has spearheaded the ef-
fort to eliminate telemarketing fraud
that the House began when it passed
the Telemarketing Fraud Act in the
103d Congress. The agency has played
an instrumental role in a number of
sweeps conducted by law enforcement
officials, including the recent ‘‘Oper-
ation Senior Sentinel” sweep which
shut down a number of fraudulent tele-
marketing operations aimed at our
senior citizens and resulted in numer-
ous arrests across the county.

This agency should serve as a model
to other Federal regulatory agencies in
terms of how to accomplish their fun-
damental missions in an era of dwin-
dling resources. 1 urge my colleagues
to support this agency by casting a
“‘yes’” vote for this simple, straight-
forward legislation.

O 1230

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of H.R. 3553, the Federal Trade Com-
mission Reauthorization Act of 1996. |
was pleased to join the chairman of the
Commerce, Trade, and Hazardous Ma-
terials Subcommittee, Mr. OXLEY, in
introducing this legislation and 1 am
equally pleased to participate in its
passage today on the floor. This is
good, bipartisan legislation that au-
thorizes funding for the FTC through
fiscal year 1998.

As one of the country’s oldest inde-
pendent agencies, the FTC fulfills an
extremely important mission for the
American people by protecting con-
sumers from unfair or deceptive adver-
tising and marketing practices, while
also protecting business and industry
from unfair methods of competition.
The Commission has responsibilities
under approximately 30 separate laws,
in addition to numerous trade regula-
tions and rules governing specific in-
dustries and practices. Under the lead-
ership of Chairman Pitofsky, and his
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predecessor, Janet Steiger, the FTC
has done consistently good work while
striving for continuous improvement in
its operations.

H.R. 3553 furthers the commitment to
the FTC that was demonstrated during
the 103d Congress with the passage of
the Federal Trade Commission Amend-
ments of 1994 and the Telemarketing
and Consumer Fraud and Abuse Pre-
vention Act. After a lapse in authoriza-
tion of 14 years, these bills reestab-
lished the important congressional role
in addressing the responsibilities and
authority of the FTC. The process of
reauthorizing the FTC through this bill
before us, afforded another opportunity
to take a close look at the Commis-
sion’s activities and evaluate its recent
performance.

Over the past few years, the FTC has
had significant success through en-
forcement activities directed particu-
larly at telemarketing and credit
fraud. In the area of telemarketing
fraud alone, the FTC has brought over
100 enforcement actions against fraud-
ulent business operations since the be-
ginning of the year, potentially saving
consumers many millions of dollars.

Also noteworthy, in these times of
fewer available dollars for Federal ac-
tivities, the Commission has bolstered
its enforcement resources by teaming
with State and other Federal agencies
in pursuit of its mission. And finally,
the Commission’s efforts to streamline
its operations through internal review
of its own rules, orders, and adminis-
trative guidance with the goal of elimi-
nating obsolete measures and improved
efficiency has been substantial and
should be commended.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3553 is a clean re-
authorization bill that provides suffi-
cient funding to ensure that the FTC
has the resources it needs to fulfill its
mission. | want to thank Chairman
OXLEY for his efforts in bringing this
bill to the House floor today and | urge
my colleagues to support the legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. TAuU-
ZIN].

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of the bill, and congratulate
the chairman of the subcommittee for
an excellent bill, and the ranking mi-
nority member for the cooperation
that has brought this forward.

Mr. Speaker, | rise mainly to express
some concern regarding activities that
the FTC is now engaged in reviewing
and approving the Time Warner-Turner
broadcast merger proposal. The con-
cern is one that is shared by quite a
number of people, particularly those
living in rural areas serviced by small
cable companies. The concern has to do
with the question of whether or not
those consumers living in areas, par-
ticularly rural areas serviced by small
cable companies, will have access to
programming that this Congress has so
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often stated should be available to all
Americans.

The concern is that with this merger,
indeed, will Time Warner-Turner make
available under the program access
guidelines that this Congress has spo-
ken to in several acts now, the cable
bill of 1992, and the most recent tele-
communications bill of 1996, will in
fact those programs be made available
to small cable companies in those rural
areas.

The concern is one that has been ex-
pressed in a letter to Chairman
Pitofsky authorized by the SCBA, the
organization representing those small
cable companies. It is expressed in a
letter to the chairman issued by the
Small Business Administration, dated
August 14, 1996, in which the Small
Business Administration points out the
fact that Time Warner’s Prime Star,
the direct broadcast satellite television
system, will be in direct competition
with those small cable companies in
rural areas, and the SBA has raised the
question of whether or not this new
combination will in fact act in a way
that is in fact anticompetitive and will
not make programming available to
those small cable companies that face
competition from Prime Star, which is,
indeed, owned by this new proposed
merger.

The concern has also been expressed
on the Senate side in a letter that Sen-
ator ExXoN sent to the chairman in
which he pointed out that the success
of competition in video services de-
pends upon program access, that if any
system, be it a small cable company or
a satellite company, cannot get the
program, that consumers are denied
competitive choices.

We have fought this battle on the
floor of the House in 1992 and success-
fully restated, over a Presidential veto,
the intention that program access is
the foundation of competition in this
area. We again expressed it in the 1996
Telecommunications Act, where pro-
gram access is the foundation to com-
petition and to consumer choice.

I simply wanted to raise that concern
here today with the FTC, and to hope-
fully continue dialoguing on this topic.
When consumers have choice, when
they have program access, to choose
from two different suppliers, prices,
services, competition, all of those
things work to the benefit of the mar-
ketplace. When consumers are denied
choice because some providers cannot
buy the programs, then competition
does not work, consumers suffer from
higher prices and less quality service.

It is critical, and | hope the FTC pays
attention to this notion in approving
the Time Warner-Turner merger, that
that program access be maintained so
consumers in rural areas serviced by
small cable companies will continue to
have the same kind of choices that
other Americans have to choose be-
tween a satellite distributor or a
landline cable company for the incred-
ibly desirable cable programming that
in now important to the American con-
sumer’s menu.
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With those concerns expressed, | hope
we will continue this dialog. | thank
the chairman of the subcommittee for
the time to express those concerns, and
hope that in fact the FTC will listen
and continue to talk to us about them.

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | want to commend my
friend, the gentleman from Louisiana,
for his hard work on the program ac-
cess issue. As many know, that was a
very hotly debated issue back in 1992
during the cable reregulation legisla-
tion, and one of the provisions that
made the most sense in an otherwise
rather flawed bill. Clearly, that issue is
incredibly important to our rural con-
stituents as well. I commend him for
his consistent work on this for a num-
ber of years.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | commend
Chairman OxLEY and his staff for working in
an open, bipartisan manner on this legislation.
| also want to commend our ranking member
on the subcommittee, Mr. MANTON, for his
leadership on this and many other important
legislative issues.

The Federal Trade Commission is one of
our most important independent agencies. Its
core statutory duties are twofold: To prevent
antitrust violations and to protect consumers
from deceptive and unfair commercial prac-
tices. Its mission is vital to protecting the pub-
lic interest.

During the 103d Congress, our committee
worked in a bipartisan fashion to enact two im-
portant laws involving the FTC. First, we en-
acted a compromise bill that broke the 14-
year-old stalemate on FTC authorizing legisla-
tion. The bill provided a reasonable statutory
framework, based on previous Commission
policy statements, for determining whether
acts or practices are unfair. The bill also
beefed up the Commission’s enforcement au-
thorities in several important respects. Since
enactment of this landmark legislation, the
Commission has been able to choose among
a broad spectrum of enforcement options
against those who violate the FTC Act or
Commission rules.

Second, the 103d Congress enacted a tele-
marketing bill that provides new tools for the
FTC and State law enforcement agencies to
crack down on those who use a telephone to
cheat, swindle, and defraud consumers. The
FTC, working closely with State attorneys gen-
eral, consumer organizations, and other inter-
ested parties, has successfully prosecuted
multiple telemarketing fraud cases since en-
actment of the 1993 legislation. The regula-
tions promulgated by the Commission early
this year provide additional protection for con-
sumers in this important area.

The record clearly indicates the FTC is per-
forming its mission with improved efficiency
and effectiveness. Through efforts initiated
during Janet Steiger’s tenure as Chairman and
continued under Chairman Pitofsky’s leader-
ship, the FTC has embarked on a program of
responsible regulatory reform. It has repealed
unnecessary regulations and updated other
regulations where appropriate. Those who ad-
vocate responsible regulatory reform would be
well advised to look at the FTC's method of
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streamlining and improving regulation. The
FTC’s efforts contrast sharply with the ill-ad-
vised, blunderbuss approach taken in several
legislative initiatives Republicans have pur-
sued during this Congress.

The agency also is doing more with less. Al-
though it has roughly half the staff it had in
1980, it continues to perform its core statutory
duties effectively. But, as former Chairman
Janet Steiger said in her testimony before the
subcommittee,

Any further significant decline in the
FTC’s staffing imperils the performance of
its main mission.

The modest funding levels in the Oxley-
Manton bill are well justified when considering
the revenues returned to the Treasury from
FTC merger fees and enforcement actions
and the benefits the agency produces for con-
sumers and the economy.

| am pleased that the Commerce Committee
chose to authorize the FTC on a bipartisan
basis and to ignore hastily drafted provisions
in the House budget resolution that rec-
ommended the elimination of the agency. |
also note that an identical authorization bill
has been reported by our sister committee
and is pending in the other body.

| commend Chairman OXLEY and Mr. MAN-
TON. Their bipartisan leadership during the last
Congress was critical to enactment of the first
FTC authorization bill in more than a decade.
The bill before us builds on that progress. |
urge all Members to support this legislation.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 3553.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. OXLEY] that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3553.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

PROPANE EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH ACT OF 1996

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1514) to authorize and facilitate a
program to enhance safety, training,
research and development, and safety
education in the propane gas industry
for the benefit of propane consumers
and the public, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1514

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Propane Edu-

cation and Research Act of 1996”".
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—

(1) propane gas, or liquefied petroleum gas, is
an essential energy commodity providing heat,
hot water, cooking fuel, and motor fuel among
its many uses to millions of Americans;

(2) the use of propane is especially important
to rural citizens and farmers, offering an effi-
cient and economical source of gas energy;

(3) propane has been recognized as a clean
fuel and can contribute in many ways to reduc-
ing the pollution in our cities and towns; and

(4) propane is primarily domestically produced
and its use provides energy security and jobs for
Americans.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act—

(1) the term “*‘Council’’ means a Propane Edu-
cation and Research Council created pursuant
to section 4 of this Act;

(2) the term ““industry’” means those persons
involved in the production, transportation, and
sale of propane, and in the manufacture and
distribution of propane utilization equipment, in
the United States;

(3) the term *“‘industry trade association”
means an organization exempt from tax, under
section 501(c) (3) or (6) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, representing the propane industry;

(4) the term ‘“‘odorized propane’ means pro-
pane which has had odorant added to it;

(5) the term “‘producer’ means the owner of
propane at the time it is recovered at a gas proc-
essing plant or refinery;

(6) the term “‘propane’” means a hydrocarbon
whose chemical composition is predominantly
C3H8, whether recovered from natural gas or
crude oil, and includes liquefied petroleum gases
and mixtures thereof;

(7) the term “‘public member’” means a member
of the Council, other than a representative of
producers or retail marketers, representing sig-
nificant users of propane, public safety officials,
academia, the propane research community, or
other groups knowledgeable about propane;

(8) the term ‘‘qualified industry organization”
means the National Propane Gas Association,
the Gas Processors Association, a successor as-
sociation of such associations, or a group of re-
tail marketers or producers who collectively rep-
resent at least 25 percent of the volume of pro-
pane sold or produced in the United States;

(9) the term “‘retail marketer’”” means a person
engaged primarily in the sale of odorized pro-
pane to the ultimate consumer or to retail pro-
pane dispensers;

(10) the term ‘‘retail propane dispenser”
means a person who sells odorized propane to
the ultimate consumer but is not engaged pri-
marily in the business of such sales; and

(11) the term “‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Energy.

SEC. 4. REFERENDA.

(a) CREATION OF PROGRAM.—The qualified in-
dustry organizations may conduct, at their own
expense, a referendum among producers and re-
tail marketers for the creation of a Propane
Education and Research Council. The Council,
if established, shall reimburse the qualified in-
dustry organizations for the cost of the referen-
dum accounting and documentation. Such ref-
erendum shall be conducted by an independent
auditing firm agreed to by the qualified industry
organizations. Voting rights in such referendum
shall be based on the volume of propane pro-
duced or odorized propane sold in the previous
calendar year or other representative period.
Upon approval of those persons representing
two-thirds of the total volume of propane voted
in the retail marketer class and two-thirds of all
propane voted in the producer class, the Council
shall be established, and shall be authorized to
levy an assessment on odorized propane in ac-
cordance with section 6. All persons voting in
the referendum shall certify to the independent
auditing firm the volume of propane represented
by their vote.
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(b) TERMINATION.—On the Council’s own ini-
tiative, or on petition to the Council by produc-
ers and retail marketers representing 35 percent
of the volume of propane in each class, the
Council shall, at its own expense, hold a ref-
erendum, to be conducted by an independent
auditing firm selected by the Council, to deter-
mine whether the industry favors termination or
suspension of the Council. Termination or sus-
pension shall not take effect unless it is ap-
proved by persons representing more than one-
half of the total volume of odorized propane in
the retail marketer class and more than one-half
of the total volume of propane in the producer
class, or is approved by persons representing
more than two-thirds of the total volume of pro-
pane in either such class.

SEC. 5. PROPANE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
COUNCIL.

(a) SELECTION OF MEMBERs.—The qualified
industry organizations shall select all retail
marketer, public, and producer members of the
Council. The producer organizations shall select
the producer members of the Council, the retail
marketer organizations shall select retail mar-
keter members, and all qualified industry orga-
nizations shall jointly select the public members.
Vacancies in unfinished terms of Council mem-
bers shall be filled in the same manner as were
the original appointments.

(b) REPRESENTATION.—In selecting members of
the Council, the qualified industry organiza-
tions shall give due regard to selecting a Council
that is representative of the industry, including
representation of—

(1) gas processors and oil refiners among pro-
ducers;

(2) interstate and intrastate operators among
retail marketers;

(3) large and small companies among produc-
ers and retail marketers, including agricultural
cooperatives; and

(4) diverse geographic regions of the country.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—The Council shall consist of
21 members, with 9 members representing retail
marketers, 9 members representing producers,
and 3 public members. Other than the public
members, Council members shall be full-time em-
ployees or owners of businesses in the industry
or representatives of agricultural cooperatives.
No employee of a qualified industry organiza-
tion or other industry trade association shall
serve as a member of the Council, and no mem-
ber of the Council may serve concurrently as an
officer of the Board of Directors of a qualified
industry organization or other industry trade
association. Only one person at a time from any
company or its affiliate may serve on the Coun-
cil.

(d) COMPENSATION.—Council members shall
receive no compensation for their services, nor
shall Council members be reimbursed for ex-
penses relating to their service, except that pub-
lic members, upon request, may be reimbursed
for reasonable expenses directly related to their
participation in Council meetings.

(e) TERMS.—Council members shall serve terms
of 3 years and may serve not more than 2 full
consecutive terms. Members filling unexpired
terms may serve not more than a total of 7 con-
secutive years. Former members of the Council
may be returned to the Council if they have not
been members for a period of 2 years. Initial ap-
pointments to the Council shall be for terms of
1, 2, and 3 years, staggered to provide for the se-
lection of 7 members each year.

(f) FuncTIiONS.—The Council shall develop
programs and projects and enter into contracts
or agreements for implementing this Act, includ-
ing programs to enhance consumer and em-
ployee safety and training, to provide for re-
search and development of clean and efficient
propane utilization equipment, to inform and
educate the public about safety and other issues
associated with the use of propane, and to pro-
vide for the payment of the costs thereof with
funds collected pursuant to this Act. The Coun-
cil shall coordinate its activities with industry
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trade association and others as appropriate to
provide efficient delivery of services and to
avoid unnecessary duplication of activities.

(9) USE OF FUNDs.—Not less than 5 percent of
the funds collected through assessments pursu-
ant to this Act shall be used for programs and
projects intended to benefit the agriculture in-
dustry in the United States. The Council shall
coordinate its activities in this regard with agri-
culture industry trade associations and other
organizations representing the agriculture in-
dustry. The percentage of funds collected
through assessments pursuant to this Act to be
used for projects relating to the use of propane
as an over-the-road motor fuel shall not exceed
the percentage of the total market for odorized
propane that is used as a motor vehicle fuel,
based on the historical average of such use over
the previous 3-year period.

(h) PRIORITIES.—Issues related to research
and development, safety, education, and train-
ing shall be given priority by the Council in the
development of its programs and projects.

(i) ADMINISTRATION.—The Council shall select
from among its members a Chairman and other
officers as necessary, may establish committees
and subcommittees of the Council, and shall
adopt rules and bylaws for the conduct of busi-
ness and the implementation of this Act. The
Council shall establish procedures for the solici-
tation of industry comment and recommenda-
tions on any significant plans, programs, and
projects to be funded by the Council. The Coun-
cil may establish advisory committees of persons
other than Council members.

(j) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—(1) The ad-
ministrative expenses of operating the Council
(not including costs incurred in the collection of
the assessment pursuant to section 7) plus
amounts paid under paragraph (2) shall not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the funds collected in any fis-
cal year.

(2) The Council shall annually reimburse the
Secretary for costs incurred by the Federal Gov-
ernment relating to the Council, except that
such reimbursement for any fiscal year shall not
exceed the amount that the Secretary determines
is the average annual salary of two employees
of the Department of Energy.

(k) BUDGET.—Before August 1 each year, the
Council shall publish for public review and com-
ment a budget plan for the next calendar year,
including the probable costs of all programs,
projects, and contracts and a recommended rate
of assessment sufficient to cover such costs. Fol-
lowing this review and comment, the Council
shall submit the proposed budget to the Sec-
retary and to the Congress. The Secretary may
recommend programs and activities the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(I) RECORDS; AUDITS.—The Council shall keep
minutes, books, and records that clearly reflect
all of the acts and transactions of the Council
and make public such information. The books of
the Council shall be audited by a certified public
accountant at least once each fiscal year and at
such other times as the Council may designate.
Copies of such audit shall be provided to all
members of the Council, all qualified industry
organizations, and to other members of the in-
dustry upon request. The Secretary shall receive
notice of meetings and may require reports on
the activities of the Council, as well as reports
on compliance, violations, and complaints re-
garding the implementation of this Act.

(m) PuBLIC ACCESsS TO COUNCIL PROCEED-
INGS.—(1) All meetings of the Council shall be
open to the public after at least 30 days advance
public notice.

(2) The minutes of all meetings of the Council
shall be made available to and readily accessible
by the public.

(n) ANNUAL REPORT.—Each year the Council
shall prepare and make publicly available a re-
port which includes an identification and de-
scription of all programs and projects under-
taken by the Council during the previous year
as well as those planned for the coming year.
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Such report shall also detail the allocation or
planned allocation of Council resources for each
such program and project.

SEC. 6. ASSESSMENTS.

(a) AMOUNT.—The Council shall set the initial
assessment at no greater than one tenth of 1
cent per gallon of odorized propane. Thereafter,
annual assessments shall be sufficient to cover
the costs of the plans and programs developed
by the Council. The assessment shall not be
greater than one-half cent per gallon of odor-
ized propane, unless approved by a majority of
those voting in a referendum in both the pro-
ducer and the retail marketer class. In no case
may the assessment be raised by more than one
tenth of 1 cent per gallon of odorized propane
annually.

(b) OWNERSHIP.—The owner of odorized pro-
pane at the time of odorization, or the time of
import of odorized propane, shall make the as-
sessment based on the volume of odorized pro-
pane sold and placed into commerce. Assess-
ments collected are payable to the Council on a
monthly basis by the 25th of the month follow-
ing the month of such collection. Propane ex-
ported from the United States to another coun-
try is not subject to the assessment.

(c) ALTERNATIVE COLLECTION RULES.—The
Council may establish an alternative means of
collecting the assessment if another means is
found to be more efficient and effective. The
Council may establish a late payment charge
and rate of interest to be imposed on any person
who fails to remit or pay to the Council any
amount due under this Act.

(d) INVESTMENT OF FUNDS.—Pending disburse-
ment pursuant to a program, plan, or project,
the Council may invest funds collected through
assessments, and any other funds received by
the Council, only in obligations of the United
States or any agency thereof, in general obliga-
tions of any State or any political subdivision
thereof, in any interest-bearing account or cer-
tificate of deposit of a bank that is a member of
the Federal Reserve System, or in obligations
fully guaranteed as to principal and interest by
the United States.

(e) STATE PROGRAMS.—The Council shall es-
tablish a program coordinating the operation of
the Council with those of any State propane
education and research council created by State
law or regulation, or similar entity. Such coordi-
nation shall include a joint or coordinated as-
sessment collection process, a reduced assess-
ment, or an assessment rebate. A reduced assess-
ment or rebate shall be 20 percent of the regular
assessment collected in that State under this
section. Assessment rebates shall be paid only
to—

(1) a State propane education and research
council created by State law or regulation that
meets requirements established by the Council
for specific programs approved by the Council;
or

(2) a similar entity, such as a foundation es-
tablished by the retail propane gas industry in
that State, that meets requirements established
by the Council for specific programs approved
by the Council.

SEC. 7. COMPLIANCE.

The Council may bring suit in Federal court
to compel compliance with an assessment levied
by the Council under this Act. A successful ac-
tion for compliance under this section may also
require payment by the defendant of the costs
incurred by the Council in bringing such action.
SEC. 8. LOBBYING RESTRICTIONS.

No funds collected by the Council shall be
used in any manner for influencing legislation
or elections, except that the Council may rec-
ommend to the Secretary changes in this Act or
other statutes that would further the purposes
of this Act.

SEC. 9. MARKET SURVEY AND CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION.

(a) PRICE ANALYSIS.—Beginning 2 years after

establishment of the Council and annually
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thereafter, the Secretary of Commerce, using
only data provided by the Energy Information
Administration and other public sources, shall
prepare and make available to the Council, the
Secretary of Energy, and the public an analysis
of changes in the price of propane relative to
other energy sources. The propane price analy-
sis shall compare indexed changes in the price of
consumer grade propane to a composite of in-
dexed changes in the price of residential elec-
tricity, residential natural gas, and refiner price
to end users of No. 2 fuel oil on an annual na-
tional average basis. For purposes of indexing
changes in consumer grade propane, residential
electricity, residential natural gas, and end user
No. 2 fuel oil prices, the Secretary of Commerce
shall use a 5-year rolling average price begin-
ning with the year 4 years prior to the establish-
ment of the Council.

(b) AUTHORITY TO RESTRICT ACTIVITIES.—If
in any year the 5-year average rolling price
index of consumer grade propane exceeds the 5-
year rolling average price composite index of
residential electricity, residential natural gas,
and refiner price to end users of No. 2 fuel oil
in an amount greater than 10.1 percent, the ac-
tivities of the Council shall be restricted to re-
search and development, training, and safety
matters. The Council shall inform the Secretary
of Energy and the Congress of any restriction of
activities under this subsection. Upon expiration
of 180 days after the beginning of any such re-
striction of activities, the Secretary of Commerce
shall again conduct the propane price analysis
described in subsection (a). Activities of the
Council shall continue to be restricted under
this subsection until the price index excess is
10.1 percent or less.

SEC. 10. PRICING.

In all cases, the price of propane shall be de-
termined by market forces. Consistent with the
antitrust laws, the Council may take no action,
nor may any provision of this Act be interpreted
as establishing an agreement to pass along to
consumers the cost of the assessment provided
for in section 6.

SEC. 11. RELATION TO OTHER PROGRAMS.

Nothing in this Act may be construed to pre-
empt or supersede any other program relating to
propane education and research organized and
operated under the laws of the United States or
any State.

SEC. 12. REPORTS.

Within 2 years after the date of enactment of
this Act, and at least once every 2 years there-
after, the Secretary of Commerce shall prepare
and submit to the Congress and the Secretary a
report examining whether operation of the
Council, in conjunction with the cumulative ef-
fects of market changes and Federal programs,
has had an effect on propane consumers, in-
cluding residential, agriculture, process, and
nonfuel users of propane. The Secretary of Com-
merce shall consider and, to the extent prac-
ticable, shall include in the report submissions
by propane consumers, and shall consider
whether there have been long-term and short-
term effects on propane prices as a result of
Council activities and Federal programs, and
whether there have been changes in the propor-
tion of propane demand attributable to various
market segments. To the extent that the report
demonstrates that there has been an adverse ef-
fect, the Secretary of Commerce shall include
recommendations for correcting the situation.
Upon petition by affected parties or upon re-
quest by the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary
of Commerce may prepare and submit the report
required by this section at less than 2-year in-
tervals.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado [Mr. ScHAEFER] and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado [Mr. SCHAEFER].

H9935

(Mr. SCHAEFER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1514, the Propane Education and Re-
search Act of 1995. This bill, introduced
by Mr. TAauziN, allows the propane in-
dustry to establish a propane checkoff
fee to fund propane research, develop-
ment, education, and marketing activi-
ties. H.R. 1514, has broad support from
the propane industry.

Propane is an important fuel in our
national energy mix. It is used to dry
crops, heat homes, fuel vehicles, and as
a feedstock for plastics and chemicals.
Importantly, it is a clean fuel having
emissions which are lower than many
other fossil fuels.

In summary, this bill would allow
propane producers and retail marketers
to conduct a referendum on the estab-
lishment of the Propane Education and
Research Council. The council, made
up of large and small propane produc-
ers and retail marketers from diverse
geographic regions, would then be al-
lowed to collect one-tenth of 1 cent on
every gallon of propane sold. The
amount assessed could ultimately rise
to one-half of 1 cent.

The funds collected through this fee,
approximately $8 million per year, are
to be used to fund research, edu-
cational, safety, and marketing pro-
grams determined worthwhile by the
council. Importantly, if the activities
of the council cause the price of pro-
pane to rise disproportionately when
compared to other similar fuels, cer-
tain activities of the council may be
suspended.

As | have noted several times before,
this bill does not require the expendi-
ture of significant amounts of Federal
money. Through this bill, the propane
industry is looking for ways to help it-
self, not a Government handout. | be-
lieve it is appropriate for industry,
rather than the Government, to fund
most of the research on commercial ap-
plications of new technologies which
will benefit that industry.

| appreciate the hard work Mr. TAU-
ZIN has done on this bill, and | look for-
ward to working with him to keep this
bill moving forward.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of
H.R. 1514, the Propane Education and
Research Act.

As Chairman SCHAEFER noted, this
bill authorizes the propane industry to
establish a propane checkoff fee to
fund propane research, development,
and education, including propane safe-
ty. Among other things, the bill estab-
lishes boundaries and obligations on
the use of the collected funds and re-
quires the Secretary of Commerce to
report on propane prices and demand in
the marketplace.

I am a cosponsor of this bill. | believe
that the authorization of privately
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funded research into improving the
safety of propane use is important to
the public. | also endorse research into
propane’s potential benefits for the en-
vironment. We cannot afford to over-
look any alternative in our energy mix,
and this bill will help maximize the
benefits of this fuel.

I commend the bill’s author, Mr.
TAUzIN, and the propane industry for
working to move this bill forward. This
legislation was unanimously reported
by the Commerce Committee on June
27, and | believe it has at this time,
some 230 cosponsors on both sides of
the aisle, including many members of
the Commerce Committee.

I know of no objections to H.R. 1514
on this side of the aisle, and | would
urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

I would first of all thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
for his support on this very, very im-
portant legislation. Clean fuel | think
is something that we have to look for-
ward to in the future of this country,
as well as alternative fuels. We cer-
tainly want to go on record as support-
ing that.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Louisiana [Mr. TAuzIN], the chief spon-
sor of the bill, who has been pushing
this for a long time.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, let me
first thank Chairman ScHAEFER for
shepherding this bill to the House floor
today and for all his extraordinary co-
operation and support, and | particu-
larly want to say the same thing for
the gentleman from New Jersey, Mr.
PALLONE, the ranking minority mem-
ber, who has been a sponsor and a very
good friend for many years and a very
strong supporter of this effort. | want
to thank the gentleman for all his per-
sonal efforts in making this a biparti-
san bill that has broad, in fact, biparti-
san support from nearly 231 cosponsors
in the House, Democrats and Repub-
licans coming together behind a bill
that makes just good common sense.

This bill has 34 cosponsors in the U.S.
Senate, led by Senator DOMENICI. It has
large support in this body. It is similar
to the bill we offered in the last Con-
gress. It was not acted upon before the
Congress adjourned. We learned from
last Congress’ efforts and we have
made improvements in this bill.

Propane, as the Speaker knows, is an
incredibly important fuel for many
Americans—60 million Americans use
propane. It is economical and it is envi-
ronmentally sound. It is used by 7.7
million homes for cooking and hot
water heating. It is used by one-half of
all American farmers to dry crops,
power tractors, and warm greenhouses,
and it is used for recreational purposes
by tens of millions of people for out-
door cooking, camping, and rec-
reational vehicles.
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It is one of the very few fuels that
does not receive Federal money in sup-
port of education, research, safety, and
marketing efforts. And so this bill rep-
resents the best example of private
funded research programs in America.
It simply gives the propane industry,
from the producers to the marketers
and suppliers, an opportunity them-
selves to put together a research, edu-
cation, safety, and marketing program
for this critically important fuel for
America.

Again, it is a bill that has broad sup-
port not only in the industry but
among so many Americans and so
many Members of this House and the
body on the other side. | want to thank
the chairman of the committee for
bringing it forward, and | particularly
again want to single out the gentleman
from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE] for his
extraordinary efforts in cooperation,
and urge adoption of the bill.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 1514.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, | again
thank both the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. PALLONE] and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. TAUZIN]
for working with us on this very, very
important piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado [Mr.
SCHAEFER] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1514, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

WAIVING MEDICAID ENROLLMENT
COMPOSITION

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3871) to waive temporarily the
Medicaid enrollment composition rule
for certain health maintenance organi-
zations.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3871

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. WAIVER OF 75/25 MEDICAID ENROLL-
MENT RULE FOR CERTAIN MANAGED
CARE ORGANIZATIONS.

The requirement of section 1903(m)(2)(A)(ii)

of the Social Security Act is waived—
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(1) with respect to Catholic Health Serv-
ices Plan of Brooklyn and Queens, Inc.
(doing business as Fidelis Health Plan) and
Managed Healthcare Systems of New York,
Inc., for contract periods through January 1,
1999, and

(2) with respect to Health Partners of
Philadelphia, Inc., for contract periods
through December 31, 1999.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Louisiana [Mr. TAuzIN] and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana [Mr. TAUZIN].

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. TAUZIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of Chairman BLILEY and Chairman
BILIRAKIS, | bring to the floor H.R. 3871
and urge support of the measure.

H.R. 3871 amends title 19 of the So-
cial Security Act to extend 3 existing
75-25 percent waivers of section 1903.
Section 1903 is the section of the cur-
rent Medicaid law that requires that
Medicaid beneficiaries constitute less
than 75 percent of the membership of
any prepaid health maintenance orga-
nization.

A present, a number of States and
health plans are operating under feder-
ally approved waivers of this section.
The bill we are considering today ex-
tends those 75-25 waivers held by 3 of
these plans: Health Partners of Phila-
delphia, Fidelis Health Plan of New
York, and Managed Healthcare Sys-
tems of New York.

Health Partners of Philadelphia is a
not-for-profit voluntary health mainte-
nance organization comprised of local
teaching hospitals. It is independently
licensed by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and fully accredited by
the National Committee for Quality
Assurance. It serves approximately
87,000 Medicaid recipients and 250 com-
mercially enrolled individuals in Phila-
delphia and the surrounding area.

While Health Partners’ chief focus is
on primary care, health education and
prevention, it also provides transpor-
tation services, expanded vision and
dental benefits, multilingual capabil-
ity, 24-hour access to mental health
and substance abuse treatment, as well
as home visits for new and expectant
mothers and fathers.

Fidelis Health Plan, operated by the
Catholic Health Services Plan of
Brooklyn and Queens, was established
by the Catholic medical center which
serves those two areas. The principal
focus of the care provided by Fidelis to
its 19,960 Medicaid recipients is pri-
marily in preventive care as well as
health education. Enrollees elect their
own primary care practitioner who
serves as personal provider and coordi-
nates the primary and specialty care
they receive through the plan.

Finally, Managed Healthcare Sys-
tems of New York, a minority-con-
trolled managed care company founded
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in 1994, serves nearly 39,000 enrollees in
Brooklyn and Queens. MHS’ primary
and preventive care and health edu-
cation services are conducted with the
use of mobile health vans, a school-
based health center, an after-school
learning center, newly established pri-
mary care clinics, as well as commu-
nity outreach efforts for pregnancy,
asthma, diabetes, sickle cell anemia,
tuberculosis, and HIV/AIDS.

I urge my colleagues to support this
noncontroversial measure so that we
can continue to improve the services
that Medicaid beneficiaries receive.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
PALLONE] for his efforts and those of
the minority in bringing this bill for-
ward.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

We have no objection to passage of
H.R. 3871 before us today on the Sus-
pension Calendar. As was mentioned by
the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr.
TAuUzIN], the bill amends the section of
current Medicaid law which requires
that Medicaid beneficiaries cannot con-
stitute more than 75 percent of the
membership of any prepaid health
maintenance organization.

Basically 3 plans, Health Partners of
Philadelphia, Fidelis Health Plan of
New York, and Managed Healthcare
Systems of New York, would continue
operating under their federally ap-
proved waiver of this provision for an
additional 2 years, and under the condi-
tions of the waiver the Health Care Fi-
nancing Administration will continue
to monitor these plans to ensure that
these Medicaid beneficiaries are receiv-
ing appropriate quality care.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from New York [Mr. MAN-
TON].

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my strong support for H.R.
3871. Under this legislation, the Catho-
lic Health Services Plan of Brooklyn
and Queens, also known as Fidelis
Care, and the Managed Healthcare Sys-
tems of New York would have their
current waiver of the 75-25 Medicaid re-
quirements extended through January
1, 1999.

Fidelis Care began enrolling mem-
bers in Queens in November 1994 by
providing a prepaid health services
plan.

With a current enrollment of 18,960,
the plan provides a comprehensive
package of benefits available to all its
members. The Catholic Medical Center
of Brooklyn and Queens, which spon-
sors Fidelis Care, provides excellent
health care services to my constitu-
ents. This legislation would allow them
to continue to deliver their quality
health services to the communities of
Queens and Brooklyn.

This legislation also addresses the
Managed Healthcare System of New
York which has been a true community
organization by serving Brooklyn since
January 1994.
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Currently serving 39,000 enrollees in
Brooklyn and Queens, MHS brings high
quality managed care to inner-city
communities. Many programs provided
by MHS are available to all residents of
the community, regardless if they are
members of MHS.

I commend my colleagues, Mr.
TowNs, FRANKS, and GREENwoOOD, for
their efforts in crafting H.R. 3871 and 1
look forward to the passage of this sim-
ple, yet important legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from the
District of Columbia [Ms. NORTON].

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentleman
for yielding me this time, and | thank
the chairman and the ranking member
for this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation does not
directly affect the District of Columbia
but rather 3 plans in Philadelphia and
New York. Yet | feel compelled to
come to the floor to rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 3871, in a real sense, as
they say “in the street,” because we
have been there and done that.

For a number of years we have had a
similar plan in the District which, at
low cost, rendered exceptional care to
Medicaid recipients. It took an enor-
mous amount of work to get a waiver.
I am particularly grateful to the com-
mittee for its help in obtaining that
waiver for Chartered Health Care that
goes until October 1, 1999.

I simply would like to bring out the
larger issue involved in what may look
like a private bill. It is not that at all.
These plans have to come here because
of the way the statute is structured.

The notion that at least 25 percent in
a plan have to come from the commer-
cial sector, from private parties, like
us, and not only from welfare recipi-
ents, is very well-intentioned, particu-
larly if you recall Medicaid mills, some
of which perhaps still exist today. The
problem, of course, which this proxy
for quality is that these plans serve
largely inner city residents. They are
not a part of larger organizations like
Blue Cross and Blue Shield, and so they
encounter great difficulty when they
try to recruit 25 percent of their clien-
tele from people who are already at-
tached to Blue Cross and Blue Shield or
larger operations or HMO’s near their
own workplaces.

The disabilities that come with not
getting this waiver are great and are
passed onto cities and ultimately to us
and to the Federal Government. They
cannot borrow as easily, they pay high-
er interest pending a waiver, but they
are doing a remarkable service. They
behave like managed care organiza-
tions but they have to be paid on a fee-
for-service model without these waiv-
ers.

Health Care Financing Administra-
tion of course, monitors these organi-
zations, and so this legislation carried
no risk, but what it does do is free
these organizations to do the job that
must be done in the inner cities to
keep people from going to emergency
rooms and going to doctors who charge
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too much. I commend both sides for the
work they have done on this bill.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 3871.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
join my colleagues in supporting H.R. 3871.
This measure amends section 1903 of the So-
cial Security Act to extend the “75-25" waiv-
ers of three worthy health plans. As such, it
represents a positive step in our efforts to
build a better Medicaid Program.

In the past, the Federal Medicaid statute
has been amended to address needs and
concerns specific to the role of health mainte-
nance organizations [HMO’s] in the Medicaid
Program. As in the commercial sector, HMO's
increasingly play a valued role in providing
high-quality, efficient health care services.
Nevertheless, there have been instances
where intervention has been necessary.

Early State experimentation with managed
care resulted in occasional reports of inac-
curate information dissemination to enrollees,
restricted access to nonparticipating providers,
inconsistent provision of benefits, and, in cer-
tain cases, financial instability of the enrolling
plan.

In response, Congress has undertaken var-
ious actions over the last 20 years to ensure
that all managed care enrollees receive the
quality care for which the industry is known.
Unfortunately, certain  unintended  con-
sequences resulted.

For example, the Health Maintenance Orga-
nization Amendments of 1976, which limited
the percentage of Medicaid and Medicare
beneficiaries enrolled in risk contracts to 50
percent, had the unintended effect of sharply
limiting managed care enrollment by Medicaid
beneficiaries. In fact, by 1981 little more than
1 percent of the Medicaid population were en-
rolled in HMO's. Just as startling, 85 percent
of those beneficiaries were located in just four
States.

Congress sought to correct this problem in
the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1981 which, among other changes, increased
the allowable percentage of Medicaid bene-
ficiaries that could be enrolled in HMO's from
50 percent to 75 percent.

But as we have seen in far too many in-
stances, current Medicaid law still creates sig-
nificant obstacles for plans that focus on the
needs of low-income communities. Although
these plans have achieved notable success in
enhancing the quality of care received by area
Medicaid beneficiaries, they have been less
successful in attracting commercial clients
from outlying areas.

The current law requirement that one-quar-
ter of their enrolled population consist of such
customers, therefore, often places them in the
difficult position of having to choose between
devoting resources to their Medicaid-funded
enrollees or to the expense of competing
against broader-based firms for commercial
clients.

Clearly, fundamental reform of the Medicaid
Program is needed. Until such time as a more
favorable climate for such reform exists, how-
ever, measures like H.R. 3871 are necessary
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to relieve well-performing health plans of the
unreasonable and often counterproductive re-
quirements of title XIX.

In this case, | am glad to say, we will re-
move the obstacles that threaten three note-
worthy plans: Health Partners of Philadelphia,
Fidelis Health Plan—operated by the Catholic
Health Services Plan of Brooklyn and
Queens—and Managed Healthcare Systems
of New York.

| commend my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle for supporting this measure. With it,
the Medicaid recipients of the Philadelphia and
New York City regions will continue to receive
high-quality, efficient, and responsive health
care services.

| thank you.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr.
TaAuzIN] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3871.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

O 1300

IMPACT AID TECHNICAL
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 1996

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendment to the bill
(H.R. 3269) to amend the Impact Aid
Program to provide for a hold-harmless
with respect to amounts for payments
relating to the Federal acquisition of
real property, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. HOLD-HARMLESS AMOUNTS FOR PAY-
MENTS RELATING TO FEDERAL AC-
QUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY.

Section 8002 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7702) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new sub-
sections:

*‘(g) FORMER DISTRICTS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—Where the school district of
any local educational agency described in para-
graph (2) is formed at any time after 1938 by the
consolidation of two or more former school dis-
tricts, such agency may elect (at any time such
agency files an application under section 8005)
for any fiscal year after fiscal year 1994 to have
(A) the eligibility of such local educational
agency, and (B) the amount which such agency
shall be eligible to receive, determined under this
section only with respect to such of the former
school districts comprising such consolidated
school districts as such agency shall designate
in such election.

““(2) ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CIES.—A local educational agency referred to in
paragraph (1) is any local educational agency
that, for fiscal year 1994 or any preceding fiscal
year, applied for and was determined eligible
under section 2(c) of the Act of September 30,
1950 (Public Law 874, 81st Congress) as such sec-
tion was in effect for such fiscal year.
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““(h) HOLD-HARMLESS AMOUNTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2)(A), the total amount that the Sec-
retary shall pay under subsection (b) to a local
educational agency that is otherwise eligible for
a payment under this section—

““(A) for fiscal year 1995 shall not be less than
85 percent of the amount such agency received
for fiscal year 1994 under section 2 of the Act of
September 30, 1950 (Public Law 874, 81st Con-
gress) as such section was in effect on September
30, 1994; or

““(B) for fiscal year 1996 shall not be less than
85 percent of the amount such agency received
for fiscal year 1995 under subsection (b).

““(2) RATABLE REDUCTIONS.—(A)(i) If nec-
essary in order to make payments to local edu-
cational agencies in accordance with paragraph
(1) for any fiscal year, the Secretary first shall
ratably reduce payments under subsection (b)
for such year to local educational agencies that
do not receive a payment under this subsection
for such year.

““(ii) If additional funds become available for
making payments under subsection (b) for such
year, then payments that were reduced under
clause (i) shall be increased on the same basis as
such payments were reduced.

“(B)(i) If the sums made available under this
title for any fiscal year are insufficient to pay
the full amounts that all local educational
agencies in all States are eligible to receive
under paragraph (1) after the application of
subparagraph (A) for such year, then the Sec-
retary shall ratably reduce payments under
paragraph (1) to all such agencies for such year.

““(ii) If additional funds become available for
making payments under paragraph (1) for such
fiscal year, then payments that were reduced
under clause (i) shall be increased on the same
basis as such payments were reduced.”’.

SEC. 2. APPLICATIONS FOR INCREASED PAY-
MENTS.

(a) PAYMENTS.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law—

(1) the Bonesteel-Fairfax School District Num-
ber 26-5, South Dakota, and the Wagner Com-
munity School District Number 11-4, South Da-
kota, shall be eligible to apply for payment for
fiscal year 1994 under section 3(d)(2)(B) of the
Act of September 30, 1950 (Public Law 874, 81st
Congress) (as such section was in effect on Sep-
tember 30, 1994); and

(2) the Secretary of Education shall use a sub-
group of 10 or more generally comparable local
educational agencies for the purpose of cal-
culating a payment described in paragraph (1)
for a local educational agency described in such
paragraph.

(b) APPLICATION.—In order to be eligible to re-
ceive a payment described in subsection (a), a
school district described in such subsection shall
apply for such payment within 30 days after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(c) ConsTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to require a local educational
agency that received a payment under section
3(d)(2)(B) of the Act of September 30, 1950 (Pub-
lic Law 874, 81st Congress) (as such section was
in effect on September 30, 1994) for fiscal year
1994 to return such payment or a portion of
such payment to the Federal Government.

SEC. 3. PAYMENTS FOR ELIGIBLE FEDERALLY
CONNECTED CHILDREN RESIDING
ON MILITARY INSTALLATION HOUS-
ING UNDERGOING RENOVATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8003(a) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 7703(a)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

““(4) MILITARY INSTALLATION HOUSING UNDER-
GOING RENOVATION.—For purposes of computing
the amount of a payment for a local educational
agency for children described in paragraph
(1)(D)(i), the Secretary shall consider such chil-
dren to be children described in paragraph
(1)(B) if the Secretary determines, on the basis
of a certification provided to the Secretary by a
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designated representative of the Secretary of De-
fense, that such children would have resided in
housing on Federal property in accordance with
paragraph (1)(B) except that such housing was
undergoing renovation on the date for which
the Secretary determines the number of children
under paragraph (1).”.

(b) EFFecTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (4) of sec-
tion 8003(a) of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, as added by subsection
(a), shall apply with respect to fiscal years after
fiscal year 1995.

SEC. 4. COMPUTATION OF PAYMENTS FOR ELIGI-
BLE FEDERALLY CONNECTED CHIL-
DREN IN STATES WITH ONLY ONE
LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8003(b) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 7703(b)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

““(8) STATES WITH ONLY ONE LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCY.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—In any of the 50 States of
the United States in which there is only one
local educational agency, the Secretary shall,
for purposes of paragraphs (1)(B), (1)(C), and
(2) of this subsection, and subsection (e), con-
sider each administrative school district in the
State to be a separate local educational agency.

““(B) COMPUTATION OF MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF
BASIC SUPPORT PAYMENT AND THRESHOLD PAY-
MENT.—In computing the maximum payment
amount under paragraph (1)(C) and the learn-
ing opportunity threshold payment under para-
graph (2)(B) for an administrative school dis-
trict described in subparagraph (A)—

““(i) the Secretary shall first determine the
maximum payment amount and the total cur-
rent expenditures for the State as a whole; and

““(ii) the Secretary shall then—

“(1) proportionately allocate such maximum
payment amount among the administrative
school districts on the basis of the respective
weighted student units of such districts; and

“(I1) proportionately allocate such total cur-
rent expenditures among the administrative
school districts on the basis of the respective
number of students in average daily attendance
at such districts.”.

(b) EFFecCTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (3) of sec-
tion 8003(b) of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, as added by subsection
(a), shall apply with respect to fiscal years after
fiscal year 1994.

SEC. 5. DATA AND DETERMINATION OF AVAIL-
ABLE FUNDS.

(a) DATA.—Paragraph (4) of section 8003(f) of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7703(f)) is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘“‘CURRENT
YEAR'’;

(2) by amending subparagraph (A) to read as
follows:

“(A) shall use student, revenue, and tax data
from the second fiscal year preceding the fiscal
year for which the local educational agency is
applying for assistance under this subsection;’’;
and

(3) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘such
year’” and inserting ‘‘the fiscal year for which
the local educational agency is applying for as-
sistance under this subsection’’.

(b) DETERMINATION OF AVAILABLE FUNDS.—
Paragraph (3) of section 8003(f) of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7703(f)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding subclause (1) of
subparagraph (A)(iii), by inserting ‘‘, except as
provided in subparagraph (C),” after ‘“‘but’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

““(C) DETERMINATION OF AVAILABLE FUNDS.—
When determining the amount of funds avail-
able to the local educational agency for current
expenditures for purposes of subparagraph
(A)(iii) for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall in-
clude, with respect to the local educational
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agency’s opening cash balance for such fiscal
year, the portion of such balance that is the
greater of—

‘(i) the amount that exceeds the maximum
amount of funds for current expenditures that
the local educational agency was allowed by
State law to carry over from the prior fiscal
year, if State restrictions on such amounts were
applied uniformly to all local educational agen-
cies in the State; or

““(ii) the amount that exceeds 30 percent of the
local educational agency’s operating costs for
the prior fiscal year.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply with re-
spect to fiscal years after fiscal year 1996.

SEC. 6. PAYMENTS RELATING TO FEDERAL PROP-
ERTY.

Section 8002 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7702) (as
amended by section 1) is further amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new
subsection:

“(i) PRIORITY PAYMENTS.—Notwithstanding
subsection (b)(1)(B), and for any fiscal year be-
ginning with fiscal year 1997 for which the
amount appropriated to carry out this section
exceeds the amount so appropriated for fiscal
year 1996, the Secretary shall first use such ex-
cess amount to increase the payment that would
otherwise be made under this section to not
more than 50 percent of the maximum amount
determined under subsection (b) for any local
educational agency that—

““(1) received a payment under this section for
fiscal year 1996;

““(2) serves a school district that contains all
or a portion of a United States military acad-
emy;

““(3) serves a school district in which the local
tax assessor has certified that at least 60 percent
of the real property is federally owned; and

““(4) demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
Secretary that such agency’s per-pupil revenue
derived from local sources for current expendi-
tures is not less than that revenue for the pre-
ceding fiscal year.””.

SEC. 7. TREATMENT OF IMPACT AID PAYMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Education
shall treat any State as having met the require-
ments of section 5(d)(2)(A) of the Act of Septem-
ber 30, 1950 (Public Law 874, 81st Congress) for
fiscal year 1991 (as such section was in effect for
such fiscal year), and as not having met those
requirements for each of the fiscal years 1992,
1993, and 1994 (as such section was in effect for
fiscal year 1992, 1993, and 1994, respectively),
if—

(1) the State’s program of State aid was not
certified by the Secretary under section
5(d)(2)(C)(i) of the Act of September 30, 1950
(Public Law 874, 81st Congress) for any fiscal
year prior to fiscal year 1991,

(2) the State submitted timely notice under
that section of the State’s intention to seek that
certification for fiscal year 1991;

(3) the Secretary determined that the State did
not meet the requirements of section 5(d)(2)(A)
of such Act for fiscal year 1991; and

(4) the State made a payment to each local
educational agency in the State (other than a
local educational agency that received a pay-
ment under section 3(d)(2)(B) of such Act for fis-
cal year 1991) in an amount equal to the dif-
ference between the amount such agency re-
ceived under such Act for fiscal year 1991 and
the amount such agency would have received
under such Act for fiscal year 1991 if payments
under such Act had not been taken into consid-
eration in awarding State aid to such agencies
for fiscal year 1991.

(b) REPAYMENT NOT REQUIRED.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, any local
educational agency in a State that meets the re-
quirements of paragraphs (1) through (4) of sub-
section (a) and that received funds under sec-
tion 3(d)(2)(B) of the Act of September 30, 1950
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(Public Law 874, 81st Congress) for fiscal year

1991 (as such section was in effect for such fiscal

year) shall not, by virtue of subsection (a), be

required to repay those funds to the Secretary of

Education.

SEC. 8. SPECIAL RULE RELATING TO AVAILABIL-
ITY OF FUNDS FOR THE LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCY SERVING THE
NORTH HANOVER TOWNSHIP PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, NEW JERSEY, UNDER PUB-
LIC LAW 874, 81ST CONGRESS.

The Secretary of Education shall not consider
any funds that the Secretary of Education de-
termines the local educational agency serving
the North Hanover Township Public Schools,
New Jersey, has designated for a future liability
under an early retirement incentive program as
funds available to such local educational agen-
cy for purposes of determining the eligibility of
such local educational agency for a payment for
fiscal year 1994, or the amount of any such pay-
ment, under section 3(d)(2)(B) of the Act of Sep-
tember 30, 1950 (Public Law 874, 81st Congress),
as such section was in effect for such fiscal
year.

SEC. 9. CORRECTED LOCAL CONTRIBUTION RATE.

(a) COMPUTATION.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation shall compute a payment for a local edu-
cational agency under the Act of September 30,
1950 (Public Law 874, 81st Congress) for each of
the fiscal years 1991 through 1994 (as such Act
was in effect for each of those fiscal years, as
the case may be) using a corrected local con-
tribution rate based on generally comparable
school districts, if—

(1) an incorrect local contribution rate was
submitted to the Secretary of Education by the
State in which such agency is located, and the
incorrect local contribution rate was verified as
correct by the Secretary of Education; and

(2) the corrected local contribution rate is sub-
ject to review by the Secretary of Education.

(b) PAYMENT.—Using funds appropriated
under the Act of September 30, 1950 (Public Law
874, 81st Congress) for fiscal years 1991 through
1994 that remain available for obligation (if
any), the Secretary of Education shall make
payments based on the computations described
in subsection (a) to the local educational agency
for such fiscal years.

SEC. 10. STATE EQUALIZATION PLANS.

Subparagraph (A) of section 8009(b)(2) of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7709(b)(2)) is amended by strik-
ing ““more than’ and all that follows through
the period and inserting ‘“more than 25 per-
cent.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr.
CUNNINGHAM] and the gentleman from
Oregon [Mr. BLUMENAUER] each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. CUNNINGHAM].

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in favor of H.R.
3269, the Impact Aid Technical Amend-
ments Act.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern-
ment has a responsibility to children
attending schools that lose tax reve-
nues associated with a Government fa-
cility, such as a military base. That is
why we have impact aid. What happens
is many times someone in the military
will sign up in one State and maintain
their residency there. They pay their
State taxes to that State. They then
receive orders to another State and
their children may attend school in
that new State. But the tax revenue
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does not follow them. This is what im-
pact aid does. It equals out the amount
of the impact on those schools.

Unfortunately, parts of the impact
aid law last authorized in the 103rd
Congress are having unintended effects
or are failing to keep up with changing
circumstances. Some school districts
may not receive the impact aid that
their circumstances demand, so H.R.
3269 makes minor technical corrections
in the impact aid law so that federally
impacted school districts are treated
fairly.

H.R. 3269 was adopted by voice vote
in the House on May 7, 1996. It made
four changes in the impact aid law.
Two were related to Federal property
payments, one addressed the effects of
military housing renovation, and the
last clarified the intent of Congress
with regard to impact aid payments to
Hawaii.

The Senate made additional tech-
nical changes, which | support. They
include a long overdue adjustment for
schools near West Point in New York;
a technical change involving the ef-
fects of a heavily impacted New Jersey
school pension escrow account upon its
impact aid payment in a previous fiscal
year; a matter affecting a small num-
ber of schools in South Dakota; a pro-
vision previously adopted by the Sen-
ate regarding impact aid within the
State of Nebraska; and a delay in the
equalization mandate for schools in the
States of Kansas and Alaska.

Mr. Speaker, in developing this legis-
lation, we sought to include minor
technical corrections in three -cat-
egories: unintended consequences of
the previous authorization, areas
where the Department interpreted Con-
gressional intent in an unintended
way, and issues unforeseen by the 103rd
Congress. It is not a comprehensive
correction, particularly when one con-
siders the many new ways the military
is arranging family housing.

Mr. Speaker, | urge adoption of H.R.
3269, the Impact Aid Technical Amend-
ments, so we can send it to the Presi-
dent to become law.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3269, the Impact Aid Technical Amend-
ments of 1996. The Impact Aid Program
was reauthorized during the 103d Con-
gress. At that time, significant changes
were made to the existing Impact Aid
Program which greatly enhanced its
operation.

During this Congress, the Committee
on Economic and Educational Opportu-
nities held a hearing to review how the
changes in the Impact Aid Program
were being carried out. We discovered
that on the whole, the Impact Aid Pro-
gram is functioning much more effec-
tively as a result of the changes made
during the 103d Congress. However, we
also discovered certain situations
where there was a need for minor cor-
rections, H.R. 3269 makes the necessary
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technical corrections to further en-
hance the operation of the Impact Aid
Program and | urge my colleagues to
support the bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume for a colloquy with the gen-
tleman from lllinois [Mr. FAWELL].

| yield to the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. FAWELL].

Mr. FAWELL. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the chairman for yielding. | regret that
I have not had the opportunity to take
a good long look at the details at least,
or the ramifications of the amendment
that was affixed to this bill in the Sen-
ate.

I represent several school districts in
my district back in Illinois which re-
ceive section 8002 funds, and I am very
concerned that an amendment, or the
amendment that was affixed to this bill
in the Senate would essentially provide
that a large portion of new funding, |
guess we cannot ascertain just how
much, for this program would go to one
particular school district in 1997, and,
more importantly, every fiscal year
thereafter.

That does concern me, because, of
course, there are a lot of districts
throughout this country who are not
getting full funding as it is right now,
and if all future increases in appropria-
tions were to be subject to this amend-
ment, | think I would have to object.

I would request, therefore, of the
chairman, and perhaps the ranking
member might want to have something
to say about this, that we revisit this
issue at a later date, with the under-
standing that an adjustment would be
made so that the changes in the dis-
tribution formula are not in effect for
every increase in appropriations for fu-
ture fiscal years, but would be basi-
cally in effect only for the fiscal year
that we are dealing with, fiscal year
1997, and not for future fiscal years.
That is the deep concern | have.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, the gentleman is
correct. There will be other changes in
the future. This is one. That particular
school district was West Point, which
is one of our academies that was im-
pacted due to a special significance. It
was not my district or any particular
district, but it was a military academy
that was being affected.

But | agree. To be fair, we need to
make sure that one district does not
get all of the dollars, and that it is
equalized. We will revisit this in the
next Congress.

Mr. FAWELL. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the chairman. So there would be an as-
sumption that we would limit the bene-
fits of this bill, insofar as that one par-
ticular district is concerned, to the in-
crease in appropriations for this fiscal
year, and not for future fiscal years.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. The gentleman
is correct.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
have no further requests for time, and
| yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
New Jersey [Mr. SAXTON].

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, in a colloquy just heard
between the gentleman from Califor-
nia, Mr. CUNNINGHAM, and the gen-
tleman from Illinois, Mr. FAWELL, a re-
quest on the part of Mr. FAWELL was
that we revisit the issue of impact aid
in the future Congresses. | would re-
mind all Members that we revisit the
issue of impact aid in every Congress,
and I am glad we are revisiting it in
this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I compliment the gen-
tleman from California, Mr.
CUNNINGHAM, and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, the chairman of the full
committee, Mr. GOODLING, for the job
they have done in recognizing there are
and were and probably will be some in-
equities in this very complicated for-
mula.

Mr. Speaker, what makes it com-
plicated is that in each State, because
each State and locality has a different
method of funding their schools, from
time to time the Federal formula does
not work as we would intend it to.
Therefore, from time to time we need
to make changes and modifications and
adjustments to the formula.

In one case in particular, for exam-
ple, in New Jersey, it happens to be in
my district, North Hanover Township,
there is the school that provides the
educational facilities and programs for
the boys and girls who are dependents
of the Air Force families at McGuire
Air Force Base. North Hanover Town-
ship has 85 percent of its student body
which comes from military dependents
from McGuire Air Force Base. In this
case, in 1994 the North Hanover school
district lost or did not receive almost
$2 million which was intended to sup-
port those military dependent children.
So this bill makes that correction and
restores those funds for this school and
benefits a large number of military de-
pendent children.

Mr. Speaker, | think this is a very
fine effort on the part of this Congress
and in particular on the part of the
gentleman from  California [Mr.
CUNNINGHAM] and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. GoobDLING], and |
urge support for this bill.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, all I would say is some
of the things we work with in Congress
are on a bipartisan basis, and this is
one of them. Quite often when you are
taking a look at the amount of dollars
available from the Federal Government
to go to specific programs, then we can
reach a consensus on both sides of the
aisle.

I would like to thank the new gen-
tleman to the committee, the gen-
tleman from Oregon [Mr.
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BLUMENAUER], for his partnership, as
well as the gentlewoman from Hawaii
[Mrs. MINK], who has worked diligently
on this particular bill, and the gentle-
woman from New York [Mrs. KELLY],
and a host of others.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further speak-
ers, and | yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
CUNNINGHAM] that the House suspend
the rules and concur in the Senate
amendment to H.R. 3269.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate amendment was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the Senate amendment to
H.R. 3269.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
ACT OF 1996

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3864) to reform the manage-
ment practices of the General Account-
ing Office, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3864

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “General Ac-
counting Office Act of 1996"".

TITLE I—AMENDMENTS TO LAWS AU-
THORIZING AUDITING, REPORTING, AND
OTHER FUNCTIONS BY THE GENERAL
ACCOUNTING OFFICE

SEC. 101. TRANSFERS AND TERMINATIONS OF

FUNCTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) FUNCTIONS TRANSFERRED.—INn any case
in which a provision of law authorizing the
performance of a function by the Comptrol-
ler General of the United States or the Gen-
eral Accounting Office is amended by this
title to substitute another Federal officer,
employee, or agency in that authorization,
the authority under that provision to per-
form that function is transferred to the
other Federal officer, employee, or agency.

(2) FUNCTIONS TERMINATED.—IN any case in
which a provision of law authorizing the per-
formance of a function by the Comptroller
General of the United States or the General
Accounting Office is repealed by this Act,
the authority under that provision to per-
form that function is terminated.

(3) DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS.—The Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget
may delegate, in whole or in part, to any
other agency or agencies any function trans-
ferred to or vested in the Director under sec-
tion 103(d), 105(b), 116, or 202(n) of this Act,
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and may transfer to such agency or agencies
any personnel, budget authority, records,
and property received by the Director pursu-
ant to subsection (b) of this section that re-
late to the delegated functions.

(b) INCIDENTAL TRANSFERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Incident to any transfer of
authority under subsection (a)(1), there shall
be transferred to the recipient Federal offi-
cer, employee, or agency such personnel,
records, budget authority, and property of
the General Accounting Office as the Comp-
troller General and the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget jointly deter-
mine to be necessary to effectuate the trans-
fer.

(2) EFFECT ON PERSONNEL.—Personnel
transferred under this section shall not be
separated or reduced in classification or
compensation for one year after any such
transfer, except for cause.

(c) REFERENCES.—With respect to any func-
tion or authority transferred under this Act
and exercised on or after the effective date of
that transfer, reference in any Federal law
to the Comptroller General or to any officer
or employee of the General Accounting Of-
fice is deemed to refer to the Federal officer
or agency to which the function or authority
is transferred under this Act.

(d) SAVINGS PROVISIONS.—

(1) ORDERS AND OTHER OFFICIAL ACTIONS NOT
AFFECTED.—AII orders, determinations,
rules, regulations, permits, grants, con-
tracts, certificates, licenses, and privileges—

(A) which have been issued, made, granted,
or allowed to become effective by the Comp-
troller General or any official of the General
Accounting Office, or by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, in the performance of
any function or authority transferred under
this Act, and

(B) which are in effect at the time of the
transfer;

shall continue in effect according to their
terms until modified, terminated, super-
seded, set aside, or revoked in accordance
with law.

(2) PENDING MATTERS AND PROCEEDINGS.—
This Act shall not affect any pending mat-
ters or proceedings, including notices of pro-
posed rulemaking, relating to a function or
authority transferred under this Act. Such
matters or proceedings shall continue under
the authority of the agency to which the
function or authority is transferred until
completed or terminated in accordance with
law.

(3) JuUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS AND CAUSES OF
ACTIONS.—No suit, action, or other proceed-
ing or cause of action relating to a function
or authority transferred under this Act shall
abate by reason of the enactment of this Act.
If, before the date on which a transfer of a
function or authority this Act takes effect,
the Comptroller General of the United States
or any officer or employee of the General Ac-
counting Office in their official capacity is
party to a suit relating to the function or au-
thority, then such suit shall be continued
and the head of the agency to which the
function or authority is transferred, or other
appropriate official of that agency, shall be
substituted or added as a party.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), this title shall take effect on
the date of enactment of this Act.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Sections 103(d), 105(b), and
116 shall take effect 60 days after the date of
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 102. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 2,
UNITED STATES CODE (THE CON-
GRESS).

(a) COMPLIANCE REPORTING ON REDUCTION IN
EMPLOYEE POSITIONS.—Section 307(c) of the
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1994
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(Public Law 103-69; 107 Stat. 710; 2 U.S.C. 60-
1 note) is amended by striking ‘“‘shall”’ and
inserting “may”’.

(b) WAIVER OF ERRONEOUS PAYMENTS IN THE
SENATE.—Section 2(a) of the Act of July 25,
1974 (Public Law 93-359; 88 Stat. 394; 2 U.S.C.
130c(a)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence by striking **, if
the claim is not the subject of an exception
made by the Comptroller General in the ac-
count of any accountable officer or official’’;
and

(2) in the third sentence by striking
“shall’” the first place it appears and insert-
ing “may’’.

(c) WAIVER OF ERRONEOUS PAYMENTS IN THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.—Section 3(a) of
the Act of July 25, 1974 (Public Law 93-359; 88
Stat. 395; 2 U.S.C. 130d(a)) is amended, in the
first sentence, by striking *, if the claim is
not the subject of an exception made by the
Comptroller General in the account of any
accountable officer or official”.

(d) REPORT ON SEQUESTRATION OF FUNDS TO
MEET DEFICIT REDUCTION GOALS.—Section
254 of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 904) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking:

‘30 days later GAO compliance re-
port.”’;
and

(2) in subsection (i), by striking “On the
date specified in subsection (a)”” and insert-
ing ‘““Upon request of the Committee on the
Budget of the House of Representatives or
the Senate™.

SEC. 103. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 5,
UNITED STATES CODE (GOVERN-
MENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOY-
EES).

(@) TRANSMITTAL OF REPORTS.—Section
1213(e) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (3) by striking the comma
after “President” and inserting ‘“‘and’”, and
by striking *‘, and the Comptroller General’’;
and

(2) in paragraph (4) by striking the comma
after “‘President” and inserting “‘and’, and
by striking ‘*, and the Comptroller General’.

(b) WITHHOLDING OF PAY.—Section 5512(b)
of title 5, United States Code, is amended by
striking ““General Accounting Office’” and in-
serting ‘“‘employing agency’’.

(c) DESIGNATION OF BENEFICIARY.—Section
5582(a) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking the second sentence and
inserting the following: ‘““An employee may
change or revoke a designation at any time
under regulations promulgated—

‘(1) by the Director of the Office of Person-
nel Management or his designee, in the case
of an employee of an executive agency;

““(2) jointly by the President pro tempore
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, or their designee, in the
case of an employee of the legislative
branch; and

“(3) by the Chief Justice of the United
States or his or her designee, in the case of
an employee of the judicial branch.”.

(d) WAIVER OF ERRONEOUS PAYMENTS.—Sec-
tion 5584 of title 5, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1) by striking “Comptrol-
ler General of the United States’ and insert-
ing “‘authorized official’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2) by inserting “‘and” at
the end of subparagraph (A), by striking sub-
paragraph (B), by redesignating subpara-
graph (C) as subparagraph (B), and by strik-
ing ‘““Comptroller General’ in subparagraph
(B) (as so redesignated) and inserting ‘‘au-
thorized official’’;

(2) in subsection (b) by striking ‘““Comptrol-
ler General” and inserting ‘“‘authorized offi-
cial”’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(g) For the purpose of this section, the
term ‘authorized official’ means—

““(1) the head of an agency, with respect to
an agency or employee in the legislative
branch; or

““(2) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, with respect to any other
agency or employee.”.

(e) REGULATIONS AND REPORTS.—Section
5707(b)(1)(A) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States,”.

(f) GAO AuUDIT OF AGENCY COMPLIANCE.—
Section 5(b) of the Hotel and Motel Fire
Safety Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-391; 5
U.S.C. 5707 note) is repealed.

(g) PROCEDURES FOR DEPOSIT OF EMPLOY-
EES’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO RETIREMENT FUNDS.—
Sections 8334(a)(2), 8422(c), and 8432(f) of title
5, United States Code, are each amended by
striking ‘““Comptroller General of the United
States” and inserting ‘‘Secretary of the
Treasury’.

(h) TRANSMITTAL OF COPY OF REPORT ON
THE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT AND DISABIL-
ITY FUND.—Section 8348(l) of title 5, United
States Code, is amended by striking the last
sentence in paragraph (1).

(i) TRANSMITTAL OF COPY OF REPORT ON THE
THRIFT SAVINGS FUND.—Section 8438(h) of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by
striking “‘and the Comptroller General of the
United States’ in the last sentence of para-
graph (1).

(J) RECEIPT OF CoPY OF CPA EXAMINATION
OF THRIFT SAVINGS FUND.—Section 8439(b)(3)
of title 5, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘““and the Comptroller General of the
United States”.

SEC. 104. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 7,

UNITED STATES CODE (AGRI-
CULTURE).
(@) AUDIT OF WASHINGTON FAMILY INDE-

PENDENCE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.—Section
21(g) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
2030(g)) is amended by striking ‘“‘shall”’ and
inserting “may”’.

(b) REPORTS ON AMOUNTS OBLIGATED AND
EXPENDED BY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOR ADVISORY SERVICES.—Section 641 of the
Rural Development, Agriculture, and Relat-
ed Agencies Appropriations Act, 1990 (7
U.S.C. 2207a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ““(1)”” after *““(a)’’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘shall (A) submit” and in-
serting ‘‘shall submit’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘, and (B) transmit a copy
of such report to the Comptroller General of
the United States’’;

(2) by striking subsection (b);

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) of sub-
section (a) as subsection (b); and

(4) in subsection (b) (as so redesignated)—

(A) by striking ‘““paragraph (1)’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘subsection (a)’’; and

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A),
(B), and (C) as paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), re-
spectively.

SEC. 105. AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 10, UNITED
STATES CODE (ARMED FORCES).

(a) WAIVER OF RECOVERY OF ERRONEOUS AN-
NUITY PAYMENTS.—Sections 1442 and 1453 of
title 10, United States Code, are amended by
striking ‘‘and the Comptroller General’.

(b) WAIVER OF RECOVERY OF ERRONEOUS
OVERPAYMENTS.—Section 2774 of such title is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘““Comp-
troller General” and inserting ‘‘Director of
the Office of Management and Budget’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘““and’” at
the end of subparagraph (A), striking sub-
paragraph (B), redesignating subparagraph
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(C) as subparagraph (B), and in that subpara-
graph (as so redesignated), striking ‘““Comp-
troller General” and inserting ‘‘Director of
the Office of Management and Budget’’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking “The
Comptroller General’’ and inserting ‘“The Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget’.

(c) CERTIFICATION TO COMPTROLLER GEN-
ERAL OF UNCOLLECTABILITY OF ADVANCES.—
Section 2777(b)(2)(B) of such title is amended
by striking ‘‘to the Comptroller General’.

(d) MAINTAINING ACCOUNTS OF MILITARY DE-
PARTMENTS.—Section 2778 of such title is re-
pealed, and the table of sections at the be-
ginning of chapter 165 of such title is amend-
ed by striking the item relating to that sec-
tion.

(e) RADIOGRAMS AND TELEGRAMS.—Sections
4592 and 9592 of such title are amended by
striking “‘, or may file a claim with the Gen-
eral Accounting Office for’” in the second
sentence and inserting ‘“‘of”".

SEC. 106. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 12,
UNITED STATES CODE (BANKS AND
BANKING).

(&) REPORT ON PREPURCHASE AND FORE-
CLOSURE-PREVENTION COUNSELING DEM-
ONSTRATION.—Section 106(d) of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C.
1701x(d)) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (9);

(2) in paragraph (5)(A), by
“(10)(K)’” and inserting ““(9)"’;

(3) in paragraph (8), by striking ““(for pur-
poses of the study and report under para-
graph (9))’; and

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (10), (11),
(12), and (13) as paragraphs (9), (10), (11), and
(12), respectively.

(b) ANNUAL GAO COMPLIANCE AUDIT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 141(a)(2) of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Im-
provement Act of 1991 (12 U.S.C. 1823 note) is
amended by striking ‘“‘shall annually audit™
and inserting ‘‘shall audit, under such condi-
tions as the Comptroller General determines
to be appropriate,”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The heading for
paragraph (2) of section 141(a) of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation Improvement
Act of 1991 (12 U.S.C. 1823 note) is amended
by striking ‘“ANNUAL GAO’” and inserting
“GAO™.

(c) QUARTERLY REPORT ON FDIC CoMmPLI-
ANCE WITH LIMITS ON OUTSTANDING OBLIGA-
TIONS.—Section 102 of the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation Improvement Act of
1991 (12 U.S.C. 1825 note) is amended by strik-
ing subsection (b).

(d) PROMPT CORRECTIVE ACTION: GAO RE-
VIEW.—Section 38(k)(5) of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1831o(k)(5)) is
amended to read as follows:

“(5) GAO REVIEW.—The Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall, under such
conditions as the Comptroller General deter-
mines to be appropriate, review reports made
under paragraph (1) and recommend im-
provements in the supervision of insured de-
pository institutions (including the imple-
mentation of this section).””.

(e) GAO REPORTS ON RISK-BASED INSURANCE
PREMIUMS, ACCESS TO ASSOCIATION CAPITAL,
AND  SUPPLEMENTAL PREMIUMS.—Section
204(a) of the Farm Credit Banks and Associa-
tions Safety and Soundness Act of 1992 (Pub-
lic Law 102-552; 106 Stat. 4106; 12 U.S.C. 2277a-
4 note) is amended by striking ‘“‘shall”” and
inserting “may’’.

(f) REVIEW OF FEDERAL AGRICULTURAL
MORTGAGE CORPORATION GUARANTEE FEES.—
Section 8.10(b)(4) of the Farm Credit Act of
1971 (12 U.S.C. 2279aa-10(b)(4)) is amended—

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“ANNUAL REVIEW”’ and inserting ‘““REVIEW’’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘shall annually’ and insert-
ing “may”’.

striking
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(g) GAO STUDIES OF APPRAISALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1112(c) of the Fi-
nancial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and
Enforcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 3341) is
amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ““At the
end of the 18-month period’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘“‘study” and inserting “The
Comptroller General of the United States
may conduct, under such conditions as the
Comptroller General determines appropriate,
studies’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking “‘required
under’ and inserting ‘‘referred to in”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The heading for
section 1112(c)(1) of Financial Institutions
Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act of
1989 (12 U.S.C. 3341(c)(1)) is amended by strik-
ing “STUDY REQUIRED” and inserting ‘“GAO
STUDIES™.

(h) AuDpIT OF OFFICE OF FEDERAL HOUSING
ENTERPRISE OVERSIGHT.—Section 1319E of
the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 4524) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence—

(A) by striking ‘‘shall”
“may’’; and

(B) by inserting “, and any such audit shall
be conducted’ after ““Office”’; and

(2) by striking the last sentence.

(i) SHARING OF INFORMATION.—Section 11(t)
of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act (12
U.S.C. 1821(t)) is amended by adding at the
end of paragraph (2)(A) the following new
clause:

““(vi) The General Accounting Office.”.

SEC. 107. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 15,
UNITED STATES CODE (COMMERCE
AND TRADE).

Section 31(b)(1)(B) of the Federal Fire Pre-
vention and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2227(b)(1)(B)) is amended by striking clause
(iii).

SEC. 108. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 16,
UNITED STATES CODE (CONSERVA-
TION).

(a) LICENSES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF WATER
RESOURCESs.—Section 6 of the Federal Power
Act (16 U.S.C. 799) is amended by striking the
last sentence.

(b) AuDIT OF THE BROWNSVILLE WETLANDS
PoLicy CENTER.—Section 202(d)(4) of the
Brownsville Wetlands Policy Act of 1994 (108
Stat. 338) is repealed.

(c) AuDIT OF CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COST
ALLOCATION.—Section 211 of the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 (Public Law 102-575) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““Comptroller General of the
United States” and inserting ‘‘Inspector
General of the Department of the Interior’;
and

(2) by striking ‘“‘in accordance with regula-
tions which the Comptroller General shall
prescribe’.

(d) REPORT ON GLEN CANYON COSTS AND
BENEFITS.—Section 1804 of the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 (Public Law 102-575) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b); and

(2) by redesignating subsections (c), (d),
and (e) as subsections (b), (c), and (d), respec-
tively.

SEC. 109. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 18,
UNITED STATES CODE (CRIMES AND
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE).

(a) PRESIDENTIAL PROTECTION ASSISTANCE:
DETERMINATION OF FAIR MARKET VALUE OF
IMPROVEMENTS.—Section 5(b) of the Presi-
dential Protection Assistance Act of 1976
(Public Law 94-524; 90 Stat. 2476; 18 U.S.C.
3056 note) is amended by striking ‘““Comptrol-
ler General of the United States’ and insert-
ing “Director™.

(b) DISPUTES OVER PURCHASE OF PRISON-
MADE PRODUCTS BY FEDERAL DEPART-
MENTS.—Section 4124(b) of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘““Comp-
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troller General of the United States’ and in-

serting ‘“‘Attorney General”.

SEC. 110. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 19,
UNITED STATES CODE (CUSTOMS
DUTIES).

(a) AuDITS OF THE CUSTOMS FORFEITURE
FUND.—Section 613A(e)(2) of the Tariff Act of
1930 (19 U.S.C. 1613b(e)(2)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘annual financial’’; and

(2) by inserting before the period the fol-

lowing: “, under such conditions as the
Comptroller General determines appro-
priate”.

(b) REPORT ON BUSINESSES ESTABLISHED BY
CUSTOMS SERVICE FOR UNDERCOVER OPER-
ATIONS.—Section 3131(b) of the Anti-Drug
Abuse Act of 1986 (19 U.S.C. 2081(b)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘““and the Comptroller Gen-
eral”.

SEC. 111. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 22,
UNITED STATES CODE (FOREIGN RE-
LATIONS AND INTERCOURSE).

(a) ACCOUNTS OF ADVANCES FOR OPERATIONS
OF THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION ON
THE U.S.-CANADA BOUNDARY WATERS.—The
first section of the Act of March 2, 1921
(chapter 113; 22 U.S.C. 268b) is amended by
striking ‘“‘chiefs of parties’ the first place it
appears and all that follows through ‘‘chiefs
of parties’ the next place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘chiefs of parties’.

(b) PREPARATION OF SCOPE OF AUDIT AND
REVIEW OF AUDITS OF INTER-AMERICAN DE-
VELOPMENT BANK.—Section 14 of the Inter-
American Development Bank Act (22 U.S.C.
283j-1) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘“Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
prepare for the Secretary of the Treasury”
and inserting ‘“‘Secretary of the Treasury
shall prepare’’; and

(2) in subsection (c), in the second sen-
tence, by striking ‘“‘shall periodically” and
inserting “may’’.

(c) REPORTS BY THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING
OFFICE.—Section 4 of the Foreign Direct In-
vestment and International Financial Data
Improvements Act of 1990 (22 U.S.C. 3143) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “‘report re-
quired under” and inserting ‘‘reports re-
ferred to in’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ““(b)’”” and all that follows
through *“‘shall submit” and inserting “‘(b)
REPORTS.—Consistent with the provisions of
this section, the Comptroller General may
submit’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘Congress, a report” and
inserting ‘“Congress reports’’;

(C) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘the report
of the Secretary of Commerce’ and inserting
“‘reports issued by the Secretary of Com-
merce under section 3’’; and

(D) by striking the last sentence of the
subsection.

SEC. 112. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 25,
UNITED STATES CODE (INDIANS).

(a) CoPIES OF INDIAN SERVICE CONTRACTS.—
Section 7 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (25
U.S.C. 96), is repealed.

(b) CoPiES OF INDIAN SERVICE CONTRACT
BiDs.—Section 3 of the Act of August 15, 1876
(25 U.S.C. 97), is amended by striking *‘; and
an abstract of all bids or proposals received
for the supplies or services embraced in any
contract shall be attached to, and filed with,
the said contract when the same is filed in
the office of the Second Comptroller of the
Treasury’ and inserting in lieu thereof a pe-
riod.

SEC. 113. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 26,
UNITED STATES CODE (INTERNAL
REVENUE CODE).

Section 7608(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 7608(c)(2)), is amended
by striking ‘““‘and the Comptroller General of
the United States’’.
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SEC. 114. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 28,
UNITED STATES CODE (JUDICIARY
AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE).

Section 2410(e) of title 28, United States
Code, is amended by striking, in the second
sentence, ‘“‘shall so report to the Comptroller
General who™.

SEC. 115. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 31,
UNITED STATES CODE (MONEY AND
FINANCE).

(a) TREATMENT OF RECORDS CONTAINING
BANKING  AGENCY  INFORMATION.—Section
714(d) of title 31, United States Code, is
amended by striking the last sentence of
paragraph (1) and by amending paragraph (2)
to read as follows:

““(2) The Comptroller General shall prevent
unauthorized access to records or property of
or used by an agency that the Comptroller
General obtains during an audit.”.

(b) REPORT ON AUDITS AND CONFIDENTIALITY
OF TAXPAYER INFORMATION.—Section 719 of
title 31, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (d); and

(2) by redesignating subsections (e), (f), (9),
(h), and (i) as subsections (d), (e), (f), (g), and
(h), respectively.

(c) COMPLIANCE REPORTING ON ADMINISTRA-
TIVE EXPENSES.—Section 308(c) of the Legis-
lative Branch Appropriations Act, 1994 (Pub-
lic Law 103-69; 107 Stat. 710; 31 U.S.C. 1105
note) is amended by striking ‘‘shall’”” and in-
serting “‘may”’.

(d) PAYING CHECKS AND DRAFTS.—Section
3328 of title 31, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘“‘until
the Comptroller General settles the ques-
tion” and inserting ‘“‘until the question is
settled’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by striking “‘on set-
tlement by the Comptroller General’’; and

(3) in subsection (d), by striking ““With the
approval of the Comptroller General, the”
and inserting “The”’.

(e) WITHHOLDING CHECKS To BE SENT TO
FOREIGN COUNTRIES.—Section 3329(b)(4) of
title 31, United States Code, is amended by
striking the last two sentences and inserting
“The Secretary shall credit the accounts of
the drawer and drawee.”.

(f) PROPERTY RETURNS.—

(1) REPEAL.—Section 3531 of title 31, United
States Code, is repealed.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 35 of
title 31, United States Code, is amended by
striking the item relating to section 3531.

(g) CLAIMS COLLECTION AND COMPROMISE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3711 of title 31,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(2), by inserting before
the semicolon the following: “‘, except that
only the Comptroller General may com-
promise a claim arising out of an exception
the Comptroller General makes in the ac-
count of an accountable official’’;

(B) by striking subsection (b);

(C) by redesignating subsections (c), (d),
(e), and (f) and the first subsection (g) in
order as subsections (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f);
and

(D) in subsection (d) (as so redesignated),
by striking ‘“‘and the Comptroller General™’
and by striking “jointly’” from paragraph (2).

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 3701(d) of title 31, United
States Code, is amended by striking “3711(f)”
and inserting ‘“3711(e)”’.

(B) Section 552a of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by striking ““3711(f)”” each
place it appears and inserting “*3711(e)"".

(C) Section 2780(b) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ““3711(f)”” and
inserting “*3711(e)”".

(D) Section 4(d)(6) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (Chapter 841; 22
U.S.C. 2671(d)(6)) is amended by striking
““3711(f)”” and inserting ‘‘3711(e)”".
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(E) Section 204(f)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 404(f)(1)) is amended by strik-
ing “*3711(f)”” and inserting ““3711(e)”.

(h) AuUDIT OF PROCEEDS FROM SALES OF
COMMEMORATIVE CoOINS.—Section 303 of Pub-
lic Law 103-186 (31 U.S.C. 5112 note) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘“‘Before the end of the 1-
year period” and all that follows through
“the Comptroller General of the United
States shall’” and inserting ‘““The Comptrol-
ler General of the United States may’’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘sale of such coins’ and in-
serting ‘‘sale of commemorative coins”.

(i) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF INTER-
GOVERNMENTAL FINANCING.—Section 6 of the
Cash Management Improvement Act of 1990
(31 U.S.C. 6503 note) is repealed.

(J) CONSULTATION ON ACCOUNTING, AUDIT
AND FISCAL PROCEDURES.—Section 6703(d)(6)
of title 31, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘after consultation with the Comp-
troller General of the United States”.

(k) REVIEWS OF LOCAL PARTNERSHIP ACT
PROGRAM.—Section 6718(b) of title 31, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘shall””
each place it appears and inserting “may’’.
SEC. 116. AMENDMENT TO TITLE 32, UNITED

STATES CODE (NATIONAL GUARD).

Section 716 of title 32, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking “Comp-
troller General” and inserting ‘‘Director of
the Office of Management and Budget’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘“‘and’” at
the end of subparagraph (A), striking sub-
paragraph (B), redesignating subparagraph
(C) as subparagraph (B), and in that subpara-
graph (as so redesignated), striking ‘““Comp-
troller General” and inserting ‘‘Director of
the Office of Management and Budget’’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking “The
Comptroller General’’ and inserting ‘““The Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget’.

SEC. 117. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 33,
UNITED STATES CODE (NAVIGATION
AND NAVIGABLE WATERS).

Section 214 of the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4831-4832; 33
U.S.C. 2281 note) is repealed.

SEC. 118. AMENDMENT TO TITLE 37, UNITED
STATES CODE (PAY AND ALLOW-
ANCES OF THE UNIFORMED SERV-
ICES).

Section 902(b) of title 37, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘the General
Accounting Office, under the direction of the
Secretary of the Navy, may’ and inserting
‘““the Secretary of the Navy may”’.

SEC. 119. AMENDMENT TO TITLE 38, UNITED
STATES CODE (VETERANS' BENE-
FITS).

Section 711(d) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘, upon re-
quest of either of such Committees,” in the
first sentence after ‘‘the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall”.

SEC. 120. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 40,

UNITED STATES CODE (PUBLIC
BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND
WORKS).

(a) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES OF SALES FROM
PROCEEDS.—Section 1 of the Act of June 8,
1896 (29 Stat. 268; 40 U.S.C. 485a) is amended
by striking *“, as approved by the accounting
officers of the Treasury,”.

(b) FURNISHING DETERMINATIONS TO THE
GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE.—Section
210(a)(8) of the Federal Property and Admin-
istrative Services Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C.
490(a)(8)) is amended by striking ‘. A copy of
every such determination so made shall be
furnished to the General Accounting Office”.
SEC. 121. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 41,

UNITED STATES CODE (PUBLIC CON-
TRACTS).

(a) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW OF

FRAUDULENT WAR CONTRACT SETTLEMENTS.—
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Section 16 of the Contract Settlement Act of
1944 (41 U.S.C. 116) is repealed.

(b) RECORDS OF WAR CONTRACT FINANCING
AND TERMINATIONS.—Section 18(a) of the Con-
tract Settlement Act of 1944 (41 U.S.C. 118(a))
is amended—

(1) by striking ““(1)”’; and

(2) by striking *‘; and (2) the records in con-
nection therewith to be transmitted to the
General Accounting Office”.

(c) CopPIES OF CONTRACTS AND ADMINISTRA-
TIVE DETERMINATIONS.—Section 307(b) of the
Federal Property and Administrative Serv-
ices Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 257(b)) is amended
by striking the second sentence.

SEC. 122. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 42,
UNITED STATES CODE (PUBLIC
HEALTH AND WELFARE).

(a) CONSULTATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF
HEALTH.—Section 408(a)(3) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 284c(a)(3)) is
amended by striking the last sentence.

(b) AuDIT OF NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH.—Section 499(n) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 290b(n))
is repealed.

(c) CONSULTATION AND REPORTS ON GRANTS
FOR TRANSITION FROM HOMELESSNESS.—Sec-
tion 528 of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 290cc-28) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘“‘the
Comptroller General of the United States,
and’’; and

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘““Comp-
troller General of the United States in co-
operation with the” and by striking the
comma after ““Administration”.

(d) CONSULTATION AND REPORT ON TRAUMA
CARE GRANTS.—Section 1216(a) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300d-16(a)) is
amended by striking ‘“‘and the Comptroller
General of the United States”.

(e) CONSULTATION ON MENTAL HEALTH AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE BLOCK GRANTS.—Section
1942(a) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 300x-52(a)) is amended by striking
“‘and the Comptroller General’’.

(f) STATE REPORTS ON MATERNAL AND CHILD
HEALTH PROGRAMS.—Section 506(a)(1) of the
Act of August 14, 1935, ch. 531 (42 U.S.C.
706(a)(1)) is amended by striking ‘“‘and the
Comptroller General’.

(9) ReViEw HHS CALCULATION OF REIM-
BURSEMENT RATE.—Section 4204(b) of the Om-
nibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 1395mm note) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (4);

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking “Taking
into account the recommendations made
pursuant to paragraph (4), on”” and inserting
“On”’; and

(3) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (4).

(h) STUDY OF OWNERSHIP OF PROVIDERS OF
MEDICARE SERVICES BY REFERRING PHYSI-
CIANS.—

(1) Section 6204(e) of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1989 (42 U.S.C. 1395nn
note) is repealed.

(2) Section 6204(f) of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1989 (42 U.S.C. 1395nn
note) is amended by striking ‘“and the Comp-
troller General™’.

(i) REPORTS ON PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRIC-
ING.—Section 4401(d) of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 1396r-8
note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by—

(A) striking ““‘By not later than May 1 of
each year, the” and inserting ‘“The”’;

(B) striking ‘‘an annual’”’ and inserting
“a’”; and

(C) striking “‘retail and’’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (6).

(J) STUDY OF DEMONSTRATION TO ATTRACT
PENSION FUND INVESTMENT IN AFFORDABLE
HousING.—Section 6 of the HUD Demonstra-
tion Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) is amended
by—
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(1) striking subsection (i); and

(2) redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (i).

(k) AuDIT oF HUD Low-INCOME HOUSING Ac-
COUNTS.—Section 10(a)(2) of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437h) is
amended by—

(1) striking ‘“‘annually’’;

(2) striking, after ‘‘accounts
“‘shall”’, and inserting ‘“may’’;

(3) striking ‘“‘in accordance with the prin-
ciples and procedures applicable to commer-
cial transactions’’; and

(4) striking *‘, and no other audit shall be
required”’.

(I) REPORT ON THE FAMILY SELF-SUFFI-
CIENCY PROGRAM.—Section 23(m) of the Unit-
ed States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437u(m)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘shall”’,
“may’’; and

(B) by striking ““(1) IN GENERAL.—"’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (2).

(m) METHODOLOGY OF STuDY.—Section
211(B)(f)(2) of Public Law 101-515, as amended
by the Violent Crime Control and Law En-
forcement Act of 1994, is amended by strik-
ing “shall serve” and all that follows
through “‘approve’ and inserting ‘“may serve
in an advisory capacity, may oversee the
methodology, and may approve™.

(n) STUDIES OF INCENTIVE GRANTS FOR
LocAL  DELINQUENCY  PREVENTION  PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 5(b) of the Act of November
4, 1992 (42 U.S.C. 5781 note, Public Law 102-
586), is amended to read as follows:

“(b) GAO STUDIES AND REPORTS.—Under
such conditions as the Comptroller General
of the United States determines appropriate,
the General Accounting Office may conduct
studies and report to Congress on the effects
of the program established by subsection (a)
in encouraging States and units of general
local government to comply with the re-
quirements of part B of title Il of the Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act
of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5631-5633)."".

(0) AUDITS OF RECIPIENTS OF LOAN GUARAN-
TEES FOR ALTERNATIVE FUEL DEMONSTRATION
FACILITIES.—Section 19(x)(1) of the Federal
Nonnuclear Energy Research and Develop-
ment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5919(x)(1)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ““(A)”’;
and

(2) by striking subparagraph (B).

(p) REPORT ON USE OF SUBPOENA AUTHORITY
To GET ENERGY INFORMATION.—Section 502(f)
of the Energy Policy and Conservation Act
(42 U.S.C. 6382(f)) is repealed.

(g) CONSULTATION WITH THE SECRETARY OF
ENERGY CONCERNING TERMINATION OF LOAN
GUARANTEES.—Section 451 of the Energy
Conservation in Existing Buildings Act of
1976 (42 U.S.C. 6881) is amended, in subsection
(d) and in the first sentence of subsection
(e)(1), by striking ““and the Comptroller Gen-
eral”.

(r) REPORT ON POLLUTION CONTROL STRATE-
GIES AND EMPLOYMENT EFFECTS OF CLEAN AIR
ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1990.—Section 812(b) of
the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 7612 note) is repealed.

(s) REPORT ON ENERGY CONSERVATION BY
FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Section 801(c) of the
National Energy Conservation Policy Act (42
U.S.C. 8287(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ““(1)”’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (2).

(t) EVALUATION OF HOMELESS ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS.—Section 105 of the Stewart B.
McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11304) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘shall annually’ and insert-
ing “may’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘, and submit to the Con-
gress an annual summary of the status of
each program authorized under this Act”.

which”’,

and inserting
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(u) CONSULTATION ON ACCOUNTING, AUDIT
AND FISCAL PROCEDURES.—Section 30203(b)(5)
of the Violent Crime Control and Law En-
forcement Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 13753(b)(5)) is
amended by striking ‘‘after consultation
with the Comptroller General of the United
States”.

(v) STUuDY OF SKILLED NURSING FACILI-
TIES.—Section 6026 of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1989 (Public Law 101-
239) is repealed.

(W) REPORT ON GEOGRAPHIC COST ADJUST-
MENT FOR DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT.—
Section 135(c)(2) of the Social Security Act
Amendments of 1994 (Public Law 103-432) is
amended—

(1) by striking the dash and ““(A)”” and in-
serting a comma, and

(2) by striking “‘; and’’ and all that follows
and inserting a period.

SEC. 123. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 44,
UNITED STATES CODE (PUBLIC
PRINTING AND DOCUMENTS).

(a) AuUDIT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING OF-
FICE.—Section 309 of title 44, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (d) to read as
follows:

““(d) The Inspector General of the Govern-
ment Printing Office shall audit the finan-
cial and operational activities of the Govern-
ment Printing Office each year. The audits
shall be conducted under the direction of the
Joint Committee on Printing. For purposes
of the audits, the Inspector General shall
have such access to the records, files, person-
nel, and facilities of the Government Print-
ing Office as the Inspector General considers
appropriate. The Inspector General shall fur-
nish reports of the audits to the Congress
and the Public Printer.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

‘“(e) The Public Printer shall prepare an
annual financial statement meeting the re-
quirements of section 3515(b) of title 31, Unit-
ed States Code. Each financial statement
shall be audited in accordance with applica-
ble generally accepted Government auditing
standards—

““(1) by an independent external auditor se-
lected by the Public Printer, or

““(2) at the request of the Joint Committee
on Printing, by the Inspector General of the
Government Printing Office.

““(f) The Comptroller General of the United
States may audit the financial statement
prepared under subsection (e) at his or her
discretion or at the request of the Joint
Committee on Printing. An audit by the
Comptroller General shall be in lieu of the
audit otherwise required by that sub-
section.””.

(b) PUBLICATION OF DECISIONS OF THE COMP-
TROLLER GENERAL.—

(1) Section 1311 of title 44, United States
Code, is repealed.

(2) The table of sections for chapter 13 of
title 44, United States Code, is amended by
striking out the item relating to section
1311.

SEC. 124. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 45,
UNITED STATES CODE (RAILROADS).

Section 1036(f) of the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (45
U.S.C. 831 note) is amended by striking ‘“‘and
annually thereafter,”.

SEC. 125. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 46,
UNITED STATES CODE (SHIPPING).

Section 901(a) of the Merchant Marine Act
of 1936 (46 U.S.C. App. 1241(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“: Provided, That the Comp-
troller General of the United States’ and in-
serting The Administrator of General
Services shall prescribe regulations under
which agencies’; and

(2) by striking ‘““credit any allowance’ and
inserting ‘“‘pay for or reimburse officers or
employees”.
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SEC. 126. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 47,

UNITED STATES CODE (TELE-
GRAPHS, TELEPHONES, AND RADIO-
TELEGRAPHS).

(a) APPROVE STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE
CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR
VALUING  VOLUNTEER  SERVICES.—Section
397(9) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47
U.S.C. 397(9)) is amended, in the last sen-
tence—

(1) by striking ““and approved by the Comp-
troller  General pursuant to section
396(g)(5)”’; and

(2) by striking “‘with respect to such serv-
ices provided to public telecommunications
entities after such standards are approved by
the Comptroller General and only™".

(b) REPORT ON PAYMENTS BY ATTORNEY
GENERAL TO CARRIERS FOR INTERCEPTION OF
COMMUNICATIONS.—

(1) Section 112(b)(1) of the Communications
Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (47
U.S.C. 1010(b)(1)) is amended by amending
the matter preceding subparagraph (A) to
read as follows:

““(1) On or before April 1, 1996, the Comp-
troller General of the United States, and
every two years thereafter, the Inspector
General of the Department of Justice, shall
submit to the Congress a report, after con-
sultation with the Attorney General and the
telecommunications industry—"".

(2) Section 112(b)(2) of the Communications
Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (47
U.S.C. 1010(b)(2)) is amended—

(A) after ““include”, by striking ‘“the’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘of the Comptroller Gen-
eral”.

SEC. 127. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 49,
UNITED STATES CODE (TRANSPOR-
TATION).

(a) AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS OF DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION.—Section 5334(c)(2) of title
49, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘““the Comptroller General shall’’ and in-
serting “‘for”.

(b) REPORT ON MASS TRANSPORTATION
NEEDS.—Sections 5335(c) and 5335(d) of title
49, United States Code, are each amended by
striking ‘‘and in January of every 2d year
after 1993.

(c) AuDIT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR
LocAL RAIL FREIGHT SERVICE.—Section
22107(b) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘“‘and the Comptroller
General™.

(d) TRANSPORTATION BY FOREIGN AIR CAR-
RIERS.—Section 40118(c) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘““Comp-
troller General shall’”” and inserting “Admin-
istrator of General Services shall prescribe
regulations under which agencies may”’.

(e) AUDIT OF AVIATION INSURANCE OFFERED
BY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.—Sec-
tion 44308(e) of title 49, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘. The Comptroller
General shall audit those accounts’ and in-
serting “‘for audit”.

(f) AuDIT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR
AIRPORT AND AIRWAY DEVELOPMENT.—Sec-
tion 47121(c) of title 49, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by striking
“Comptroller General” and inserting ‘“‘Sec-
retary’’;

(2) in the second sentence—

(A) by striking ““Not later than April 15 of
each year, the’’, and inserting “The”’; and

(B) by striking “shall”” and inserting
“may’’; and

(3) by striking the third sentence.

(g) STUDY OF ENHANCED PROCUREMENT AU-
THORITY FOR FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION.—Section 9206 of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-
508) is repealed.
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SEC. 128. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 50,
UNITED STATES CODE (WAR AND NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE).

(a) AuDIT OF TERMINATION PAYMENTS ON
CONTRACTS FOR CERTAIN AIR DEFENSE SYs-
TEMS.—Section 1 of the Act of March 30, 1949
(62 Stat. 17; 50 U.S.C. 491), is amended in the
third sentence of the second paragraph—

(1) by striking ‘“no termination payment
shall be final until audited and approved
by”’;

(2) by striking ““which’ after ““General Ac-
counting Office’’; and

(3) by inserting ‘‘of audit’ after ‘“‘purpose’.

(b) DETERMINATIONS OF ENTITLEMENT TO
WAR CLAIM AWARDS.—Section 213(d) of the
War Claims Act of 1948 (50 U.S.C. App.
20171(d)) is amended by striking ‘“Comptrol-
ler General’’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary of the
Treasury’.

(c) FOREIGN PoLICY CONTROLS: CONSULTA-
TION WITH CONGRESS.—Section 6(f)(3) of the
Export Administration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C.
App. 2405(f)(3)) is amended by striking the
second sentence.

SEC. 129. AMENDMENT RELATING TO THE DIS-

TRICT OF COLUMBIA

Section 145 of the District of Columbia Re-
tirement Reform Act (sec. 1-725, D.C. Code)
is amended as follows:

(1) In subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ““(1)”’,

(ii) by striking ‘‘and the Comptroller Gen-
eral’”’, and

(iii) by striking ‘‘each’ the first and third
places it appears; and

(B) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3).

(2) In subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘““Comp-
troller General pursuant to subsection (b)”
and inserting ‘“‘enrolled actuary pursuant to
subsection (a)’’.

(3) In subsection (c)(3)(A)—

(A) by striking ‘““Comptroller General pur-
suant to subsection (b)”” and inserting ‘‘en-
rolled actuary pursuant to subsection (a)’’;

(B) by striking “and the Comptroller Gen-
eral”’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘of the Comptroller Gen-
eral”.

(4) In subsection (c)(3)(B), by striking ‘‘the
Comptroller General, the Board,” and insert-
ing ‘““the Board™.

(5) In subsection (c)(3)(C)(1)—

(A) by striking “The Comptroller General,
on the basis of such reports from the Board
and’ and inserting ‘“The Board, on the basis
of such reports from™’;

(B) by striking ‘““The Comptroller General
shall report the amount of such reduction so
caused to the Board and’ and inserting “The
Board shall report the amount of such reduc-
tion so caused’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘he receives’ and inserting
““the Board receives’.

(6) In subsection (c)(3)(C)(2), by striking
“‘by the Comptroller General.

TITLE II—CONFORMING AMEND- MENTS
TO ENACT TRANSFERS AND DELEGA-
TIONS OF FUNCTIONS UNDER OTHER
LAWS

SEC. 201. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this title is to amend provi-
sions of law to reflect, update, and enact
transfers and subsequent delegations of func-
tions made under section 211 of the Legisla-
tive Branch Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public
Law 104-53, 109 Stat. 535), as in effect imme-
diately before this title takes effect.

SEC. 202. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

(a) CLAIMS FOR PROCEEDS FROM SALE OF
HOUSEHOLD AND PERSONAL EFFECTS.—Section
5564(h) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘““General Accounting
Office’” each place it appears and inserting
“Administrator of General Services’.
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(b) SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF DECEASED
EMPLOYEES.—Section 5583 of title 5, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a) by striking “Comptrol-
ler General of the United States’ and insert-
ing “‘Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement’’; and

(2) in subsection (b) by striking the first
sentence and inserting: ‘“The Director may
by regulation prescribe the method for set-
tlement of accounts payable under sub-
section (a) of this section.”.

(c) REMISSION OF LIQUIDATED DAMAGES.—
Section 2312 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘““‘Comptroller Gen-
eral” and inserting ‘““Secretary of the Treas-
ury’.

()(/j) DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED PROPERTY.—
Section 2575(d) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Comptroller
General of the United States’ both places it
appears and inserting ‘‘Secretary of De-
fense”’.

(e) PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.—Sections 2733(d)
and 2734(d) of title 10, United States Code,
are amended by striking ‘“Comptroller Gen-
eral” and inserting ‘“‘Secretary of the Treas-
ury”.

();) SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF DECEASED
MEMBERS.—Section 2771(c) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:

““(c) Payments under subsection (a) shall
be made by the Secretary of Defense.”’.

(g) DISPOSITION OF EFFECTS OF DECEASED
MEMBERS.—Sections 4712 and 9712 of title 10,
United States Code, are amended by striking
subsection (g).

(h) SETTLEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL
CLAIMS.—Section 7 of the International
Claims Settlement Act of 1949 (22 U.S.C. 1626)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)—

(A) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘““Comptrol-
ler General’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary of the
Treasury’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘““Comptrol-
ler General of the United States’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘Secretary of the Treasury’’; and

(2) in subsection (d) by striking ‘‘, or the
Comptroller General of the United States, as
the case may be,”.

(i) ESTATES OF DECEDENTS.—Section 1709 of
the Revised Statutes (22 U.S.C. 4195) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘““General Accounting Of-

fice”” each place it appears and inserting
“Department of State’’;

(2) in the penultimate paragraph—

(A) in the first sentence, by striking

“Comptroller General of the United States,
or such member of the General Accounting
Office as he may duly empower to act as his
representative for the purpose,” and insert-
ing ‘““Secretary of State or the Secretary’s
representative’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“Comptroller General’” and
inserting ‘‘Secretary of State’’; and

(3) in the last paragraph—

(A) by striking ““office’”” and inserting ‘“‘de-
partment’’; and

(B) by striking ‘““Comptroller General’’ and
inserting ‘‘Secretary of State’.

(j) DISPOSITION OF EFFECTS OF DECEASED
ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME RESI-
DENTS.—Section 1520 of the Armed Forces
Retirement Home Act of 1991 (24 U.S.C. 420)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)(C)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Comptroller General of
the United States’ in the second sentence
and inserting ‘‘Secretary of Defense’’; and

(B) by striking ‘““Comptroller General’ in
the third sentence and inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary’’; and

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘Comptroller General of
the United States” in paragraph (1) and in-
serting ‘‘Secretary of Defense’’; and
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(B) by striking ‘““Comptroller General’ in
paragraphs (2) and (3) and inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary’’.

(k) PAYMENT OF JUDGMENTS AND CoOM-
PROMISE SETTLEMENTS.—Section 2414 of title
28, United States Code, is amended in the
first paragraph by striking ‘“General Ac-
counting Office’” each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘Secretary of the Treasury’.

() PAYMENT OF JUDGMENTS.—Section
2517(a) of title 28, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘““General Accounting
Office’” and inserting ‘‘Secretary of the
Treasury’.

(m) JUDGMENT FUND CERTIFICATIONS.—Sec-
tion 1304 of title 31, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘“Comptroller General”
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of the Treasury”.

(n) CLAIMS SETTLEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3702 of title 31,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in the heading by striking ‘“‘of the
Comptroller General’’;

(B) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘“(a) Except as provided in this chapter or
another law, all claims of or against the
United States Government shall be settled as
follows:

““(1) The Secretary of Defense shall settle—

“(A) claims involving uniformed service
members’ pay, allowances, travel, transpor-
tation, retired pay, and survivor benefits;
and

““(B) claims by transportation carriers in-
volving amounts collected from them for
loss or damage incurred to property incident
to shipment at Government expense.

““(2) The Director of the Office of Personnel
Management shall settle claims involving
Federal civilian employees’ compensation
and leave.

““(3) The Administrator of General Services
shall settle claims involving expenses in-
curred by Federal civilian employees for offi-
cial travel and transportation, and for relo-
cation expenses incident to transfers of offi-
cial duty station.

““(4) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall settle claims not oth-
erwise provided for by this subsection or an-
other provision of law.”’;

(C) in subsection (b)(1), by amending that
portion of the second sentence preceding sub-
paragraph (A) to read ‘““The claim must be re-
ceived by the official responsible under sub-
section (a) for settling the claim or by the
agency that conducts the activity from
which the claim arises within 6 years after
the claim accrues except—"’;

(D) in subsection (b)(2) by striking ‘‘pre-
sented to the Comptroller General”’ and in-
serting ‘“‘received”, and by striking ‘“‘clause”’
and inserting ‘“‘paragraph’’;

(E) by amending subsection (b)(3) to read
as follows:

“(3) A claim that is not received in the
time required under this subsection shall be
returned with a copy of this subsection, and
no further communication is required.”’; and

(F) in subsection (d), by striking ‘““Comp-
troller General’” the first place it appears
and inserting ‘‘official responsible under sub-
section (a) for settling the claim’; and by
striking ““Comptroller General’’ every other
place it appears and inserting ‘“‘official’’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—Chapter 37 of
title 31, United States Code, is amended in
the table of sections at the beginning of the
chapter, by amending the item relating to
section 3702 to read as follows:

*“3702. Authority to settle claims.”.

(0) TRANSPORTATION CLAIMS.—Section 3726
of title 31, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (f) by striking ‘“‘and the
Comptroller General prescribe jointly” and
inserting ‘“‘prescribes’’; and
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(2) in subsection (g)(1) by striking ‘““Comp-
troller General”” and inserting ‘“Adminis-
trator of General Services”.

(p) SETOFF AGAINST JUDGMENTS.—Section
3728 of title 31, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘“Comptrol-
ler General” the first place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘Secretary of the Treasury’’; and

(2) by striking ‘“Comptroller General’’ each
place it appears thereafter and inserting
““Secretary’’.

(q) SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF DECEASED
MEMBERS.—Section 714(c) of title 32, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by striking
“Comptroller General”’ and inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’; and

(2) by striking the second sentence.

(r) PAYMENT OF CLAIMS RELATING TO NA-
TIONAL GUARD ACTIVITIES.—Section 715(d) of
title 32, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘““Comptroller General’’ and insert-
ing ‘““Secretary of the Treasury”’.

(s) CLAIMS FOR NET PROCEEDS FROM SALES
OF HOUSEHOLD AND PERSONAL EFFECTS.—Sec-
tion 554(h) of title 37, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘““General Accounting
Office’” each place it appears and inserting
““‘Secretary of Defense”.

(t) CANCELLATION OF CHECKS MAILED TO DE-
CEASED PAYEES.—Section 5122 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by striking
“‘upon settlement by the General Accounting
Office”.

(u) WAIVER OF LIQUIDATED DAMAGES.—Sec-
tion 10(a) of the Act of September 5, 1950 (64
Stat. 591; 41 U.S.C. 256a), is amended by
striking ‘““Comptroller General”’ and insert-
ing “Secretary of the Treasury’’.

SEC. 203. REPEAL.

Section 211 of the Legislative Branch Ap-
propriations Act, 1996 (Public Law 104-53; 109
Stat. 535) is amended to read as follows:

““SEC. 211. Personnel transferred pursuant
to this section, as in effect immediately be-
fore the effective date of section 303 of the
General Accounting Office Act of 1996, shall
not be separated or reduced in classification
or compensation for one year after any such
transfer, except for cause.”.

SEC. 204. AUTHORITY TO RENDER DECISIONS.

Section 3529(b) of title 31, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The Comptroller General
shall’”” and inserting ‘“‘(1) Except as provided
in paragraph (2), the Comptroller General
shall’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(2) A decision requested under this sec-
tion concerning a function transferred to or
vested in the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under section 211(a) of
the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act,
1996 (109 Stat. 535), as in effect immediately
before the effective date of title Il of the
General Accounting Office Act of 1996, or
under this Act, shall be issued—

“(A) by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, except as provided in
subparagraph (B); or

““(B) in the case of a function delegated by
the Director to another agency, by the head
of the agency to which the function was dele-
gated.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman for Ohio
[Mr. LATOURETTE] and the gentle-
woman from New York [Mrs. MALONEY]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. LATOURETTE].

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.
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Mr. Speaker, the General Accounting
Office has provided the U.S. Congress
and the American people with informa-
tion about the operation of the Federal
Government since 1921. Since that
time, the GAO has investigated, au-
dited and testified about nearly every
topic under the Sun. When Members of
Congress need accurate, objective
facts, they turn to the capable work of
the auditors and investigators at the
GAO.

However, many things have changed
since 1921. Title | of this bill eliminates
over 100 statutory mandates that Con-
gress has previously imposed upon the
GAO. Most of these mandates are au-
diting and reporting requirements that
no longer represent the most effective
use of the GAO’s limited resources.

The bill also transfers certain execu-
tive-type functions from the GAO to
the Office of Management and Budget
and other executive branch agencies
which are better suited to perform
these functions.

The GAO has undergone a 25-percent
reduction in its budget over the last 2
years. Enactment of H.R. 3864 will help
the GAO deal with the effects of this
large budget reduction.

GAO officials have estimated that re-
lieving the agencies of the mandates
covered by this bill will result in a sav-
ings of between $7 to $10 million, which
can be applied against the budget re-
ductions already made. The Congres-
sional Budget Office has also estimated
that the enactment of this bill will re-
sult in a savings consistent with the 25-
percent reduction in GAO’s budget.

The amendments to H.R. 3864 con-
form the bill to the version reported by
the Committee on Government Reform
and Oversight. A list of the mandates
that are included in this bill was cir-
culated for review by all chairs and
ranking members of each House com-
mittee having jurisdiction over them.
There were no objections to the repeals
and transfers now contained in the bill.
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Finally, H.R. 3864 has been reviewed
by OMB, and no objections were raised.
Title | of the bill makes conforming
amendments to provisions of law that
reflect transfer of GAO functions to
other agencies enacted last year by
section 211 of the fiscal year 1996 Legis-
lative Branch Appropriations Act.

Mr. Speaker, | include in the RECORD
with my remarks a section-by-section
analysis of the bills.

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS OF H.R. 3864
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

Section 1 provides that the bill may be
cited as the ‘““General Accounting Office Act
of 1996.”"

TITLE I—AMENDMENTS TO LAWS AU-
THORIZING AUDITING, REPORTING,
AND OTHER FUNCTIONS BY THE GEN-
ERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
In general
Title | eliminates over 100 existing statu-

tory mandates affecting the General Ac-

counting Office (GAO) that do not represent
the most efficient and effective use of GAO’s
limited resources. Most of the provisions of
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title I fall into one of the following two cat-
egories:

Elimination of ‘‘executive’” type functions.
These provisions relieve GAO of statutory
functions that do not further GAO’s current
mission and are more appropriate for per-
formance by the Executive Branch. Func-
tions that are still relevant to government
operations are transferred to Executive
Branch agencies. Certain obsolete functions
are repealed.

Elimination of auditing and reporting man-
dates. These provisions relieve GAO of statu-
tory auditing and reporting requirements,
while preserving GAO’s authority to conduct
the audit pursuant to a specific Congres-
sional request or at its own initiative. Thus,
the provisions give GAO flexibility to apply
its resources where they are most needed.

Title | includes a number of other provi-
sions that will enhance the efficiency of
GAQO'’s operations, and eliminate unnecessary
paperwork requirements for GAO as well as
Executive Branch agencies. For example,
title | eliminates a number of mandates for
Executive agencies to submit copies of infor-
mation to GAO where GAO is not required to
take action with respect to the information
and could readily obtain the information if
needed.

The provisions of title I, described below,
are organized by the location of the affected
statutory mandates in the United States
Code.

SEC. 101. TRANSFERS AND TERMINATIONS OF
FUNCTIONS.

Section 101 contains standard transition,
incidental transfer, and savings provisions
relating to those functions transferred from
GAO to Executive Branch agencies. Among
other things, it authorizes the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
to delegate to other Executive agencies func-
tions transferred to OMB.

SEC. 102. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 2,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) makes discretionary rather
than mandatory GAO reports on reductions
in Congressional staff levels.

Subsection (b) makes discretionary rather
than mandatory GAO investigations of appli-
cations for waiver of recovery of overpay-
ments to Senate employees that exceed
$1,500. It also deletes the limitation on the
Secretary of the Senate’s authority to grant
waiver when there is an exception by GAO.
GAO rarely, if ever, conducts the type of
voucher audits that could lead to exceptions.
If there was such an exception, the Secretary
would still be free to take it into account
when deciding whether waiver is appropriate.

Subsection (c) deletes a limitation on the
authority of the Speaker of the House to
waive claims against House employees aris-
ing out of erroneous payments of pay and al-
lowances if the claim is the subject of a GAO
exception.

Subsection (d) deletes a requirement that
GAO report within 30 days on whether each
budget sequestration order by the President
is necessary, and whether the order and any
related reports are in compliance with the
law. The amendment requires GAO to make
the compliance report only when asked to do
so by either the Senate or House Budget
Committee.

SEC. 103. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 5,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) deletes the requirement for
the Special Counsel of the Merit Systems
Protection Board to send copies of certain
documents to GAO.

Subsection (b) deletes a requirement that
GAO report to the Attorney General on cer-
tain balances owed to the government by
Federal employees. The amendment sub-
stitutes the employing agency for GAO.
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Subsection (c) transfers from GAO to the
Office of Personnel Management (OPM) re-
sponsibility to prescribe regulations govern-
ing how Federal employees designate bene-
ficiaries to receive money due to them in the
event of their deaths.

Subsection (d) transfers from GAO to OMB
responsibility to issue regulations and make
determinations concerning waivers of recov-
ery of erroneous payments of pay and allow-
ances to Federal civilian employees.

Subsection (e) eliminates the requirement
that GAO consult with the Administrator of
General Services on annual reports concern-
ing the cost of official travel, including the
use of privately owned vehicles by Federal
employees on official business.

Subsection (f) eliminates the mandate for
annual GAO reports on Federal agency com-
pliance with requirements that Federal em-
ployees on temporary duty use lodgings that
meet fire and safety standards.

Subsection (g) transfers from GAO to the
Secretary of the Treasury responsibility for
prescribing procedures for the deposit in the
Treasury of Federal employee contributions
to the Civil Service Retirement Fund.

Subsection (h) deletes the requirement
that the Secretary of the Treasury send GAO
copies of reports to the Congress on the oper-
ation and status of the Civil Service Retire-
ment and Disability Fund.

Subsection (i) deletes the requirement that
the Secretary of the Treasury send GAO cop-
ies of reports to the Congress on the oper-
ation and status of the Thrift Savings Fund.

Subsection (j) deletes the requirement that
copies of annual financial audits of the
Thrift Savings Fund by a qualified public ac-
countant be sent to GAO.

SEC. 104. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 7,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) makes discretionary rather
than mandatory GAO audits and reports on
the operation of the Washington Family
Independence Demonstration Project.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that GAO receive and review annual reports
to Congress by the Secretary of Agriculture
on expenditures by the Department for pro-
curement of advisory and assistance serv-
ices.

SEC. 105. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 10,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) deletes the requirement
that GAO determine, jointly with the sec-
retary of the military service concerned,
whether waiver of recovery is appropriate for
overpayments of beneficiaries of service
members under the Retired Serviceman’s
Family Protection Plan or the Survivor Ben-
efit Plan.

Subsection (b) transfers from GAO to OMB
responsibility to issue regulations and make
determinations concerning waivers of recov-
ery of erroneous payments of pay and allow-
ances to members of the uniformed services.

Subsection (c) deletes the requirement
that the head of a military department
transmit to GAO certifications that uncol-
lected advances in military financial ac-
counts are uncollectible and should be writ-
ten off.

Subsection (d) deletes requirements that
GAO maintain accounts related to receipts
and expenditures of the military depart-
ments, and that GAO submit annual and
other reports to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury on such accounts.

Subsection (e) repeals GAO’s responsibility
to settle claims by commercial telegraph or
radio companies to collect forwarding
charges owed them in connection with their
cooperation with Army and Air Force com-
munications activities.

SEC. 106. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 12,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) deletes the mandate that

GAO conduct a study of a demonstration
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project to test the effectiveness of counsel-
ing in preventing defaults and foreclosures
on FHA-insured loans.

Subsection (b) eliminates the mandate for
annual GAO audits of the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation and the Resolution
Trust Corporation to determine their com-
pliance with least cost resolution require-
ments.

Subsection (c) eliminates the mandate
that GAO report on compliance by the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation with ob-
ligation limits and repayment requirements
after each calendar quarter in which FDIC
has certain obligations outstanding.

Subsection (d) eliminates the requirement
that GAO review annually all reports of ma-
terial losses to deposit insurance funds.

Subsection (e) eliminates the requirement
that GAO evaluate and report on the fea-
sibility and appropriateness of authorizing
the Farm Credit System Insurance Corpora-
tion to establish a risk-based insurance pre-
mium structure, to collect supplemental pre-
miums, and to assess associations.

Subsection (f) deletes the requirement for
annual GAO audits on the actuarial sound-
ness and reasonableness of loan guarantee
fees established by the Federal Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation.

Subsection (g) eliminates requirements for
GAO to conduct studies and issue reports on
the adequacy and quality of real estate ap-
praisals used by financial institutions for
certain real estate-related transactions.

Subsection (h) eliminates requirements for
GAO to audit the operations of the Office of
Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight.

Subsection (i) adds language to section
11(t) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act to
reaffirm that a banking agency does not
waive litigation privileges by providing in-
formation to GAO. It appears that GAO is an
‘“‘agency”” as defined in 18 U.S.C. 6, and,
therefore, already is covered by section 11(t)
of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act. By ex-
plicitly referring to GAO in section 11(t), the
amendment removes any question that may
exist.

SEC. 107. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 15,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 107 eliminates the requirement
that GAO report on certifications that Fed-
eral funds may be used to build or buy cer-
tain office space that is not protected by an
automatic sprinkler system or the equiva-
lent because no suitable building is available
at an affordable cost.

SEC. 108. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 16,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
that copies of certain licenses issued by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission be
deposited with GAO.

Subsection (b) repeals the requirement
that GAO report periodically on the oper-
ations of the Brownsville Wetlands Policy
Center.

Subsection (c) eliminates requirements
that GAO report on the allocation of costs of
the Central Utah Project, and that GAO pre-
scribes regulations for conducting audits.
The amendment transfers responsibility for
the report to the Inspector General of the
Department of the Interior and deletes the
requirement for regulations.

Subsection (d) eliminates the requirement
for GAO to audit and report on the costs and
benefits of management policies and oper-
ations of the Glen Canyon Dam.

SEC. 109. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 18,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
that GAO determine whether improvements
to non-government property at public ex-
pense, for the purpose of protecting the
President or anyone else entitled to Secret
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Service protection, have increased the prop-
erty’s fair market value. The amendment
transfers this responsibility to the Director
of the Secret Service.

Subsection (b) deletes the requirement
that the Comptroller General serve as a
member of a board that settles disputes over
purchases of Federal Prison Industry Prod-
ucts by Federal agencies. The amendment
leaves the Attorney General, the Adminis-
trator of General Services, and the Presi-
dent, or their representatives, as members.
SEC. 110. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 19,

UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
that GAO conduct annual financial audits of
the Customs Forfeiture Fund.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that the Customs Service report to GAO on
the sale or other disposition of a business en-
tity used by the Customs Service as part of
an undercover investigation. It retains the
requirement that such reports be made to
the Secretary of the Treasury.

SEC. 111. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 22,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
that accounts on advances of appropriated
funds made to the U.S. Commissioner serv-
ing on the International Joint Commission
on the U.S.-Canada Boundary Waters be sub-
mitted to GAO.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirements
for GAO to prepare, for the Secretary of the
Treasury, the scope of the audit and the au-
diting and reporting standards for use in
connection with audits of the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank, and to periodically
review the audits.

Subsection (c) eliminates the requirement
that GAO review and report annually on the
first three of the Commerce Department’s
annual reports concerning direct foreign in-
vestment in the United States.

SEC. 112. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 25,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
that copies of contracts entered into for the
Indian Service be sent to GAO. (The func-
tions of the former Indian Service are now
vested in the Secretary of the Interior.)

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that copies of abstracts of bids or proposals
on any contract in connection with activi-
ties of the Indian Service be filed with GAO.
SEC. 113. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 26,

UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 113 eliminates the requirement
that the Commissioner of Internal Revenue
report to GAO on the sale or other disposi-
tion of a business entity used by IRS as part
of an undercover investigation. It retains the
requirement that such reports be made to
the Secretary of the Treasury.

SEC. 114. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 28,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 114 eliminates GAO’s responsibil-
ity to issue certificates releasing property
liens in favor of the United States.

SEC. 115. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 31,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) deletes the requirement
that certain records obtained by GAO in con-
ducting audits of Federal banking agencies
be stored at banking agency locations. This
eliminates a barrier to consolidating GAO’s
banking agency auditors at the GAO head-
quarters building—a move that would result
in cost savings and greater efficiency in op-
erations. Existing statutory requirements to
ensure that GAO safeguards sensitive bank-
ing information are retained.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that GAO report annually on: procedures
prescribed to protect the confidentiality of
tax return information; the scope and sub-
ject matter of GAO audits of the Internal
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Revenue Service and the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms; and the findings,
conclusions, and recommendations of such
audits.

Subsection (c) deletes the mandate that
GAO report on compliance with require-
ments for reductions in administrative costs
in the Legislative Branch.

Subsection (d) eliminates the requirement
that the Secretary of the Treasury, when on
notice of a question of law or fact about a
check drawn on the Treasury, defer payment
of the check until GAO settles the question.
It also repeals the requirement for GAO ap-
proval of Treasury regulations on payment
of government checks and drafts.

Subsection (e) eliminates the requirements
that the Secretary of the Treasury send to
GAO government checks intended to be sent
to foreign countries on which the Secretary
withholds payment, and that GAO credit the
accounts of the drawer and the drawee for
the amount of the check. The amendment
transfers the check-crediting function to the
Secretary of the Treasury.

Subsection (f) repeals the requirement that
when the head of an Executive department
determines that an accountable officer
should be held liable for the loss of govern-
ment property, the department head must
certify the charge to GAO in order for GAO
to charge the appropriate account for the
amount of the loss. This provision of existing
law reflects a method of accounting for
losses that has been superseded.

Subsection (g) eliminates the Comptroller
General’s responsibility to prescribe, with
the Attorney General claims collection
standards governing collection and com-
promise of claims in favor of the Federal
Government. The amendment leaves author-
ity for the standards with the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Subsection (h) deletes the mandate for
GAO to audit the payment to private recipi-
ents of surcharges assigned to them by law
from sales of commemorative coins, and the
use and expenditure of the money by the pri-
vate recipients.

Subsection (i) eliminates the requirement
for GAO to report on the implementation of
the Cash Management Improvement Act of
1990.

Subsection (j) eliminates the requirement
that the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment consult with GAO on guidelines
for accounting, audit, and fiscal procedures
to be used by local governments to qualify
for crime prevention grants.

Subsection (k) eliminates the requirement
for GAO to review activities of the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development to evalu-
ate compliance with requirements of the
crime prevention block grant program under
the Violent Crime and Law Enforcement Act
of 1994.

SEC. 116. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 32,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 116 transfers from GAO to OMB re-
sponsibility to issue regulations and make
determinations concerning waivers of recov-
ery of erroneous payments of pay and allow-
ances to National Guard personnel.

SEC. 117. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 33,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 117 deletes the requirement that
GAO report and make recommendations on
how to improve the equitable distribution of
water resources development projects in
rural areas, and on giving greater emphasis
to benefits assumed to result from such
projects.

SEC. 118. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 37,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 118 deletes the requirement that
the Comptroller General, under the direction
of the Secretary of the Navy, fix the date of
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loss of naval vessels that are presumed lost,

for purposes of settling accounts of certain

persons aboard the vessels.

SEC. 119. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 38,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 119 eliminates the mandate that
GAO report on any plan by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs for a systematic reduction
of the number of Department employees at a
specific grade level. The amendment pro-
vides that such a report is required only
when requested by either the Senate or
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

SEC. 120. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 40,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) deletes the requirement
that GAO approve the payment of expenses
incurred in connection with the sale of pub-
lic property.

Subsection (b) deletes the requirement
that the Administrator of General Services
send to GAO copies of determinations to ex-
ceed the statutory limit that otherwise ap-
plies to expenditures for repair or improve-
ment of rented property.

SEC. 121. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 41,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) repeals requirements that
GAO review termination settlements with
war contractors; report to agencies on settle-
ments that may have been induced by fraud;
and report to Congress on agency settlement
procedures.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that the Administrator of General Services
send to GAO records prepared in connection
with termination settlements with war con-
tractors.

Subsection (c) eliminates the requirement
that the Executive Branch officials send
GAO copies of their determinations to omit
the GAO access-to-records clause from nego-
tiated contracts and determinations to make
advance payments to contractors.

SEC. 122. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 42,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) deletes the requirement
that the Secretary of Health and Human
Services consult with GAO on annual report-
ing of administrative and support expenses
of the National Institutes of Health.

Subsection (b) deletes the requirements for
GAO to report on whether the law establish-
ing the National Foundation for Biomedical
Research adequately prevents conflicts of in-
terest, and to report on compliance with
guidelines established under the law.

Subsection (c) eliminates the requirement
that GAO, in cooperation with the Adminis-
trator of the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, evaluate at
least every three years the use of grants for
assistance in transition from homelessness.
The amendment makes the Administrator
solely responsible for the periodic evalua-
tions. The amendment also eliminates a re-
quirement that the Secretary of Health and
Human Services consult with the Comptrol-
ler General on the content of annual reports
by States on the program.

Subsections (d) through (f) delete the re-
quirements that the Secretary of Health and
Human Services consult with the Comptrol-
ler General on the content of annual reports
by the States on their use of various grants.

Subsection (g) eliminates the requirement
that GAO review and report on the proposal
of the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices for more accurately calculating a reim-
bursement rate for medical care providers
that enter into risk-sharing agreements with
the Secretary.

Subsection (h) eliminates the requirement
for GAO to review the ownership of hospitals
and other providers of Medicare services by
referring physicians.

Subsection (i) eliminates the requirement
for GAO to report annually on pricing of pre-
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scription drugs sold to the Federal Govern-
ment, purchasing groups, and managed care
plans.

Subsection (j) eliminates the requirement
for a GAO study of a demonstration project,
under the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, to attract pension fund invest-
ment in affordable housing.

Subsection (k) eliminates the requirement
that GAO conduct an annual audit of the in-
tegral set of accounts required to be main-
tained by the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in connection with low-
income housing programs.

Subsection (I) deletes the requirement for
GAO to submit reports on the Family Self-
Sufficiency program of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

Subsection (m) eliminates the requirement
that the Comptroller General serve in an ad-
visory capacity and perform certain over-
sight functions with respect to the National
Commission to Support Law Enforcement.
The amendment grants GAO discretion over
its provision of assistance to the Commis-
sion.

Subsection (n) repeals the requirement for
GAO to report on the Incentive Grants for
Local Delinquency Prevention program.

Subsection (0) repeals the requirement
that GAO audit each recipient of a loan
guarantee for alternative fuel demonstration
facilities every 6 months that the guarantee
is in effect.

Subsection (p) eliminates the requirement
for an annual report by GAO on its exercise,
if any, of subpoena authority under the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act.

Subsection (gq) deletes the requirement
that the Secretary of Energy consult with
GAO concerning the terms and conditions of
offers of government guarantees of financing
for energy and renewable resource develop-
ment.

Subsection (r) eliminates the mandate for
GAO to report annually on the incremental
costs and benefits of pollution control strat-
egies required by the Clean Air Act Amend-
ments of 1990, and to conduct a study of the
effects of the Amendments on employment.

Subsection (s) eliminates the requirement
for a series of annual reports by GAO on ef-
forts by Federal agencies to save energy
through contracts.

Subsection (t) eliminates the requirement
that GAO report annually on the use of funds
for certain programs under the McKinney
Homeless Assistance Amendments of 1990.

Subsection (u) eliminates the requirement
that the Attorney General consult with GAO
before issuing guidelines for accounting pro-
cedures to be used by local governments to
qualify for crime prevention grants under
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994.

Subsection (v) deletes the requirement
that GAO report on the differences between
hospital-based and freestanding skilled nurs-
ing facilities under Medicare.

Subsection (w) eliminates the requirement
that GAO analyze, on a geographic basis, the
supplier costs for durable medical equipment
under Medicare.

SEC. 123. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 44,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
that GAO audit the Government Printing Of-
fice (GPO) at least every 3 years. The amend-
ment adds a requirement that the Public
Printer prepare an annual financial state-
ment for GPO. It also substitutes for the
GAO audit mandate a requirement for an an-
nual audit covering both financial and oper-
ational activities, to be conducted either by
an independent external auditor selected by
the Public Printer or, at the request of the
Joint Committee on Printing, by the Inspec-
tor General of GPO. The amendment pre-
serves GAO’s authority to audit GPO finan-
cial statements on a self-initiated basis or at



September 4, 1996

the request of the Joint Committee, and pro-
vides that when the Comptroller General
conducts such an audit, it is in lieu of the
audits described above.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that the Public Printer print a minimum
number of copies annually of a single volume
containing selected decisions and opinions of
the Comptroller General. All Comptroller
General decisions and opinions are today dis-
tributed widely through other means, includ-
ing commercial publication from a variety of
sources on paper, CD-ROM, and in electronic
databases, as well as from GAO and other
government sources through the Internet.
Repealing the requirement for annual publi-
cation of a volume of relatively few decisions
will save money without diminishing public
availability of the information.

SEC. 124. AMENDMENT TO TITLE 45, UNITED
STATES CODE.

Section 124 deletes the requirement for an
annual GAO report on the effectiveness of
the loan guarantee program for high-speed
rail facilities provided for in the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991.

SEC. 125. AMENDMENT RELATING TO TITLE 46,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Section 125 transfers from GAO to the Gen-
eral Services Administration (GSA) respon-
sibility to disallow payment for Federal em-
ployee travel costs or shipping costs on non-
American flag ships in the absence of proof
of necessity for use of a foreign-flag ship.
SEC. 126. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 47,

UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
that GAO approve standards set by the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting for valuing
the services of volunteers, in order to meas-
ure the level of non-Federal financial sup-
port for public broadcasting.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that GAO report every two years on pay-
ments by the Attorney General to tele-
communications carriers for interception of
communications, pursuant to the Commu-
nications Assistance for Law Enforcement
Act. The amendment substitutes the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Justice for
GAO.

SEC. 127. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 49,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
for GAO financial audits of the accounts of
the Department of Transportation.

Subsection (b) eliminates the requirement
that GAO evaluate, every two years, the ex-
tent to which current mass transportation
needs are addressed adequately and estimate
future mass transportation needs.

Subsection (c) eliminates the requirement
that GAO make regular financial and per-
formance audits of local rail freight activi-
ties supported by the Department of Trans-
portation.

Subsection (d) transfers from GAO to GSA
responsibility to disallow reimbursement to
Federal employees and officers traveling
overseas on official business for use of for-
eign air carriers, unless satisfactory proof of
necessity is presented.

Subsection (e) eliminates the requirement
for GAO financial audits of accounts main-
tained by the Secretary of Transportation in
connection with aviation insurance offered
by the Department of Transportation.

Subsection (f) deletes requirements that
GAO report annually to the Congress on all
GAO audits, and on all reviews by GAO of
independent audits, of recipients of grants
for airport and airway development.

Subsection (g) deletes the requirement for
GAO to conduct a study of the advisability
of giving enhanced procurement authority to
the Federal Aviation Administration.
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SEC. 128. AMENDMENTS RELATING TO TITLE 50,
UNITED STATES CODE.

Subsection (a) eliminates the requirement
for GAO audit and approval of termination
payments by the Secretary of the Air Force
for procurement of the semiautomatic
ground environment system.

Subsection (b) transfers from GAO to the
Treasury Department responsibility to settle
claims for payments from the War Claims
Fund on behalf of individuals who are de-
ceased or under a legal disability.

Subsection (c) eliminates the requirement
that GAO receive and assess the President’s
reports to Congress on foreign policy con-
trols over exports under the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979.

SEC. 129. AMENDMENT RELATING TO THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA

Section 129 deletes a provision of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Code requiring that GAO
receive and comment on annual reports by
the enrolled actuary of the District Retire-
ment Board on the District of Columbia Re-
tirement Fund for Police and Firefighters.
TITLE I11I—CONFORMING AMENDMENTS

TO ENACT TRANSFERS AND DELEGA-

TIONS OF FUNCTIONS UNDER OTHER

LAWS

In general

Section 211 of the Legislation Branch Ap-
propriations Act, 1996 (Public Law 104-53, 109
Stat. 535) transferred a number of GAO’s “‘ex-
ecutive” type functions to OMB, effective on
June 30, 1996, and authorized the Director of
OMB to delegate those functions to other
Federal agencies. In all but a few cases, the
Director has now delegated the functions.

Title Il of the bill makes conforming
amendments to the statutes underlying the
functions covered by section 211 of the 1996
Appropriations Act in order to reflect the
transfers to OMB and further delegations by
OMB of those functions. For the most part,
the conforming amendments of title Il delete
references to the Comptroller General or
GAO in these underlying statutes and sub-
stitute references to the officials or agencies
now vested with responsibility for the func-
tions pursuant to section 211 of the 1996 Ap-
propriations Act. Where the delegation of a
function has not been completed, the con-
forming amendment reflects that transfer to
OMB and preserves the OMB Director’s au-
thority to delegate further.

SEC. 201. PURPOSE.

Section 201 states the purpose of title Il,
which as described above, is to amend provi-
sions of law to conform to the transfers and
delegations of functions made pursuant to
section 211 of the 1996 Legislative Branch Ap-
propriations Act.

SEC. 202 CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

Subsection (a) amends 5 U.S.C. 5564, relat-
ing to claims for proceeds from certain prop-
erty sales, by substituting ‘“the Adminis-
trator of General Services” for GAO. This re-
flects OMB’s delegation of the function to
GSA.

Subsection (b) amends 5 U.S.C 5583, relat-
ing to the disposition of accounts of de-
creased Federal employees, by substituting
the Director of OPM for the Comptroller
General. This reflects OMB’s delegation of
the function to OPM.

Subsection (c¢) amends 10 U.S.C. 2312, relat-
ing to remission of liquidated damages, by
substituting Secretary of the Treasury for
Comptroller General in accordance with
OMB’s delegation.

Subsection (d) amends 10 U.S.C. 2575, relat-
ing to the disposition of unclaimed property
held by the military departments and the
Department of Transportation, by substitut-
ing ‘““Secretary of Defense’”” for GAO in ac-
cordance with OMB’s delegation.

Subsection (e) amends 10 U.S.C. 2733 and
2734, concerning the payment of certain
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claims from the permanent, indefinite appro-
priation known as the ‘““Judgment Fund,”” by
substituting Secretary of the Treasury for
Comptroller General. This reflects OMB’s
delegation of functions relating to the Judg-
ment Fund to the Treasury Department.

Subsection (f) amends 10 U.S.C. 2771, au-
thorizing the issuance of regulations govern-
ing payments to deceased military members,
by substituting the Secretary of Defense for
the Comptroller General pursuant to OMB’s
delegation.

Subsection (g) amends 10 U.S.C. 4712 and
9712, which required that certain records
concerning disposition of the effects of de-
ceased military members be sent to GAO.
The conforming amendment repeals the sub-
section that required such reports.

Subsection (h) amends section 7 of the
International Claims Settlement Act of 1949,
22 U.S.C. 1626, concerning the settlement of
certain claims against foreign governments,
by substituting Secretary of the Treasury
for Comptroller General. This reflects OMB’s
delegation of the settlement function to the
Treasury Department.

Subsection (i) amends section 1709 of the
Revised Statutes, 22 U.S.C. 4195, concerning
the disposition of the effects of United
States citizens who died abroad, to reflect
OMB’s delegation of this function to the
State Department.

Subsection (j) amends section 1520 of the
Armed Forces Retirement Home Act of 1991,
24 U.S.C. 420, concerning the disposition of
the effects of deceased residents of the Re-
tirement Home, to reflect OMB’s delegation
of this function to the Secretary of Defense.

Subsections (k) through (m) amend various
statutory provisions relating to payments
from the Judgment Fund to reflect OMB’s
delegation of Judgment Fund functions to
the Treasury Department.

Subsection (n) amends 31 U.S.C. 3702, con-
cerning the settlement of claims against the
United States, to implement OMB’s delega-
tions. As reflected in the amendments, OMB
has delegated authority to settle certain cat-
egories of claims to the Secretary of De-
fense, the Director of the Office of Personnel
Management, and the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services. Settlement authority for
claims that do not fall into any of these cat-
egories is retained in OMB, pending further
delegation.

Subsection (0) amends 31 U.S.C. 3726, relat-
ing to certain transportation claims, by sub-
stituting Administrator of General Services
for Comptroller General in accordance with
OMB’s delegation of this function to GSA.

Subsection (p) amends 31 U.S.C. 3728, au-
thorizing setoffs against Judgment Fund
payments, to reflect OMB’s delegation of
Judgment Fund functions to the Treasury
Department.

Subsection (q) amends 32 U.S.C. 714, au-
thorizing the Comptroller General to pre-
scribe regulations governing the payment of
amounts due to deceased members of the Na-
tional Guard, to reflect OMB’s delegation of
this function to the secretaries of the mili-
tary departments.

Subsection (r) amends 32 U.S.C. 715, relat-
ing to payment of certain claims from the
Judgement Fund, to reflect OMB’s delega-
tion of Judgment Fund functions to the
Treasury Department.

Subsection (s) amends 37 U.S.C. 554, relat-
ing to claims for proceeds from certain prop-
erty sales, by substituting the Secretary of
Defense for GAO.

Subsection (t) amends 38 U.S.C. 5122 to re-
peal a reference to GAO’s settlement of
claims relating to certain canceled checks
since GAO no longer exercises such claims
settlement authority. See subsection 202(n),
above.

Subsection (u) amends section 10 of the Act
of September 5, 1950, 41 U.S.C. 256a, relating
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to remission of liquidated damages, to re-
flect OMB’s delegation of this function to
the Secretary of the Treasury.

SEC. 203. REPEAL.

Section 203 repeals those portions of sec-
tion 211 of the 1996 Legislative Branch Ap-
propriations Act that now have been fully
implemented and are, therefore, no longer
operative. The protections in section 211 for
transferred GAO employees, which remain in
effect, are retained.

SEC. 204. AUTHORITY TO RENDER DECISIONS.

Section 204 amends 31 U.S.C. 3529 to vest in
the Director of OMB responsibility to issue
advance decisions to government account-
able officers on questions involving func-
tions transferred to the Director under any
of the provisions of title | or title Il. Where
the Director has delegated a function to an-
other Federal agency, the Director may also
delegate to that agency responsibility for is-
suing advance decisions.

Mr. Speaker, | want to take time at
this moment to praise the chairman of
our full committee, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLINGER], the
chairman of the subcommittee of juris-
diction, the gentleman from California
[Mr. HorN], and also the ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight, the gentle-
woman from Illinois [Mrs. COLLINS],
and also the ranking member of the
subcommittee, the gentlewoman from
New York [Mrs. MALONEY].

This is an example of a good govern-
ment bill that was arrived at in bipar-
tisan fashion. As the Chair has indi-
cated, there are amendments to the
bill. The bill that we consider today is
not the same bill that was originally
introduced. Rather than butting heads
and saying we could not reach agree-
ment, both sides of the aisle came to-
gether and produced this H.R. 3864, as
amended. | not only want to commend
the Members of Congress who worked
on the bill but also the staffs of the
subcommittee and the full committee
on both sides of the aisle.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

I am proud to support the bill, H.R.
3864, as amended. The gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. LATOURETTE] has wisely in-
corporated an amendment striking
title | of the original bill, and | appre-
ciate his taking into consideration the
views of the minority. That title con-
tains certain controversial provisions
such as changing the term and pension
of the Comptroller General and estab-
lishing an oversight board for the GAO,
thereby possibly restricting some of its
necessary independence.

The integrity, independence and
quality of the GAO are well established
and relied on by the public and Mem-
bers of Congress. We must be extremely
careful not to do anything which might
damage that practice, reputation and
independence.

This bill as amended is almost iden-
tical to the one ordered reported unani-
mously by the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight. The GAO
worked closely with both the majority
and minority in helping to draft this
statute.
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Mr. Speaker, this bill eliminates
many unnecessary congressionally
mandated reports. In some cases, the
GAO needs flexibility rather than being
bound to a fixed reporting schedule. In
still other cases, the function elimi-
nated would more properly be per-
formed by some other entity like the
inspector general or an independent
auditor.

In short, Mr. Speaker, this bill allows
the GAO to be governed by common
sense, not statutory and bureaucratic
mandates that waste the GAO’s time
and taxpayers’ money.

It eliminates procedures instituted
for reasons that few people even re-
member, and it ends pencil pushing for
pencil pushing’s sake.

The GAO itself estimates that this
bill will save between $6 and $10 mil-
lion. Given the GAO’s track record,
that estimate is probably accurate.
Given the recent cuts eliminating
these mandatory reports makes com-
mon sense and good sense.

The GAO is Congress’s and our Na-
tion’s primary watchdog agency, re-
sponsible for providing credible objec-
tive and nonpartisan reports and eval-
uations of the programs and manage-
ment of the executive branch.

The GAO has done an excellent job in
fulfilling this mandate in a timely and
professional manner and despite recent
staff and funding cuts. This bill makes
its job easier, saves taxpayer money
and allows the GAO to be much more
efficient. The bill has broad bipartisan
support, and | am proud to support it
as well.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill, H.R. 3864.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time
urging my colleagues to support this
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
LATOURETTE], that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3864, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ““A bill to amend laws au-
thorizing auditing, reporting, and
other functions by the General Ac-
counting Office.”

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

September 4, 1996

UKRAINE INDEPENDENCE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 120)
supporting the independence and sov-
ereignty of Ukraine and the progress of
its political and economic reforms, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 120

Whereas August 24, 1996, marks the fifth
anniversary of the independence of Ukraine;

Whereas the independent State of Ukraine
is a member State of the United Nations and
the United Nations has established in
Ukraine an office to assist Ukraine in build-
ing relations with the international commu-
nity and in coordinating international as-
sistance for Ukraine;

Whereas the independent State of Ukraine
is a member State of the Council of Europe,
the Organization on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, the Central European Initia-
tive, and the North Atlantic Cooperation
Council of the North Atlantic Alliance, is a
participant in the Partnership for Peace pro-
gram of the North Atlantic Alliance, and has
entered into a Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement with the European Union;

Whereas the United States recognized
Ukraine as an independent State on Decem-
ber 25, 1991;

Whereas Ukraine is a major European na-
tion, having the second largest territory and
sixth largest population of all the States of
Europe;

Whereas Ukraine has an important geo-
political and economic role to play within
Central and Eastern Europe and a strong,
stable, and secure Ukraine serves the inter-
ests of peace and stability in all of Europe,
which is also an important national security
interest of the United States;

Whereas Ukraine conducted its first presi-
dential and parliamentary elections as an
independent State in 1994, carrying such
elections out in a free and fair manner and
moving further away from the former com-
munist model of one-party, centralized, to-
talitarian rule;

Whereas Ukraine’s presidential elections of
July 1994 resulted in the first peaceful trans-
fer of executive power in any of the inde-
pendent States of the former Soviet Union;

Whereas on June 28, 1996, the Parliament of
Ukraine adopted a new constitution for
Ukraine;

Whereas Ukraine’s economic and social
stability depend on its ability to build a sta-
ble market-based economy and a legal sys-
tem based on the rule of law, attract foreign
investment, improve tax and revenue collec-
tion, and build its export sectors;

Whereas Ukraine was the first of the inde-
pendent states of the former Soviet Union to
have appointed a civilian to the office of
Minister of Defense, an historic precedent in
support of civilian control and oversight of
the armed forces of Ukraine;

Whereas Ukraine is pursuing political and
economic reforms intended to ensure its fu-
ture strength, stability, and security and to
ensure that it will assume its rightful place
among the international community of
democratic States and in European and
trans-Atlantic institutions;

Whereas through the agreement by the
Government of Ukraine to the establishment
of a mission from the Organization on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe in the region
of Crimea, Ukraine has shown its interest in
avoiding the use of force in resolving ethnic
and regional disputes within Ukraine;

Whereas all nuclear weapons were removed
from Ukraine by June 1, 1996, and Ukraine
has taken very positive steps in supporting
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efforts to stem proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons by ratifying the START-I Treaty on nu-
clear disarmament and the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons;

Whereas in December 1994, the Presidents
of the United States and the Russian Federa-
tion and the Prime Minister of Great Britain
signed a Memorandum on National Security
Assurances for Ukraine as depository States
under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons;

Whereas the Secretary of Defense of the
United States and the Minister of Defense of
Ukraine signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing on cooperation in the field of de-
fense and military relations on July 27, 1993;

Whereas Ukraine has sought to promote
constructive cooperation with its neighbors
through  humanitarian assistance and
through mediation of disputes;

Whereas Ukraine has provided Ukrainian
troops as part of the international peace-
keeping force meant to prevent the spread of
conflict in the states of the former Yugo-
slavia; and

Whereas Ukraine has acted in defense of its
sovereignty and that of other newly inde-
pendent states by opposing the emergence of
any political or military organization which
has the potential to promote the reintegra-
tion of the states of the former Soviet Union:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that—

(1) Ukraine has made significant progress
in political reform in its first 5 years of inde-
pendence and that it is to be congratulated
for the successful conduct of free and fair
elections for the presidency and parliament
and for the adoption of a new constitution;

(2) the territorial integrity of Ukraine in
its existing borders is an important element
of European peace and stability;

(3) the President and Parliament of
Ukraine should focus their efforts on passing
legislation needed to implement the new
democratic constitution;

(4) the Government of Ukraine should con-
tinue its efforts to ensure the rights of all
citizens of Ukraine regardless of their ethnic
or religious background;

(5) the Government of Ukraine should
make its first priority the dismantling of the
remaining socialist sectors of its economy,
particularly by speedily privatizing medium
and large state-owned enterprises,
privatizing state and collective farms and
ending their monopolistic control of the
agro-industrial sector, and fostering a com-
petitive market-based energy sector;

(6) the Government of Ukraine should
make the necessary institutional and legal
reforms to create a stable tax regime, foster
market-based competition, protect the right
to private property, and make other changes
that build a positive climate for foreign in-
vestment;

(7) the Government of Ukraine should
make it a priority to build the institutional
capacity and legal framework needed to
fight crime and corruption effectively in a
democratic environment;

(8) the Government of Ukraine should con-
tinue its cooperative efforts with the “G-7"’
group of States to safely and expeditiously
shut down the nuclear reactors at Chernobyl,
Ukraine;

(9) the President of the United States
should support continued United States as-
sistance to Ukraine for its political and eco-
nomic reforms, for efforts associated with
the safe and secure dismantlement of its
weapons of mass destruction, and for the in-
creased safety of operation of its civilian nu-
clear reactors, and assistance for the estab-
lishment of rule of law, for criminal justice
and law enforcement training, and for the
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promotion of trade and investment, and in
this regard United States assistance to the
Ukraine should leverage private-sector in-
volvement as much as possible;

(10) the President of the United States
should urge that the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation, in line with the assurances
for the security of Ukraine made by the
President of the Russian Federation in the
January 1994 Trilateral Statement on Nu-
clear Disarmament in Ukraine, offer Ukraine
its promised highest possible cooperation,
fully and finally recognizing Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity and re-
fraining from any economic coercion of
Ukraine;

(11) the Government of Ukraine should
continue to act in defense of its sovereignty
and that of the other independent states of
the former Soviet Union by opposing the
emergence of any political or military orga-
nization which would have the potential to
promote the reintegration of the states of
the former Soviet Union;

(12) the President of the United States
should ensure that Ukraine’s national secu-
rity interests are fully considered in any re-
view of European security arrangements and
understandings;

(13) the President of the United States
should support continued United States se-
curity assistance for Ukraine, including as-
sistance for training of military officers,
military exercises as part of the North At-
lantic Alliance’s Partnership for Peace pro-
gram, and appropriate military equipment to
assist Ukraine in maintaining its defensive
capabilities as it reduces its military force
levels;

(14) the President of the United States
should ensure the United States Govern-
ment’s continued efforts to assist UKraine in
its accession to the World Trade Organiza-
tion; and should ensure, in particular, that
the potential for aerospace and space co-
operation and commerce between the United
States and Ukraine is fully and appro-
priately exploited; and

(15) as a leader of the democratic nations
of the world, the United States should con-
tinue to support the people of Ukraine in
their struggle to bring peace, prosperity, and
democracy to Ukraine and to the other inde-
pendent states of the former Soviet Union.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN] and the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased that the House is today taking
up House Concurrent Resolution 120, a
measure that recognizes the important
role that the nation of Ukraine now
plays in Europe and that recognizes the
progress of political reforms in
Ukraine.

Mr. Speaker, | introduced this resolu-
tion—along with my colleagues, Mr.
GooDLING of Pennsylvania, Mr. SoLo-
MON of New York, and Mr. HOKE of
Ohio—simply because events in
Ukraine will inevitably have con-
sequences for all of Europe—both East
and West.

It is perhaps understandable, but it is
indeed unfortunate, that we here in the
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United States have most often focused
our attention on Russia to the exclu-
sion of Ukraine. Certainly, Russia is an
important country undergoing tremen-
dous changes, but we should not over-
look the important role that Ukraine
will play in the region of the former
Soviet Union and in Europe—or over-
look the developments that have taken
place in that country since 1991.
Ukraine has the second largest terri-
tory, after Russia, and the sixth largest
population of all the states of Europe.

As this resolution notes, Ukraine
celebrated the fifth anniversary of its
new independence on August 24.

The resolution then notes many of
the positive developments regarding
Ukraine that have taken place in the
last 5 years, including:

The peaceful transfer of executive
power after free and fair elections for
the Presidency were held in July 1994—
the first such peaceful transfer of exec-
utive power in any of the New Inde-
pendent States of the former Soviet
Union;

The first appointment of a civilian to
the post of Minister of Defense—an his-
toric precedent for the region of the
former Soviet Union in support of civil-
ian control of military forces;

Ukraine’s recent adoption of a new,
democratic constitution;

Ukraine’s decision to relinquish all of
its Soviet-era nuclear warheads—a
commitment it has now fulfilled;

Ukraine’s continuing program of eco-
nomic reform;

Ukraine’s membership in the NATO
Alliance’s Partnership for Peace Pro-
gram; and

Ukraine’s efforts to ensure that no
political or military organization
emerges with the potential to recreate
the former Soviet state.

Given the importance of Ukraine to
the future stability and security of Eu-
rope, the resolution calls on the Presi-
dent of the United States to support
continued United States assistance to
that country, including security assist-
ance; insist that Russia fully recognize
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity; and ensure that Ukraine’s
interests are considered in any review
of European security arrangements.

House Concurrent Resolution 120 also
calls on Ukraine itself to continue with
badly needed economic reforms—in-
cluding reforms that will address the
serious problem of corruption within
the government bureaucracy. It also
notes that Ukraine should continue its
opposition to any efforts to reintegrate
the states of the former Soviet Union
and it calls on Ukraine to continue its
efforts to close the unsafe nuclear reac-
tors at Chernobyl.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, it is impor-
tant for all us to recognize that we
cannot take future developments in
Russia, Ukraine, or any of the other
New Independent States of the former
Soviet Union for granted.

Even now, 5 years after the breakup
of the Soviet Union, the region of that
former state contains the seeds for po-
tential conflict that could dwarf the
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bloodshed that has accompanied the
breakup of the former Yugoslavia. As

the recent assassination attempt
against Ukrainian Prime Minister
Pavlo Lazarenko demonstrates,

Ukraine is by no means exempt from
the possibility of such internal or ex-
ternal conflicts.

It would be helpful to the continued
stability of Ukraine and to its integra-
tion into post-cold war Europe for this
Congress to recognize what Ukraine
has accomplished in its first 5 years of
independence—and to encourage it for-
ward in its ongoing political and eco-
nomic transformation.

It is hoped that this resolution—stat-
ing America’s strong support for
Ukraine—will merit the support of my
colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume,
and | rise in support of the resolution.

Mr. Speaker, first | want to express
my appreciation to Chairman GILMAN
for bringing this resolution to the floor
of the House. | want him to know | es-
pecially appreciate the time and effort
he made to make this a bipartisan
project. Both he and his staff consulted
very carefully with the minority and
we appreciate that.

This resolution, as the chairman has
said, recognizes Ukraine’s political re-
forms over the last 4 years, supports
Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty,
and territorial integrity, congratulates
Ukraine on passing a new reform-ori-
ented Constitution on June 28 of this
year.

The resolution also recognizes
Ukraine for removing all nuclear weap-
ons from its territory by June 1 of this
year and for its humanitarian assist-
ance in the region of the former Soviet
Union. The resolution calls upon the
President of the United States to pro-
vide continued security and reform-ori-
ented assistance to Ukraine, support
Ukraine’s interests in the context of
European security arrangements, sup-
port Ukraine’s leadership in opposing
any political or military organization
which has the potential to promote the
reintegration of the states of the
former Soviet Union.

The resolution also calls on Ukraine
to focus its efforts on dismantling the
remaining Socialist sectors of its econ-
omy and to institute the reforms need-
ed to foster market-based competition,
attract foreign investment, fight crime
and corruption effectively in a demo-
cratic environment.

Ukraine has made progress on re-
form. Achieving reform has been dif-
ficult, and we all recognize that
Ukraine faces enormous economic and
social challenges.

The resolution calls on Ukraine to
continue on the path of reform. This
course best serves the interests of the
Ukrainian people and promotes strong
United States-Ukrainian relations.

Again, | commend Chairman GILMAN
for his willingness to work with this
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side of the aisle in making this a
strong bipartisan resolution. It was re-
ported by voice vote unanimously, | be-
lieve, from the committee. It has the
support of the administration. | urge
the adoption of House Concurrent Res-
olution 120.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the ranking minority member, Mr.
HAMILTON, for his supportive com-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York [Mr. BOEHLERT].

(Mr. BOEHLERT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman for yielding time
to me.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of House Concurrent Resolution 120,
honoring the independence and sov-
ereignty of Ukraine and the progress of
its political and economic reform.

June 26, 1996 will be a day that
Ukrainians will honor for generations
to come, for on this day the Ukrainian
Parliament finally approved a new
post-Soviet constitution for the people
of Ukraine. This constitution guaran-
tees for the first time the right to pri-
vate ownership, including the right to
own land.
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It may be hard for many of us to un-
derstand what a significant achieve-
ment this is for the Ukrainian people
who have struggled under various rul-
ers for more than 300 years. We need
only to listen to Walter Monastaryski
of Margaretville, NY, a proud son of
Ukrainian immigrants, or visit the pa-
rishioners of Saint Vladimir’s Ukrain-
ian Catholic Church or St. Peter and
Paul’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
both in Utica, NY, my hometown.

They will tell you the stories of their
courageous families and friends who
gave their lives fighting against Stalin
and the Nazis before and during World
War Il. Few people know more than 10
million Ukrainians died fighting for
independence, but now the people of
Ukraine and their descendants all over
the world can hold their heads up high
as Ukraine moves forward to ensure
the rights of all citizens to transform
its economy to privatize state-owned
enterprise and to work in concert with
G-7 nations to shut down the nuclear
reactors at Chernobyl.

This resolution tells the people of
Ukraine several things. It tells them
we know reform is difficult, it tells
them we want to praise them for their
sacrifices and for their efforts, and it
also tells them that we stand commit-
ted to helping them achieve their
goals.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important
measure for the people of the Ukraine,
and | thank my chairman for yielding.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, as a cospon-
sor of this resolution, | congratulate Ukraine
on its independence and commend it on its
outstanding progress since emerging from So-
viet tyranny.

Harsh Soviet rule tried the will and strength
of the Ukrainian people, trampling free speech
and worship, and threatening any who would
oppose the repressive regime. But the resolve
of Ukrainians was rewarded, and today,
Ukrainians control their own destiny. Perhaps
the most telling signs of Ukrainian independ-
ence are the legislative and presidential elec-
tions held just 2 years ago. Democracy is
planted once again, and people can breathe
free.

For over 40 years, the cold war dominated
international relations as the United States
and the Soviet Union focused their energies
and resources on attempts to outdo each
other. During this time, Ukraine became a re-
pository for Soviet nuclear weapons.

Since being freed from Soviet oppression,
Ukraine has repeatedly demonstrated its com-
mitment to nuclear disarmament. Ukraine
joined international arms control regimes such
as START | and the Non-Proliferation Treaty.
Ukraine truly demonstrated its commitment to
disarmament, however, when it chose to dis-
card remaining Soviet nuclear weapons.

Free elections and the rejection of nuclear
weapons are cause for celebration. These
milestone events help reinforce that yes, the
cold war and its accompanying fear really are
over. The United States must recognize the
tremendous achievement of Ukrainians and
reward their resolve with more than words. We
must provide the help needed to establish free
markets, strengthen democratic institutions,
and ensure that Ukraine will continue on the
historic path it has pursued since winning
independence in 1991.

We commend Ukraine on its independence,
elections, and truly historic progress. At the
same time, we pledge our steadfast support
as Ukrainians build a free and prosperous na-
tion.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of House Concurrent Resolution 120
which commends Ukraine for its significant
progress toward democratic and economic re-
form since it declared its independence 5
years ago.

Under the able leadership of President Leo-
nid Kuchma and the Parliament, Ukraine has
made great strides in reform. Namely, they
adopted a new constitution in June and stayed
on the course of a vigorous economic reform
initiative that has set the country on the track
toward strength and stability.

Under the economic plan, inflation has gone
from the overwhelming level of 10,000 percent
in 1993 to 181 percent in 1995 to an antici-
pated level of about 40 to 45 percent by the
end of this year. Privatization efforts in
Ukraine, while moving slowly, are now gaining
momentum. By the end of 1995, the state had
sold off 38 percent of its assets and privatized
small enterprises at a rate of 400 per month.
By the end of this year, Ukrainian officials
hope to have five of Ukraine's largest enter-
prises sold off. Because of such efforts GDP
has grown by 5 percent and average income
levels have risen by over 100 percent.

In addition to its economic achievements,
Ukraine has also become an important factor
in the new security arrangement in Europe.
The country has fully complied with all reduc-
tions in force under the Conventional Forces
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in Europe Agreement. Furthermore, Ukraine is
an active participant in NATO's Partnership for
Peace Program. Most importantly, Ukraine has
dismantled its nuclear arsenal which it inher-
ited from the Soviet Union and has signed
onto the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

The new constitution adopted overwhelm-
ingly in June by Ukraine’s Rada by a vote of
315 to 36 with 12 members abstaining, estab-
lishes Ukraine as an independent and demo-
cratic state. The new constitution guarantees
the rights of minorities, including allowing for
the autonomy of the Republic of Crimea within
its borders. Furthermore, it sets the stage for
that country’s next elections to take place for
Parliament in 1998 and for President in 1999.

While Ukraine still has many problems to
deal with, in particular commercial law reform,
Chernobyl, and its energy shortfall, the frame-
work now exists with the new constitution to
make even more substantial progress over the
next few years. Such progress deserves the
support of the United States.

| urge all my colleagues to vote for the reso-
lution and take a good hard look at Ukraine.
Congress needs to provide assistance to en-
sure that this country remains on the path to-
ward democracy and a free market economy.

The House should soon get its chance if an
agreement is reached on the fiscal year 1997
Foreign Operations appropriation which will
hopefully include $225 million in earmarked
aid for Ukraine. This money will be used to
help support needed infrastructure changes
within Ukraine and help to shore up Ukraine’s
nuclear energy program.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of House Concurrent Resolution 120,
a resolution acknowledging Ukraine’s commit-
ment to democracy. Ukraine is one of our
most important allies among the New Inde-
pendent States [NIS] of the former Soviet
Union. Since its independence in 1991,
Ukraine has instituted democratic reforms,
making it the most stable country in the re-
gion.

In 1994, Ukraine held democratic elections,
voting in a new parliament and a new presi-
dent. Ukraine has accepted all of our re-
quests, including the ratification of START and
NPT, and instituted economic reforms that
have won praise from the IMF and G-7.

| am proud to congratulate Ukraine on its
democratic record. Ukraine has the sixth larg-
est population in Europe, and plays an integral
role in European peace and stability. Given
Ukraine’s importance in the region, it is critical
that the United States show strong economic
support for Ukraine.

Although there have been reductions in the
foreign aid budget, we must continue to make
our international priorities very clear. We must
send a clear signal to Ukraine, and other
emerging democracies, that the United States
supports efforts to adopt democratic reforms,
maintain a good human rights record,
progress with economic reforms, and unilater-
ally disarm their nuclear arsenal.

Mr. Speaker, Ukraine is deserving of our re-
spect, praise, and commitment.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
chairman of the International Relations Com-
mittee for his effort and insight in bringing this
important resolution to the floor of the House
today. | am pleased to join him as a cospon-
sor of this important resolution congratulating
Ukraine on the progress that this newly inde-
pendent country has made toward achieving a
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democratic society and a functioning market
economy.

Mr. Speaker, we in the United States have
an important stake in the future success and
prosperity and democratic progress of the
Ukraine—and what takes place in Ukraine will
reverberate well beyond the borders of that
country. It can rightfully be said, Mr. Speaker,
that as Ukraine goes, so will go the newly
independent republics of the former Soviet
Union, including Russia.

With the exception of Russia, Ukraine has
the largest population of the former Soviet re-
publics. It also has the largest, most advanced
and most highly diversified economy of all of
the independent former Soviet Republics. If
Ukraine is able to maintain its sovereignty and
its independence from Russia while at the
same time establishing the economic and po-
litical ties with its closest and largest neighbor,
this will bring us a good deal closer to our
goal of seeing democracy take root throughout
the former Soviet Union. We must encourage
Russia to recognize, respect, and observe in
practice the full sovereignty of Ukraine. This is
as important a consideration for the policy of
the United States toward Russia as it is of our
policy toward Ukraine.

We have reason for considerable optimism
in regard to the progress of democracy in
Ukraine, Mr. Speaker. The Presidential elec-
tion on July 19, 1994, and parliamentary elec-
tions that took place just a few months earlier
on March 27, 1994, are important milestones
in democracy in Ukraine. For a population that
has not had the benefit of a tradition of a free
and open and democratic electoral process,
the people of Ukraine have shown a remark-
able commitment to democracy through their
participation in these elections.

Mr. Speaker, an important marker that is on
the horizon is the adoption of a new constitu-
tion for Ukraine. As the people and the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine make progress in working
on their new constitution, it is important that
they provide assurances of full civil and
human rights for all peoples of Ukraine. That
is of vital importance to the future of that
country, and it is vital for the future of relations
between the United States and Ukraine. We in
the United States have a strong commitment
to respect for civil and human rights, and—as
is evident from the attention and focus we give
to the annual “Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices”—our relationship with other
countries is very much conditioned upon their
respect for these important rights. We in the
United States wish President Kuchma, the
Government, and the Parliament success as
they work out the details of this fundamental
charter of democracy.

Mr. Speaker, we in the United States also
have a strong interest in the success of eco-
nomic reform in Ukraine. Moving ahead quick-
ly to transform the economy is essential for
democratic progress and for the prosperity of
the Ukrainian people. The social and eco-
nomic and political change in Ukraine has not
been easy on the citizens of that country, and
for this reason it is important that economic
growth provide material benefits for the peo-
ple. We in the United States have a stake in
that success, and it is important that we here
undertake all efforts to assure victory in that
process.

Mr. Speaker, | join in urging continued sup-
port for the Ukrainian people in their ongoing
fight to bring peace, economic success, and
political democracy to Ukraine.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for his supportive re-
marks.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York [Mr. GiLMAN] that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, House Concurrent Res-
olution 120, as amended.

The question was taken.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule | and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the concurrent resolution
just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

VOICE OF AMERICA RECORDINGS

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3916) to make available cer-
tain Voice of America and Radio Marti
multilingual computer readable text
and voice recordings.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3916

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AVAILABILITY OF VOICE OF AMERICA
AND RADIO MARTI MULTILINGUAL
COMPUTER READABLE TEXT AND
VOICE RECORDINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
208 of the Foreign Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Years 1986 and 1987 (22 U.S.C.
1461-1a) and the second sentence of section
501 of the United States Information and
Educational Exchange Act of 1948 (22 U.S.C.
1461), the Director of the United States Infor-
mation Agency is authorized to make avail-
able, upon request, to the Linguistic Data
Consortium of the University of Pennsylva-
nia computer readable multilingual text and
recorded speech in various languages. The
Consortium shall, directly or indirectly as
appropriate, reimburse the Director for any
expenses involved in making such materials
available.

(b) TERMINATION.—Subsection (a) shall
cease to have effect 5 years after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN] and the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON]
will each control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to present H.R. 3916 to the
House.

This bill, which was cosponsored by
my colleagues from New Jersey, Mr.
ANDREWS and Pennsylvania, Mr. Fox,
will permit university-level linguistic
researchers to use Voice of American
and Radio Marti transcripts for the
purpose of research. The authority pro-
vided in this bill sunsets after 5 years.

This legislation is necessary since
the U.S. Information Agency is forbid-
den to disseminate domestically the
materials it produces. This legislation
waives this prohibition, allowing USIA
to provide computer-readable multi-
lingual text and recorded speech in var-
ious languages to the University of
Pennsylvania’s Linguistic Data Con-
sortium. The authority to release the
VOA transcripts is carefully targeted
to the university-level research com-
munity.

All the data to be received by the
Consortium will be processed in elec-
tronic form by computers to create sta-
tistical tables and models of speech and
written language, from which content
is not recoverable. Thus there is no
question of the data being redistrib-
uted as news or as any kind of product
other than a data base for linguistic re-
search and development.

The Linguistic Data Consortium is a
nonprofit organization founded in 1992
with the mission of making resources
for research in linguistic technologies
widely available. About 80 companies,
universities, and government agencies
are members of the consortium. The
data will be provided at not cost to the
Government; the consortium is re-
quired to reimburse the Government
for any costs the Government incurs.

The U.S. Information Agency, |
should add, has no objective to the en-
actment of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.R.
3916.

As Chairman GILMAN has explained,
this bill will allow the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency to make available certain
transcripts and recordings to a re-
search consortium associated with the
University of Pennsylvania.

The Linguistic Data Consortium is
associated with the University of Penn-
sylvania and other universities, compa-
nies, and Government agencies. It will
use these materials in research into
computerized speech recognition and
voice synthesis, document retrieval,
computerized translation, and other
areas.

Transcripts of broadcasts by the
Voice of America and Radio Marti are
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considered unusual and valuable for re-
search by this consortium because
these services broadcast in so many
languages.

This research could lead to the devel-
opment of software that will help U.S.
companies as well as Government agen-
cies translate their products and tech-
nology into other languages. This is an
area where our European counterparts
are ahead of the United States.

Research conducted as a result of
this bill could help U.S. companies
catch up.

I commend the chairman for bringing
this bill forward and | urge its adop-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York [Mr.
GILMAN] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3916.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of the measure
just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

RECLAMATION RECYCLING AND
WATER CONSERVATION ACT OF
1996

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3660) to make amendments to
the Reclamation Wastewater and
Groundwater Study and Facilities Act,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3660

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Reclamation
Recycling and Water Conservation Act of
19967,

SEC. 2. WATER RECYCLING PROJECTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 (43 U.S.C. 390h et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 1615, 1616, and
1617 as sections 1631, 1632, and 1633, respec-
tively, and

(2) by inserting after section 1614 the fol-
lowing new sections:

“SEC. 1615. NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY AREA
WATER RECYCLING PROJECT.

‘“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-

operation with the appropriate State and
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local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the North San Diego County Area Water Re-
cycling Project, consisting of projects to re-
claim and reuse water within service areas of
the San Elijo Joint Powers Authority, the
Leucadia County Water District, the City of
Carlsbad, and the Olivenhain Municipal
Water District, California.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

“(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1616. CALLEGUAS MUNICIPAL WATER DIS-
TRICT RECYCLING PROJECT.

“‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the Calleguas Municipal Water District Re-
cycling Project to reclaim and reuse water in
the service area of the Calleguas Municipal
Water District in Ventura County, Califor-
nia.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1617. CENTRAL VALLEY WATER RECYCLING
PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the Central Valley Water Recycling Project
to reclaim and reuse water in the service
areas of the Central Valley Reclamation Fa-
cility and the Salt Lake County Water Con-
servancy District in Utah.

“(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

“(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1618. ST. GEORGE AREA WATER RECYCLING
PROJECT.

““(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the St. George Area Water Recycling Project
to reclaim and reuse water in the service
area of the Washington County Water Con-
servancy District in Utah.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1619. WATSONVILLE AREA WATER RECY-
CLING PROJECT.

“‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the City of Watsonville, Cali-
fornia, is authorized to participate in the de-
sign, planning, and construction of the
Watsonville Area Water Recycling Project to
reclaim and reuse water in the Pajaro Valley
in Santa Cruz County, California.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

“(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1620. SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER RECY-
CLING PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-

operation with the appropriate State and
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local authorities, is authorized to participate

in the design, planning, and construction of

the Southern Nevada Water Recycling

Project to reclaim and reuse water in the

service area of the Southern Nevada Water

Authority in Clark County, Nevada.

“‘(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

“(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(3.

“SEC. 1621. ALBUQUERQUE METROPOLITAN AREA
WATER RECLAMATION AND REUSE
STUDY.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the city of Albuquerque, New
Mexico, is authorized to participate in the
Albuquerque Metropolitan Area Water Rec-
lamation and Reuse Study to reclaim and
reuse industrial and municipal wastewater
and reclaim and use naturally impaired
ground water in the Albuquerque metropoli-
tan area.

“(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

“(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1622. EL PASO WATER RECLAMATION AND
REUSE PROJECT.

““(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the ElI Paso Water Reclamation and Reuse
Project to reclaim and reuse wastewater in
the service area of the El Paso Water Utili-
ties Public Service Board, El Paso, Texas.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1623. RECLAIMED WATER IN PASADENA.

““(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the City of Pasadena, California, reclaimed
water project to obtain, store, and use re-
claimed water in Pasadena and its service
area, as well as neighboring communities.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1624. PHASE 1 OF THE ORANGE COUNTY RE-
GIONAL  WATER  RECLAMATION
PROJECT.

“‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
phase 1 of the Orange County Regional Water
Reclamation Project, to reclaim and reuse
water within the service area of the Orange
County Water District in California.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

“(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1625. CITY OF WEST JORDAN WATER REUSE
PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the City of West Jordan,
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Utah, is authorized to participate in the de-
sign, planning, and construction of the City
of West Jordan Water Reuse Project to recy-
cle and reuse water in its service area from
the South Valley Water Reclamation Facil-
ity Discharge Waters in Utah.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection

(a).

“SEC. 1626. HI-DESERT WATER DISTRICT IN
YUCCA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA
WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND

REUSE FACILITY.

‘“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the Hi-Desert Water District in Yucca Val-
ley, California wastewater collection and
reuse facility.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LiMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
@-

“SEC. 1627. MISSION BASIN BRACKISH GROUND-
WATER DESALTING DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECT.

‘“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the City of Oceanside, is au-
thorized to participate in the design, plan-
ning, and construction of a 3,000,000 gallon
per day expansion of the Mission Basin
Brackish Groundwater Desalting Demonstra-
tion Project in Oceanside, California.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LiMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
@-

“SEC. 1628. TREATMENT OF EFFLUENT FROM THE
SANITATION DISTRICTS OF LOS AN-
GELES COUNTY THROUGH THE CITY
OF LONG BEACH.

‘“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Water Replenishment
District of Southern California, the Orange
County Water District in the State of Cali-
fornia, and other appropriate authorities, is
authorized to participate in the design, plan-
ning, and construction of water reclamation
and reuse projects to treat approximately
10,000 acre-feet per year of effluent from the
sanitation districts of Los Angeles County
through the city of Long Beach.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LiIMmITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).

“SEC. 1629. SAN JOAQUIN AREA WATER RECY-
CLING AND REUSE PROJECT.

““(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the appropriate State and
local authorities, is authorized to participate
in the design, planning, and construction of
the San Joaquin Area Water Recycling and
Reuse Project, in cooperation with the City
of Tracy, and consisting of participating
projects which will reclaim and reuse water
within the County of San Joaquin in Califor-
nia.

““(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.

““(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection

(a).
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“SEC. 1630. TOOELE WASTEWATER TREATMENT
AND REUSE PROJECT.
““(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with Tooele City, Utah, is author-
ized to participate in the design, planning,
and construction of the Tooele Wastewater
Treatment and Reuse Project.
“(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of a project described in subsection (a)
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost.
““(c) LiMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation or mainte-
nance of a project described in subsection
(a).”.
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
(1) Section 1631 of such Act, as redesig-
nated by subsection (a)(1), is amended by
striking out ‘1614 and inserting in lieu
thereof *“1630”.
(2) Section 1632(c) of such Act, as redesig-
nated by subsection (a)(1), is amended by
striking out ‘‘section 1617’ and inserting in
lieu thereof *‘section 1633"".
(3) Section 1633 of such Act, as redesig-
nated by subsection (a)(1), is amended by
striking out ‘‘section 1616’ and inserting in
lieu thereof ‘‘section 1632"".
(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of
sections in section 2 of the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 is amended—
(1) by redesignating the items relating to
sections 1615, 1616, and 1617 as items relating
to sections 1631, 1632, and 1633, respectively,
and
(2) by inserting after the item relating to
section 1614 the following new items:
““‘Sec. 1615. North San Diego County Area
Water Recycling Project.

1616. Calleguas Municipal Water
District Recycling Project.

1617. Central Valley Water Recy-
cling Project.

1618. St. George Area Water Recy-
cling Project.

1619. Watsonville Area Water Re-
cycling Project.

1620. Southern Nevada Water Re-
cycling Project.

1621. Albuquerque Metropolitan
Area Water Reclamation and
Reuse Study.

““Sec.

“‘Sec.

““Sec.

“‘Sec.

““Sec.

“‘Sec.

““‘Sec. 1622. EI Paso Water Reclamation
and Reuse Project.
““‘Sec. 1623. Reclaimed Water in Pasa-

dena.

““Sec. 1624. Phase 1 of the Orange County
Regional Water Reclamation
Project.

““Sec. 1625. City of West Jordan Water
Reuse Project.

1626. Hi-Desert Water District in
Yucca Valley, California
Wastewater  Collection and
Reuse Facility.

1627. Mission Basin Brackish
Groundwater Desalting Dem-
onstration Project.

1628. Treatment of effluent from
the sanitation districts of Los
Angeles County through the
City of Long Beach.

1629. San Joaquin Area Water Re-
cycling and Reuse Project.

1630. Tooele Wastewater Treat-
ment and Reuse Project.”.

SEC. 3. APPRAISAL INVESTIGATIONS.

Section 1603(b) of (43 U.S.C. 390h-1(b)) is
amended in the matter preceding paragraph
(1) by inserting ‘“by the Secretary or the
non-Federal project sponsor’” after ‘‘under-
taken”.

SEC. 4. FEASIBILITY STUDIES.

Section 1604(c) of the Reclamation Projects
Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 (43
U.S.C. 390h-2(c)) is amended—

“‘Sec.

““Sec.

“‘Sec.

““Sec.

“‘Sec.
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(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘authorized’” and inserting ‘‘con-
ducted by the Secretary or the non-Federal
project sponsor’’;

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by inserting “‘at least two alternative”’
after ““(3)”,

(B) by striking ‘“‘and” after ‘‘measures”
and inserting ‘“‘or”’, and

(C) by inserting ‘““for the project under con-
sideration’” after “‘reuse’’;

(3) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and,” at
the end;

(4) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the
end of subparagraph (A), by striking the pe-
riod at the end of subparagraph (B) and in-
serting “‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the
following:

““(C) reduce the demand on existing Federal
water supply facilities,;”’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) the market or dedicated use for re-
claimed water in the project’s service area;
and

“(7) the financial capability of the non-
Federal project sponsor to fund its propor-
tionate share of the project’s construction
costs on an annual basis.”.

SEC. 5. DESALINATION RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT PROJECT.

Section 1605 of the Reclamation Projects
Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 (43
U.S.C. 390h-3) is amended—

(1) by designating the existing text as sub-
section (a); and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b)(1) The Secretary, in cooperation with
the city of Long Beach, the Central Basin
Municipal Water District, and the Metropoli-
tan Water District of Southern California
may participate in the design, planning, and
construction of the Long Beach Desalination
Research and Development Project in Los
Angeles County, California.

“(2) The Federal share of the cost of the
project described in paragraph (1) shall not
exceed 50 percent of the total.

““(3) The Secretary shall not provide funds
for the operation or maintenance of the
project described in paragraph (1).

“(c)(1) The Secretary, in cooperation with
the Southern Nevada Water Authority, may
participate in the design, planning, and con-
struction of the Las Vegas Area Shallow Aqg-
uifer Desalination Research and Develop-
ment Project in Clark County, Nevada.

““(2) The Federal share of the cost of the
project described in paragraph (1) shall not
exceed 50 percent of the total.

““(3) The Secretary shall not provide funds
for the operation or maintenance of the
project described in paragraph (1).

““(d) A Federal contribution in excess of 25
percent for a project under this section may
not be made until after the Secretary deter-
mines that the project is not feasible with-
out such Federal contribution.”.

SEC. 6. SAN FRANCISCO AREA WATER RECLAMA-
TION STUDY.

Section 1611(c) of the Reclamation Projects
Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 (43
U.S.C. 390h-9(c)) is amended by striking
“four”” and inserting “‘five’.

SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 1631 of the Reclamation Projects
Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 (43
U.S.C. 390h-13), as amended by section 2 of
this Act, is amended by inserting ‘““(a)” be-
fore ““There are authorized’ and by adding at
the end the following:

“(b)(1) Funds may not be appropriated for
the construction of any project authorized
by this title until after—

““(A) an appraisal investigation and a fea-
sibility study that complies with the provi-
sions of sections 1603(b) or 1604(c), as the case
may be, have been completed by the Sec-
retary or the non-Federal project sponsor;
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““(B) the Secretary has determined that the
non-Federal project sponsor is financially
capable of funding the non-Federal share of
the project’s costs; and

“(C) the Secretary has approved a cost-
sharing agreement with the non-Federal
project sponsor which commits the non-Fed-
eral project sponsor to funding its propor-
tionate share of the project’s construction
costs on an annual basis.

“(2) The requirements of paragraph (1)
shall not apply to those projects authorized
by this title for which funds were appro-
priated prior to January 1, 1996.

““(c) The Secretary shall notify the Com-
mittees on Resources and Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittees on Energy and Natural Resources
and Appropriations of the Senate within 30
days after the signing of a cost-sharing
agreement pursuant to subsection (b) that
such an agreement has been signed and that
the Secretary has determined that the non-
Federal project sponsor is financially capa-
ble of funding the project’s non-Federal
share of the project’s costs.

“(d)(1) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this title and except as provided by
paragraph (2), the Federal share of the costs
of each of the individual projects authorized
by this title shall not exceed $20,000,000 (Oc-
tober 1996 prices).

“(2) In the case of any project authorized
by this title for which construction funds
were appropriated before January 1, 1996, the
Federal share of the cost of such project may
not exceed the amount specified as the “total
Federal obligation’ for that project in the
budget justification made by the Bureau of
Reclamation for fiscal year 1997, as con-
tained in part 3 of the report of the hearing
held on March 27, 1996, before the Sub-
committee on Energy and Water Develop-
ment of the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DooLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MiL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 3660. This bill would
amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act of 1992 to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to participate in the de-
sign, planning and construction of ad-
ditional water recycling and reuse
projects.

This water reuse program, adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Reclamation, is
an important tool for western commu-
nities. At a time when few dams and
storage reservoirs are being con-
structed in the arid West, water reuse
is an ideal means of increasing the
water supply in certain areas. Several
of the projects authorized in this bill
would use reclaimed water for ground-
water recharge, industrial applications,
irrigation, or municipal landscaping.
Using reclaimed water for these pur-
poses stretches potable water supplies,
and reduces the demand on overdrafted
groundwater aquifers and surface water
supplies.
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This bill limits the Federal cost
share for most of these reuse projects
to 25 percent of the design and con-
struction costs, and does not authorize
any funds for operation and mainte-
nance expenses. Title to all projects
under this bill, as well as those author-
ized under the 1992 act, would be held
by the non-Federal project sponsors.

In an effort to establish more strin-
gent criteria for projects receiving ini-
tial Federal funding after January 1,
1996, the bill makes certain changes to
the underlying 1992 act. Those changes
include requirements that appraisal in-
vestigations and feasibility studies be
conducted before funds can be appro-
priated for the project, and that a cost-
sharing agreement between the Sec-
retary and the non-Federal sponsor be
signed. Finally, H.R. 3660 establishes a
cap on the Federal share of the costs
for an individual project, not to exceed
$20 million for any project not already
receiving Federal funding.

H.R. 3660 expands an important water
reuse program that can help solve the
growing water supply problems facing
many western communities and | urge
my colleagues to support the bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise in support of this legis-
lation.

H.R. 3660 amends title 16 of the Rec-
lamation Projects Authorization and
Adjustment Act of 1992 to authorize a
number of new projects for wastewater
reclamation and reuse, and two new
desalting projects.

| generally support the provisions of
this legislation. | note, however, that
H.R. 3660 is the largest Western water
project authorization bill reported by
the Committee on Resources in the
104th Congress, with a potential Fed-
eral cost of more than $150 million.
Several of the projects authorized in
this bill have not been subject to hear-
ings by the Resources Committee.

The bill sets some important new re-
quirements for Federal participation in
these wastewater reclamation projects:

Project sponsors must prepare ap-
praisal studies and feasibility-level
studies before seeking Federal appro-
priations; my understanding of this bill
is that NEPA compliance is not
waived.

Local sponsors must be able to dem-
onstrate that they can meet cost-shar-
ing requirements.

Meaningful cost-sharing agreements
must be executed.

In this bill, the Federal share for
wastewater reclamation and reuse
projects is limited to 25 percent of the
total project cost, and the Federal
share of each wastewater reclamation
project is capped at $20 million. The $20
million per project cap on Federal
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funding and the strict requirements for
receiving Federal assistance are appro-
priate and welcome additions to this
bill.

The two desalination projects provide
for Federal contributions up to 50 per-
cent of the total project costs, and Fed-
eral contributions for these projects
are also capped at $20 million.

Wastewater reclamation and reuse
projects are a valuable tool for water
management in the Western United
States; these projects can be used as an
alternative to more expensive and en-
vironmentally destructive traditional
water projects. This legislation will un-
doubtedly encourage many commu-
nities in our heavily populated Western
States to proceed with water recycling
projects that will reduce the demand
on scarce freshwater supplies. As we
consider appropriations requests for
these projects in years to come, Mem-
bers will have to decide whether the
relatively high costs of these projects
make them worthwhile.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
3660.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
California [Mr. CUNNINGHAM].

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H.R. 3660. This
bill will provide an important piece of
proenvironment legislation which will
assist our local communities to build
and design water reclamation and recy-
cling projects.

My district in San Diego County is
almost entirely dependent upon im-
ported water for its industrial, residen-
tial, and agricultural water supply
needs. The majority of the imported
water that reaches my congressional
district originates in northern Califor-
nia or the Colorado River and is trans-
ported through a series of aqueducts
and pipelines that cross over the San
Andreas earthquake fault. As such,
water supply in northern San Diego
County is a limited resource that is
consistently at risk due to drought, de-
mands elsewhere in the State, and nat-
ural disasters.

To minimize the potential risks to
our water supply, water districts in my
congressional district have embarked
on a number of water conservation and
reuse initiatives designed to reduce de-
mand and provide alternative supplies
for nonpotable applications. One of
these initiatives is the north San Diego
County Area Water Recycling Project.
This project is a cooperative effort be-
tween the Leucadia County Water Dis-
trict, the San Elijo Joint Powers Au-
thority, the Olivenhain Municipal
Water District, and the city of Carls-
bad, CA. When completed, the com-
bined production of the two treatment
plants will be up to 25 million gallons
per day of recycled water. This water
can be wused for Ilandscaping, golf
courses, schools, nurseries, agricul-
tural irrigation and industrial applica-
tions.

Reclaimed water is an increasingly
important element in California’s
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water supply. Regional reclamation
projects like this are expected to meet
a large portion of California’s future
water supply needs. Implementation of
these projects will reduce the San
Diego region’s reliance on imported
water and produce both economic and
environmental benefits for all Califor-
nians.

I would like to thank the committee
and the chairman for bringing this bill
forward and ask that my colleagues
support H.R. 3660.

Mr. KIM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H.R. 3360 because it authorizes phase 1 of
the Orange County Water Reclamation Project
near my congressional district.

| particularly want to thank chairman Doo-
LITTLE, chairman HANSEN, and chairman
YOUNG for their support and willingness to in-
clude my project in their legislation.

Last Congress, | introduced a free-standing
bill, H.R. 4987, with Congressmen CoX, DOR-
NAN, PACKARD, and ROYCE to authorize the en-
tire Orange County Water Reclamation
Project.

This project is vital to the long-term water
supply of Orange County and the environ-
mental health of the Santa Ana River. As you
know, the long-term water supply outlook for
my constituents in Orange County is bleak.
Over the next several years, southern Califor-
nia will lose Colorado River Water to Arizona,
and it's doubtful that significant new supplies
will come from the north.

In short, we have very few water options in
southern California. It is critical that we make
the most of our existing supplies and recycle
water wherever possible.

Phase 1 of this project will capture 50,000
acre feet of secondary effluent water per year
[AFY] from the county sanitation district, clean
it, and then pump the recycled water to parks,
industrial water users and the Santa Ana River
water recharge basins.

Rather than dump the effluent water into the
Santa Ana and the Pacific Ocean, we can
clean it, use it for parks and industrial pur-
poses, and recharge our ground water basins.

When phase 2 and 3 of the project are com-
pleted, Orange County will recycle 100,000
acre feet of water per year. That's enough
water for 400,000 constituents.

This is a win-win project for the environment
and water users.

Again, let me thank the chairman and the
Orange County delegation for their support of
my project.

The committee has put together a fine bill,
and | urge all of my colleagues to vote for its
passage.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, in 1992, Con-
gress passed into law the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act,
which authorized the Bureau of Reclamation
to contribute up to 25 percent of the cost of
designing and constructing water recycling
and reuse projects.

This program provides a sensible and last-
ing solution to the growing problem of dwin-
dling municipal, industrial, and agricultural
water supplies in many areas of the country.
It will also help preserve and protect environ-
mentally sensitive watersheds by reducing de-
mands for freshwater supplies and by cutting
back on wastewater discharges into sensitive
bays and estuaries.

H.R. 3660 amends title XVI of the Reclama-
tion Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
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of 1992, to include additional worthy water
reuse and recycling projects not named in the
original bill.

Economically and environmentally, the next
step to guaranteeing more dependable and
cheaper supplies of water is water reuse and
recycling. Recycling programs treat
wastewater that can be safely used to irrigate
crops, land, golf courses, freeway medians,
and replenish groundwater basins as well as
supply water to industry.

Because of the success of title XVI, commu-
nities from around the country are looking to
water recycling as an effective way to serve
their customers in an environmentally friendly
manner. This program is a unique win-win pro-
gram which goes a long way toward preparing
for the future, preserving fresh water reserves,
easing the burden of Federal mandates and
protecting our environment.

Mr. Speaker, | urge Members to support this
amendment, and | would like to thank you and
subcommittee chairman Mr. DoOLITTLE for
your assistance with this measure.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, | urge
passage of the bill. I have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. DooLITTLE] that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3660, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
FORT PECK RURAL COUNTY

WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM ACT OF
1996

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 1467) to authorize the
construction of the Fort Peck Rural
County Water Supply system, to au-
thorize assistance to the Fort Peck
Rural County Water District, Inc., a
nonprofit corporation, for the plan-
ning, design, and construction of the
water supply system, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1467

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Fort Peck
Rural County Water Supply System Act of
1996,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act:

(1) CONSTRUCTION.—The term ‘‘construc-
tion” means such activities associated with
the actual development or construction of
facilities as are initiated on execution of
contracts for construction.

(2) DISTRICT.—The term “District” means
the Fort Peck Rural County Water District,
Inc., a nonprofit corporation in Montana.

(3) FEASIBILITY STUDY.—The term ‘‘feasibil-
ity study” means the study entitled ‘“‘Final
Engineering Report and Alternative Evalua-
tion for the Fort Peck Rural County Water
District”’, dated September 1994.
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(4) PLANNING.—The term “‘planning’ means
activities such as data collection, evalua-
tion, design, and other associated
preconstruction activities required prior to
the execution of contracts for construction.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM.—The term
“water supply system’ means the Fort Peck
Rural County Water Supply System, to be
established and operated substantially in ac-
cordance with the feasibility study.

SEC. 3. FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FOR WATER SUP-
PLY SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon request of the Dis-
trict, the Secretary shall enter into a coop-
erative agreement with the District for the
planning, design, and construction by the
District of the water supply system. Title to
this project shall remain in the name of the
District.

(b) SERVICE AREA.—The water supply sys-
tem shall provide for safe and adequate rural
water supplies under the jurisdiction of the
District in Valley County, northeastern
Montana (as described in the feasibility
study).

(c) AMOUNT OF FEDERAL CONTRIBUTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3),
under the cooperative agreement, the Sec-
retary shall pay the Federal share of—

(A) costs associated with the planning, de-
sign, and construction of the water supply
system (as identified in the feasibility
study); and

(B) such means as are necessary to defray
increases in the budget.

(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be 75 percent
and shall not be reimbursable.

(3) ToTtAaL.—The amount of Federal funds
made available under the cooperative agree-
ment shall not exceed the amount of funds
authorized to be appropriated under section
4.

(4) LimITATIONS.—Not more than 5 percent
of the amount of Federal funds made avail-
able to the Secretary under section 4 may be
used by the Secretary for activities associ-
ated with—

(A) compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.); and

(B) oversight of the planning, design, and
construction by the District of the water
supply system.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act $5,800,000. This authoriza-
tion shall terminate after a period of 5 com-
plete fiscal years after the date of enactment
of this Act unless the Congress has appro-
priated funds for the construction purposes
of this Act. This authorization shall be ex-
tended 1 additional year if the Secretary has
requested such appropriation. The funds au-
thorized to be appropriated may be increased
or decreased by such amounts as are justified
by reason of ordinary fluctuations in devel-
opment costs incurred after October 1, 1994,
as indicated by engineering cost indices ap-
plicable to the type of construction project
authorized under this Act. All costs which
exceed the amounts authorized by this Act,
including costs associated with the ongoing
energy needs, operation, and maintenance of
this project shall remain the responsibility
of the District.

SEC. 5. CACHUMA PROJECT, BRADBURY DAM,
CALIFORNIA.

The prohibition against obligating funds
for construction until 60 days from the date
that the Secretary of the Interior transmits
a report to the Congress in accordance with
section 5 of the Reclamation Safety of Dams
Act of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 509) is waived for the
Cachuma Project, Bradbury Dam, California.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DooLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MiL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of S.
1467. This bill would authorize appro-
priations of $5.8 million for construc-
tion of a rural water supply distribu-
tion facility for areas around Fort
Peck Lake in north-central Montana.
The project includes upgrading an ex-
isting water treatment plant and in-
stalling water distribution pipelines.
Currently, 95 percent of the residents
of Valley County must haul their
drinking water. In addition, this area
receives more than 280,000 visits each
year from recreational users at Fort
Peck Reservoir, and a reliable supply
of good quality drinking water is need-
ed to serve these people.

In September 1994, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation and HKM Associates com-
pleted a final engineering report for
the Fort Peck County Rural County
Water District. The report examined 15
alternatives and recommended 1 that
would construct a new intake in the
reservoir and water treatment facility
near Duck Creek. The reservoir is con-
sidered to be the best source of water
for a municipal system because the
water is of good quality and requires
only conventional treatment.

The Federal cost-share on the project
would be 75 percent. All costs for oper-
ation and maintenance, as well as on-
going energy needs, would be the re-
sponsibility of the District, and title to
the facilities will remain with the Dis-
trict. The bill contains a provision that
terminates project authorization 5
complete fiscal years after enactment
if the project has not received con-
struction appropriations by then, ex-
cept that the authorization shall be ex-
tended by 1 additional fiscal year if the
Secretary of the Interior has requested
an appropriation for construction.

The last section of the bill will allow
safety-of-dams work to proceed expedi-
tiously at the Cachuma Project,
Bradbury Dam, California.

This bill was noncontroversial during
the Resources Committee markup. It is
our understanding that the State of
Montana and the entire Montana dele-
gation strongly support the project and
this legislation. I urge my colleagues
to support passage of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. | rise in
support of this bill, Mr. Speaker, and

September 4, 1996

want to acknowledge the gentleman
from Montana, Mr. PAT WiLLIAMS, for
the work he did on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of S. 1467,
which would authorize appropriations for the
construction of a rural water supply distribution
facility for areas around Fort Peck Lake in
north-central Montana. Most residents of the
area now must have their drinking water deliv-
ered by tank truck.

The bill as amended would strictly limit Fed-
eral expenditures for upgrading the water sup-
ply system, and | urge my colleagues to sup-
port S. 1467.

S. 1467 as amended also waives the statu-
tory 60-day congressional waiting period for
approval of a Bureau of Reclamation dam
safety report for the Cachuma Project in Cali-
fornia. | have no objections to this provision of
the bill.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, | urge
passage of the bill, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DooLITTLE] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 1467,
as amended.

The question was taken; (and two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill, as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

KENAI NATIVES ASSOCIATION
EQUITY ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1996

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 401) entitled the ““Kenai Na-
tives Association Equity Act,” as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 401

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kenai Natives
Association Equity Act Amendments of 1996°".
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the follow-
ing:
(1) The United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice and Kenai Natives Association, Inc., have
agreed to transfers of certain land rights, in and
near the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, nego-
tiated as directed by Public Law 102-458.

(2) The lands to be acquired by the Service are
within the area impacted by the Exxon Valdez
oil spill of 1989, and these lands included impor-
tant habitat for various species of fish and wild-
life for which significant injury resulting from
the spill has been documented through the
EVOS Trustee Council restoration process. This
analysis has indicated that these lands gen-
erally have value for the restoration of such in-
jured natural resources as pink salmon, dolly
varden, bald eagles, river otters, and cultural
and archaeological resources. This analysis has
also indicated that these lands generally have
high value for the restoration of injured species
that rely on these natural resources, including
wilderness quality, recreation, tourism, and sub-
sistence.

(3) Restoration of the injured species will ben-
efit from acquisition and the prevention of dis-
turbances which may adversely affect their re-
covery.
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(4) It is in the public interest to complete the
conveyances provided for in this Act.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
authorize and direct the Secretary, at the elec-
tion of KNA, to complete the conveyances pro-
vided for in this Act.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act, the term—

(1) ““ANCSA’ means the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act of 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.);

(2) ““ANILCA” means the Alaska National In-
terest Lands Conservation Act (Public Law 96—
487; 94 Stat. 2371 et seq.);

(3) ““‘conservation system unit’”’ has the same
meaning as in section 102(4) of ANILCA (16
U.S.C. 3102(4));

(4) “*CIRI’” means the Cook Inlet Region, Inc.,
a Native Regional Corporation incorporated in
the State of Alaska pursuant to the terms of
ANCSA;

(5) ““EVOS’ means the Exxon Valdez oil spill;

(6) ““KNA’ means the Kenai Natives Associa-
tion, Inc., an urban corporation incorporated in
the State of Alaska pursuant to the terms of
ANCSA;

(7) “lands’” means any lands, waters, or inter-
ests therein;

(8) ““Refuge’” means the Kenai National Wild-
life Refuge;

(9) ““‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of the In-
terior;

(10) ““Service’”” means the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service; and

(11) “*Terms and Conditions’ means the Terms
and Conditions for Land Consolidation and
Management in the Cook Inlet Area, as clarified
on August 31, 1976, ratified by section 12 of Pub-
lic Law 94-204 (43 U.S.C. 1611 note).

SEC. 4. ACQUISITION OF LANDS.

(a) OFFER TO KNA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of
the funds identified in subsection (b)(3), no later
than 90 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall offer to convey to KNA
the interests in land and rights set forth in sub-
section (b)(2), subject to valid existing rights, in
return for the conveyance by KNA to the United
States of the interests in land or relinquishment
of ANCSA selections set forth in subsection
(b)(1). Payment for the lands conveyed to the
United States by KNA is contingent upon KNA'’s
acceptance of the entire conveyance outlined
herein.

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not con-
vey any lands or make payment to KNA under
this section unless title to the lands to be con-
veyed by KNA under this Act has been found by
the United States to be sufficient in accordance
with the provisions of section 355 of the Revised
Statutes (40 U.S.C. 255).

(b) ACQUISITION LANDS.—

(1) LANDS TO BE CONVEYED TO THE UNITED
STATES.—The lands to be conveyed by KNA to
the United States, or the valid selection rights
under ANCSA to be relinquished, all situated
within the boundary of the Refuge, are the fol-
lowing:

(A) The conveyance of approximately 803
acres located along and on islands within the
Kenai River, known as the Stephanka Tract.

(B) The conveyance of approximately 1,243
acres located along the Moose River, known as
the Moose River Patented Lands Tract.

(C) The relinquishment of KNA’s selection
known as the Moose River Selected Tract, con-
taining approximately 753 acres located along
the Moose River.

(D) The relinquishment of KNA’s remaining
ANCSA entitlement of approximately 454 acres.

(E) The relinquishment of all KNA’s remain-
ing overselections. Upon completion of all
relinquishments outlined above, all KNA’s enti-
tlement shall be deemed to be extinguished and
the completion of this acquisition will satisfy all
of KNA’s ANCSA entitlement.

(F) The conveyance of an access easement
providing the United States and its assigns ac-
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cess across KNA'’s surface estate in the SW¥%s of
section 21, T. 6 N., R. 9 W., Seward Meridian,
Alaska.

(G) The conveyance of approximately 100
acres within the Beaver Creek Patented Tract,
which is contiguous to lands being retained by
the United States contiguous to the Beaver
Creek Patented Tract, in exchange for 280 acres
of Service lands currently situated within the
Beaver Creek Selected Tract.

(2) LANDS TO BE CONVEYED TO KNA.—The
rights provided or lands to be conveyed by the
United States to KNA, are the following:

(A) The surface and subsurface estate to ap-
proximately 5 acres, subject to reservations of
easements for existing roads and utilities, lo-
cated within the city of Kenai, Alaska, identi-
fied as United States Survey 1435, withdrawn by
Executive Order 2934, and known as the old
Fish and Wildlife Service Headquarters site.

(B) The remaining subsurface estate held by
the United States to approximately 13,811 acres,
including portions of the Beaver Creek Patented
Tract, the Beaver Creek Selected Tract, and por-
tions of the Swanson River Road West Tract
and the Swanson River Road East Tract, where
the surface was previously or will be conveyed
to KNA pursuant to this Act. The conveyance of
these subsurface interests will be subject to the
rights of CIRI to the coal, oil, and gas, and to
all rights CIRI, its successors, and assigns
would have under paragraph 1(B) of the Terms
and Conditions, including the right to sand and
gravel, to construct facilities, to have rights-of-
way, and to otherwise develop its subsurface in-
terests.

(C)(i) The nonexclusive right to use sand and
gravel which is reasonably necessary for on-site
development without compensation or permit on
those portions of the Swanson River Road East
Tract, comprising approximately 1,738.04 acres;
where the entire subsurface of the land is pres-
ently owned by the United States. The United
States shall retain the ownership of all other
sand and gravel located within the subsurface
and KNA shall not sell or dispose of such sand
and gravel.

(ii) The right to excavate within the sub-
surface estate as reasonably necessary for struc-
tures, utilities, transportation systems, and
other development of the surface estate.

(D) The nonexclusive right to excavate within
the subsurface estate as reasonably necessary
for structures, utilities, transportation systems,
and other development of the surface estate on
the SW%v4, section 21, T. 6 N., R. 9 W., Seward
Meridian, Alaska, where the entire subsurface
of the land is owned by the United States and
which public lands shall continue to be with-
drawn from mining following their removal from
the Refuge boundary under subsection (c)(1)(B).
The United States shall retain the ownership of
all other sand and gravel located within the
subsurface of this parcel.

(E) The surface estate of approximately 280
acres known as the Beaver Creek Selected Tract.
This tract shall be conveyed to KNA in ex-
change for lands conveyed to the United States
as described in subsection (b)(1)(B).

(3) PAYMENT.—The United States shall make a
total cash payment to KNA for the above-de-
scribed lands of $4,443,000, contingent upon the
appropriate approvals of the Federal or State of
Alaska EVOS Trustees (or both) necessary for
any expenditure of the EVOS settlement funds.

(4) NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES.—
Upon completion of the acquisition authorized
in subsection (a), the Secretary shall, at no cost
to KNA, in coordination with KNA, promptly
undertake to nominate the Stephanka Tract to
the National Register of Historic Places, in rec-
ognition of the archaeological artifacts from the
original Dena’ina Settlement. If the Department
of the Interior establishes a historical, cultural,
or archaeological interpretive site, KNA shall
have the exclusive right to operate a Dena’ina
interpretive site on the Stephanka Tract under
the regulations and policies of the department.
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If KNA declines to operate such a site, the de-
partment may do so under its existing authori-
ties. Prior to the department undertaking any
archaeological activities whatsoever on the
Stephanka Tract, KNA shall be consulted.

(c) GENERAL PROVISIONS.—

(1) REMOVAL OF KNA LANDS FROM THE NA-
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM.—

(A) Effective on the date of closing for the Ac-
quisition Lands identified in subsection (b)(2),
all lands retained by or conveyed to KNA pursu-
ant to this Act, and the subsurface interests of
CIRI underlying such lands shall be automati-
cally removed from the National Wildlife Refuge
System and shall neither be considered as part
of the Refuge nor subject to any laws pertaining
solely to lands within the boundaries of the Ref-
uge. The conveyance restrictions imposed by
section 22(g) of ANCSA (i) shall then be ineffec-
tive and cease to apply to such interests of KNA
and CIRI, and (ii) shall not be applicable to the
interests received by KNA in accordance with
subsection (b)(2) or to the CIRI interests under-
lying them. The Secretary shall adjust the
boundaries of the Refuge so as to exclude all in-
terests in lands retained or received in exchange
by KNA in accordance with this Act, including
both surface and subsurface, and shall also ex-
clude all interests currently held by CIRI. On
lands within the Swanson River Road East
Tract, the boundary adjustment shall only in-
clude the surface estate where the subsurface
estate is retained by the United States.

(B)(i) The Secretary, KNA, and CIRI shall
execute an agreement within 45 days of the date
of enactment of this Act which preserves CIRI’s
rights under paragraph 1(B)(1) of the Terms and
Conditions, addresses CIRI’s obligations under
such paragraph, and adequately addresses man-
agement issues associated with the boundary
adjustment set forth in this Act and with the
differing interests in land resulting from enact-
ment of this Act.

(ii) In the event that no agreement is executed
as provided for in clause (i), solely for the pur-
poses of administering CIRI’s rights under para-
graph 1(B)(1) of the Terms and Conditions, the
Secretary and CIRI shall be deemed to have re-
tained their respective rights and obligations
with respect to CIRI's subsurface interests
under the requirements of the Terms and Condi-
tions in effect on June 18, 1996. Notwithstanding
the boundary adjustments made pursuant to
this Act, conveyances to KNA shall be deemed to
remain subject to the Secretary’s and CIRI’s
rights and obligations under paragraph 1(B)(1)
of the Terms and Conditions.

(C) The Secretary is authorized to acquire by
purchase or exchange, on a willing seller basis
only, any lands retained by or conveyed to
KNA. In the event that any lands owned by
KNA are subsequently acquired by the United
States, they shall be automatically included in
the Refuge System. The laws and regulations
applicable to Refuge lands shall then apply to
these lands and the Secretary shall then adjust
the boundaries accordingly.

(D) Nothing in this Act is intended to enlarge
or diminish the authorities, rights, duties, obli-
gations, or the property rights held by CIRI
under the Terms and Conditions, or otherwise
except as set forth in this Act. In the event of
the purchase by the United States of any lands
from KNA in accordance with paragraph (1)(B),
the United States shall reassume from KNA the
rights it previously held under the Terms and
Conditions and the provisions in any patent im-
plementing section 22(g) of ANCSA will again
apply. ) . )

(E) By virtue of implementation of this Act,
CIRI is deemed entitled to 1,207 acres of in-lieu
subsurface entitlement under section 12(a)(1) of
ANCSA. Such entitlement shall be fulfilled in
accordance with paragraph 1(B)(2)(A) of the
Terms and Conditions.

(2) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—Maps
and a legal description of the lands described
above shall be on file and available for public
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inspection in the appropriate offices of the Unit-
ed States Department of the Interior, and the
Secretary shall, no later than 90 days after en-
actment of this Act, prepare a legal description
of the lands described in subsection (b)(1)(G).
Such maps and legal description shall have the
same force and effect as if included in the Act,
except that the Secretary may correct clerical
and typographical errors.

(3) AccepTANCE.—KNA may accept the offer
made in this Act by notifying the Secretary in
writing of its decision within 180 days of receipt
of the offer. In the event the offer is rejected,
the Secretary shall notify the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
and the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate.

(4) FINAL MAPS.—Not later than 120 days after
the conclusion of the acquisition authorized by
subsection (a), the Secretary shall transmit a
final report and maps accurately depicting the
lands transferred and conveyed pursuant to this
Act and the acreage and legal descriptions of
such lands to the Committee on Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources and the Commit-
tee on Environment and Public Works of the
Senate.

SEC. 5. ADJUSTMENTS TO NATIONAL WILDER-
NESS SYSTEM.

Upon acquisition of lands by the United
States pursuant to section 4(b)(1), that portion
of the Stephanka Tract lying south and west of
the Kenai River, consisting of approximately 592
acres, shall be included in and managed as part
of the Kenai Wilderness and such lands shall be
managed in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of the Wilderness Act and ANILCA.

SEC. 6. DESIGNATION OF LAKE TODATONTEN
SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA.

(a) PURPOSE.—To0 balance the potential effects
on fish, wildlife, and habitat of the removal of
KNA lands from the Refuge System, the Sec-
retary is hereby directed to withdraw, subject to
valid existing rights, from location, entry, and
patent under the mining laws and to create as
a special management unit for the protection of
fish, wildlife, and habitat, certain unappropri-
ated and unreserved public lands, totaling ap-
proximately 37,000 acres adjacent to the west
boundary of the Kanuti National Wildlife Ref-
uge to be known as the ““‘Lake Todatonten Spe-
cial Management Area’’, as depicted on the map
entitled Proposed: Lake Todatonten Special
Management Area, dated June 13, 1996, and to
be managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.

(b) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) Such designation is subject to all valid ex-
isting rights as well as the subsistence pref-
erences provided under title VIII of ANILCA.
Any lands conveyed to the State of Alaska shall
be removed from the Lake Todatonten Special
Management Area.

(2) The Secretary may permit any additional
uses of the area, or grant easements, only to the
extent that such use, including leasing under
the mineral leasing laws, is determined to not
detract from nor materially interfere with the
purposes for which the Special Management
Area is established.

(3)(A) The BLM shall establish the Lake
Todatonten Special Management Area Commit-
tee. The membership of the Committee shall con-
sist of 11 members as follows:

(i) Two residents each from the villages of
ALatna, Allakaket, Hughes, and Tanana.

(ii)) One representative from each of Doyon
Corporation, the Tanana Chiefs Conference,
and the State of Alaska.

(B) Members of the Committee shall serve
without pay.

(C) The BLM shall hold meetings of the Lake
Todatonten Special Management Area Commit-
tee at least once per year to discuss management
issues within Special Management Area. The
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BLM shall not allow any new type of activity in
the Special Management Area without first con-
ferring with the Committee in a timely manner.

(c) Access.—The Secretary shall allow the fol-
lowing:

(1) Private access for any purpose, including
economic development, to lands within the
boundaries of the Special Management Area
which are owned by third parties or are held in
trust by the Secretary for third parties pursuant
to the Alaska Native Allotment Act (25 U.S.C.
336). Such rights may be subject to restrictions
issued by the BLM to protect subsistence uses of
the Special Management Area.

(2) Existing public access across the Special
Management Area. Section 1110(a) of ANILCA
shall apply to the Special Management Area.

(d) SECRETARIAL ORDER AND MAPS.—The Sec-
retary shall file with the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
and the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate, the Secretarial Order and
maps setting forth the boundaries of the Area
within 90 days of the completion of the acquisi-
tion authorized by this Act. Once established,
this Order may only be amended or revoked by
Act of Congress.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DooOLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MiL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 401 was reported by
the Resources Committee by a voice
vote on June 19. The bill enjoys broad
bipartisan support, including the sup-
port of the Department of the Interior.

H.R. 401 does several things, a few of
which | will briefly mention.

First, the bill solves a longstanding
dispute between the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Kenai Natives
Association [KNA] over lands owned by
KNA that are located within the Kenai
Wildlife Refuge. KNA has been pre-
cluded from developing approximately
15,500 acres that were conveyed to
them pursuant to passage of the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement Act in
1971. Under H.R. 401, those 15,500 acres
of KNA-owned land will be removed
from the Refuge and all associated de-
velopment restrictions will be lifted.

Second, H.R. 401 will allow the Fish
and Wildlife Service to acquire three
highly desirable parcels of land owned
by KNA and KNA’s remaining land en-
titlement at appraised value. A total of
2,253 acres of KNA lands will be ac-
quired with Exxon Valdez oil spill set-
tlement funds for approximately $4.5
million.

Finally, KNA will receive title to the
old Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
headquarters site in downtown Kenai,
Alaska, which consists of a building
and a 5-acre parcel—KNA would like to
use this site for economic development
purposes.
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The Fish and Wildlife Service has
proposed in order to maintain natural
resource protection and values, that
Congress  designate approximately
37,000 acres as a BLM Special Manage-
ment Area in exchange for removing
15,500 acres from the Refuge. This pro-
posal has been incorporated into H.R.
401. The Special Management Area
would be created adjacent to an exist-
ing refuge in north-central Alaska.
Management of the area will be subject
to existing subsistence preferences and
valid existing rights. Furthermore,
public access will be protected and
residents of surrounding villages will
be given the ability to participate in
decisions relative to management of
the area.

The Kenai Natives have waited long
enough to resolve these land use issues.
Hopefully the Senate will move similar
legislation prior to the end of this leg-
islative session. | urge Members sup-
port for this noncontroversial legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of this
legislation. | thank the gentleman
from Alaska, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Resources, for his sponsor-
ship of this bill and his long-standing
interest in the concerns of the Kenai
Native Association.

This bill would ratify an agreement
negotiated between KNA and the De-
partment of the Interior. The bill pro-
vides the Native corporation with clear
title to lands received under the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement Act
which are within the boundaries of the
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge and
subject to development restrictions. To
equalize values in the exchange, KNA
also would receive $4.4 million from the
Exxon Valdez oil spill trust fund. Ac-
cordingly, this bill has no negative im-
pact on the Federal budget.

In return, the Kenai National Wild-
life Refuge would benefit by the acqui-
sition of over 3,000 acres of prime fish
and wildlife habitat along the Kenai
River, one of the most important fish-
ing and recreational watersheds in
Alaska. About 592 acres of these ac-
quired lands would be designated part
of the refuge wilderness. The habitat
values of the lands have been evaluated
and their acquisition approved by the
State-Federal trustee council which
administers the Exxon Valdez trust
fund. I have long supported prudent use
of the Exxon Valdez monies for habitat
protection in the region affected by the
oil spill and | commend both Interior
Secretary Babbitt and Alaska Gov-
ernor Tony Knowles for their leader-
ship within the council.

In addition, to help compensate for
the removal of KNA lands from the ref-
uge boundaries, a 37,000 acre special
fish and wildlife management area
would be designated adjacent to the
Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge in
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nothern Alaska and administered by
the BLM.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation provides
significant opportunities for a Native
corporation that has struggled for well
over a decade to find an accommoda-
tion between the economic interests of
its shareholders and the land manage-
ment interests of the Fish and Wildlife
Service. While other administrations
have been indifferent to KNA’s plight,
the Interior Department has attempted
in this bill to strike a reasonable bal-
ance between the interests of Native
Alaskans and fish and wildlife protec-
tion. | urge the other body to avoid the
temptation to rewrite the environ-
mental designations or otherwise gen-
erate controversy and opposition. It is
clearly in the best interests of KNA to
have this legislation enacted into law
this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, | yield
back the balance of my time, and I
urge passage of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DooLITTLE] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 401, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

DESIGNATING ADMINISTRATION
OF LAKE TAHOE BASIN NA-
TIONAL FOREST TO SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2122) to designate the Lake
Tahoe Basin National Forest in the
States of California and Nevada to be
administered by the Secretary of Agri-

culture, and for other purposes, as
amended.
The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2122

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

There is hereby designated in the States of
California and Nevada the Lake Tahoe Basin
National Forest to be administered by the
Secretary of Agriculture as a unit of the Na-
tional Forest System subject to the laws,
rules, and regulations applicable to the Na-
tional Forest System.

SEC. 2. BOUNDARIES.

(a) The Lake Tahoe Basin National Forest
shall comprise those lands designated as the
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in the
Federal Register notice dated January 13,
1978 (43 F.R. 1971) and any lands subsequently
added to the Unit.

(b) For the purposes of section 7 of the
Land and Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (16
U.S.C. 4601-9), the exterior boundary of the
Lake Tahoe Basin National Forest estab-
lished by this Act shall be treated as if it
were the boundary as of January 1, 1965.
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(c) The boundaries of the Tahoe, Eldorado,
Toiyabe National Forests are hereby modi-
fied to exclude those lands with the bound-
aries of the Lake Tahoe Basin National For-
est.

(d) The Secretary of Agriculture is author-
ized to make corrections or adjustments in
the boundaries of the Tahoe, Eldorado,
Toiyabe, and Lake Tahoe Basin National
Forests for administrative purposes.

SEC. 3. LAND MANAGEMENT PLANNING.

(@) The Land and Resource Management
Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin Management
Unit dated December 2, 1988, shall constitute
the land management plan required by sec-
tion 6 of the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Planning Act of 1974, as
amended by the National Forest Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. 1604).

(b) Nothing in this Act shall require the
Forest Service to amend or revise—

(1) the land and resource management plan
dated December 2, 1988, or its associated en-
vironmental impact statement, or to prepare
a new plan or associated environmental im-
pact statement; or

(2) any draft or final land and resource
management plan or associated environ-
mental impact statement for the Tahoe, El-
dorado or Toiyabe National Forests.

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) Any reference to the Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit in any existing statute,
regulation, manual, handbook, or otherwise
shall be deemed a reference to the Lake
Tahoe Basin National Forest.

(b) Nothing in this Act shall affect—

(1) any provisions of Public Law 96-551 (94
Stat. 3233), giving Congressional consent to
the Tahoe Planning Compact;

(2) any provisions of Public Law 96-586 (94
Stat. 3381), an Act to provide disposal of cer-
tain Federal lands in the Lake Tahoe Basin,
commonly called the Burton-Santini Act; or

(3) valid existing rights of persons holding
any authorization, permit, option or other
form of contract existing on the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(c) Notwithstanding the distribution re-
quirements of payments under the Act of
May 23, 1908 (Ch. 192, 35 Stat. 251, as amend-
ed), distribution of receipts from the Eldo-
rado, Tahoe, Toiyabe, and Lake Tahoe Basin
National Forests shall be based upon the Na-
tional Forest boundaries that existed prior
to enactment of this Act, as though the Lake
Tahoe Basin National Forest does not exist.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DooLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MiL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.R.
2122, sponsored by Mrs. VucAaNoViICcH of
Nevada, which would change the des-
ignation of the Lake Tahoe Basin Man-
agement Unit to the Lake Tahoe Basin
National Forest.

The Lake Tahoe Basin Management
Unit is made up of portions of three na-
tional forests, including the Tahoe and
Eldorado National Forests in Califor-
nia and the Toiyabe National Forest in
Nevada. Since 1973, the Forest Service
has administered these lands—approxi-
mately 152,000 acres—as a single man-

H9961

agement unit. A land management plan
for the unit was adopted by the agency
in 1988.

H.R. 2122 would not change the way
the lands are managed. The bill was
amended by the Subcommittee on Na-
tional Parks, Forests and Lands to en-
sure that the designation encompasses
all lands included in the management
unit since it was established in 1973, as
requested by the administration and
agreed to by Mrs. VUCANOVICH. The ad-
ministration supports the bill in its
current form, and the Forest Service
supported similar legislation in the
102d Congress.

I urge the Members of the House to
approve this commonsense measure
that will clarify the designation of the

national forests in the Lake Tahoe
Basin.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we support this legisla-
tion, and the administration supports
it.

H.R. 2122 designates a new national forest,
the Lake Tahoe Basin National Forest, from
lands within the Tahoe, Eldorado, and Toiyobe
National Forests. Currently the lands, which
total about 152,000 acres, are designated as
the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit and
administered as a separate unit within the
three existing national forests in the area.

The administration supports the bill and we
have no objection to its consideration. H.R.
2122 is a name change only, it will not alter
how these lands are managed.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, | urge
passage of the bill. I have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DooLITTLE] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2122, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

NEVADA BOUNDARY CORRECTION

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2135) to provide for the cor-
rection of boundaries of certain lands
in Clark County, NV, acquired by per-
sons who purchased such lands in good
faith reliance on existing private land
surveys, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2135

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds and declares that:

(1) Certain landowners in the (North) Deca-
tur Boulevard area of Las Vegas and North
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Las Vegas, Clark County, Nevada, who own
property adjacent to lands managed by the
Bureau of Land Management have been ad-
versely affected by certain erroneous private
surveys.

(2) These landowners have occupied or im-
proved their property in good faith and in re-
liance on erroneous surveys of their prop-
erties that they believed were accurate.

(3) These landowners presumed their occu-
pancy was codified through an Eighth Judi-
cial District Court (Nevada) Judgment and
Decree filed October 26, 1989, as a ‘“‘friendly
lawsuit” affecting numerous landowners in
the (North) Decatur Boulevard area.

(4) The 1990 Bureau of Land Management
dependent resurvey and section subdivision
of sections 6, 7, 18, and 19, T. 19 S., R. 61 E.,
Mount Diablo Meridian, Nevada, correctly
established accurate boundaries between
such public lands and private lands.

(5) The Bureau of Land Management has
the authority to sell public lands which are
affected as a result of erroneous private sur-
vey and encroachments existing as of the
date of this Act as it affects T. 19 S., R. 61 E.,
sections 18 and 19, and T. 19 S. R. 60 E., sec-
tion 13 and 24, if encroachments based on the
same erroneous private survey are identified,
in accordance with this Act.

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF LANDS.

(a) CLAIMS.—Within one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the city of Las
Vegas on behalf of the owners of real prop-
erty, located adjacent to the lands described
in subsection (b), may submit to the Sec-
retary of the Interior (hereafter in this Act
referred to as the ‘“‘Secretary’’) in writing a
claim to the lands described in subsection
(b). The claim submitted to the Secretary
shall be accompanied by—

(1) a description of the lands claimed;

(2) information relating to the claim of
ownership of such lands; and

(3) such other information as the Secretary
may require.

(b) LANDs DEscRIBED.—The lands described
in this subsection are those Federal lands lo-
cated in the Bureau of Land Management
Las Vegas District, Clark County, Nevada, in
sections 18 and 19, T. 19 S., R. 61 E., Mount
Diablo Meridian, as described by the depend-
ent resurvey by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment accepted May 4, 1990, under Group No.
683, Nevada, and subsequent supplemental
plats of sections 18 and 19, T. 19 S., R. 61 E.,
Mount Diablo Meridian, as contained on
plats accepted November 17, 1992. Such lands
are described as (1) government lots 22, 23, 26,
and 27 in said section 18; and (2) government
lots 20, 21, and 24 in said section 19, contain-
ing 29.36 acres, more or less.

(c) COoNVEYANCE.—The Secretary shall con-
vey all right, title, and interest of the United
States in and to the public lands described in
subsection (b) to the city of Las Vegas, Clark
County, Nevada, upon payment by the city
of fair market value based on a Bureau of
Land Management approved appraised mar-
ket value of the lands as of December 1, 1982,
and on the condition that the city convey
the effected lands to the land owners referred
to in subsection (a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. DooLITTLE] and the
gentleman from California [Mr. MiL-
LER] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. DOOLITTLE].

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.
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Mr. Speaker, within the city of Las
Vegas there are many areas where
longstanding property line disputes
exist. H.R. 2135 is meant to solve one of
the most difficult, which is along the
Decatur Boulevard alignment at the
border between the cities of Las Vegas
and North Las Vegas.

The original land surveys of the sub-
ject area were performed in 1881 and
1882. There is considerable evidence
that points set by the original Govern-
ment contract surveys were not stones
as called for in the official field notes,
but small mesquite stakes.

Originally, the poor surveys did not
affect anyone, but in the 1950’s develop-
ment began to move toward the outer
edges of Las Vegas. As years passed
and development increased it became
evident that severe discrepancies ex-
isted among the property surveys in
the area. In 1989, in response to citi-
zens’ concerns, the city of Las Vegas
commissioned a survey of the prop-
erties in an area 4 miles north to south
and 1 mile each side of Decatur Boule-
vard.

H.R. 2135 will resolve the longstand-
ing property line disputes that have
prevented the affected landowners from
being able to sell or even refinance
their homes and enjoys the support of
the BLM, the city of Las Vegas, and
the affected landowners.

O 1400
Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.
Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we support this legisla-
tion to correct these erroneous private
surveys and to straighten out the ac-
tual property ownership problems and
to provide for the conveyance of these
lands for fair market value to the adja-
cent owners or to others.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2135 deals with about 30
acres of land in Las Vegas that because of er-
roneous private surveys, has created prob-
lems for the adjacent private landowners who
thought the land was theirs and who found
that after accurate surveys were done that the
land actually belongs to the Federal Govern-
ment.

We have no objection to consideration of
the measure. The bill has been amended by
the Resources Committee to provide for the
sales of these parcels to the adjacent private
landowners, based on the fair market value of
the property at the time these survey errors
were brought to the attention of the Bureau of
Land Management. With that change the ad-
ministration has no problems with the bill.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased to see the House take up H.R. 2135,
legislation | have introduced to make boundary
corrections along Decatur Boulevard in Las
Vegas and North Las Vegas.

Landowners along Decatur approached me
last year with the problem that H.R. 2135 ad-
dresses. It seems that the original survey con-
ducted in the area in the late 1800’s was defi-
cient. Subsequent surveys based on that first
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one, and upon which people bought land
along Decatur, were in error due to that initial
botched survey. Since there are no liens on
any of the property, the usual title searches
performed at the time of purchase did not
show problems with the titles. However, sub-
sequent to the purchases of the properties, it
was discovered that the property lines are
drawn incorrectly.

The cities of Las Vegas and North Las
Vegas have spent a lot of time and money try-
ing to correct the erroneous boundaries and
make the homeowners whole. And they have
been largely successful, in that the bulk of
people affected by the boundary error have
had their property boundaries adjusted. Unfor-
tunately, however, for about 20 homeowners,
the land in question involves Federal land
managed by the BLM. Since Las Vegas and
North Las Vegas have no jurisdiction over the
BLM land, these boundary errors can only be
corrected by Congress.

Mr. Speaker, this situation has created a
nightmare for those who, in good faith, bought
property along Decatur Boulevard. They don't
own the land they thought they paid for; in
some cases, almost one-third of the land actu-
ally belongs to the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. Today's consideration of H.R. 2135
caps the efforts of many years by the cities of
Las Vegas and North Las Vegas to put to rest
the issue by resolving the boundary dispute
along Decatur Boulevard, and | urge my col-
leagues to support the measure.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, | urge
the passage of the bill, and | yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WICKER). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. DooLITTLE] that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2135, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ““A bill to provide for the re-
lief of certain persons in Clark County,
Nevada, who purchased lands in good
faith reliance on existing private land
surveys.”

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

HANFORD REACH PRESERVATION
ACT

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |

move to suspend the rules and pass the

bill (H.R. 2292) to preserve and protect

the Hanford Reach of the Columbia

River, and for other purposes, as
amended.
The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2292

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

TITLE I—HANFORD REACH
PRESERVATION ACT
SEC. 101. AMENDMENT OF PUBLIC LAW 100-605.

Section 2 of Public Law 100-605 is amended as
follows:

(1) By striking “INTERIM” in the section
heading.

(2) By striking ‘““For a period of eight years
after’” and inserting ““After”” in subsection (a).
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(3) By striking in subsection (b) ‘“‘During the
eight year interim protection period, provided by
this section, all’” and inserting ““All’".

TITLE II—LAMPREY WILD AND SCENIC

RIVER ACT
SEC. 201. DESIGNATION.

Section 3(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
(16 U.S.C. 1274(a)) is amended by adding the fol-
lowing new paragraph at the end thereof:

““(157) LAMPREY RIVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE.—
The 11.5-mile segment extending from the south-
ern Lee town line to the confluence with the
Piscassic River in the vicinity of the Durham-
Newmarket town line (hereinafter in this para-
graph referred to as the ‘segment’) as a rec-
reational river. The segment shall be adminis-
tered by the Secretary of the Interior through
cooperative agreements between the Secretary
and the State of New Hampshire and its rel-
evant political subdivisions, namely the towns
of Durham, Lee, and Newmarket, pursuant to
section 10(e) of this Act. The segment shall be
managed in accordance with the Lamprey River
Management Plan dated January 10, 1995, and
such amendments thereto as the Secretary of the
Interior determines are consistent with this Act.
Such plan shall be deemed to satisfy the require-
ments for a comprehensive management plan
pursuant to section 3(d) of this Act.”.

SEC. 202. MANAGEMENT.

(a) COMMITTEE.—The Secretary of the Interior
shall coordinate his management responsibilities
under this Act with respect to the segment des-
ignated by section 3 with the Lamprey River Ad-
visory Committee established pursuant to New
Hampshire RSA 483.

(b) LAND MANAGEMENT.—The zoning ordi-
nances duly adopted by the towns of Durham,
Lee, and Newmarket, New Hampshire, including
provisions for conservation of shorelands,
floodplains, and wetlands associated with the
segment, shall be deemed to satisfy the stand-
ards and requirements of section 6(c) of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act, and the provisions of
that section, which prohibit Federal acquisition
of lands by condemnation, shall apply to the
segment designated by section 201 of this Act.
The authority of the Secretary to acquire lands
for the purposes of this paragraph shall be lim-
ited to acquisition by donation or acquisition
with the consent of the owner thereof, and shall
be subject to the additional criteria set forth in
the Lamprey River Management Plan.

SEC. 203. UPSTREAM SEGMENT.

Upon request by the town of Epping, which
abuts an additional 12 miles of river found eligi-
ble for designation as a recreational river, the
Secretary of the Interior shall offer assistance
regarding continued involvement of the town of
Epping in the implementation of the Lamprey
River Management Plan and in consideration of
potential future addition of that portion of the
river within Epping as a component of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.

TITLE IHI—WEST VIRGINIA NATIONAL
RIVERS AMENDMENTS OF 1996
SEC. 301. AMENDMENTS PERTAINING TO THE
NEW RIVER GORGE NATIONAL
RIVER.

(a) BOUNDARIES.—Section 1101 of the National
Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C.
460m-15) is amended by striking out “NERI-
80,023, dated January 1987’ and inserting
““NERI1-80,028A, dated March 1996°".

(b) FiIsH AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT.—Sec-
tion 1106 of the National Parks and Recreation
Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 460m-20) is amended by
adding the following at the end thereof: “The
Secretary shall permit the State of West Virginia
to undertake fish stocking activities carried out
by the State, in consultation with the Secretary,
on waters within the boundaries of the national
river. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as
affecting the jurisdiction of the State of West
Virginia with respect to fish and wildlife.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Title XI of
the National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978
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(16 U.S.C. 460m-15 and following) is amended by

adding the following new section at the end

thereof:

“SEC. 1117. APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF OTHER
LAW.

‘“(a) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The provi-
sions of section 202(e)(1) of the West Virginia
National Interest River Conservation Act of 1987
(16 U.S.C. 460ww-1(e)(1)) shall apply to the New
River Gorge National River in the same manner
and to the same extent as such provisions apply
to the Gauley River National Recreation Area.

““(b) REMNANT LANDS.—The provisions of the
second sentence of section 203(a) of the West
Virginia National Interest River Conservation
Act of 1987 (16 U.S.C. 460ww-2(a)) shall apply to
tracts of land partially within the boundaries of
the New River Gorge National River in the same
manner and to the same extent as such provi-
sions apply to tracts of land only partially with-
in the Gauley River National Recreation Area.”’.
SEC. 302. AMENDMENTS PERTAINING TO THE

GAULEY RIVER NATIONAL RECRE-
ATION AREA.

(a) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 205(c) of
the West Virginia National Interest River Con-
servation Act of 1987 (16 U.S.C. 460ww-4(c)) is
amended by adding the following at the end
thereof: “‘If project construction is not com-
menced within the time required in such license,
or if such license is surrendered at any time,
such boundary modification shall cease to have
any force and effect.””.

(b) GAULEY AcCcCESs.—Section 202(e) of the
West Virginia National Interest River Conserva-
tion Act of 1987 (16 U.S.C. 460ww-1(e)) is
amended by adding the following new para-
graph at the end thereof:

““(4) Access TO RIVER.—(A) In order to facili-
tate public safety, use, and enjoyment of the
recreation area, and to protect, to the maximum
extent feasible, the scenic and natural resources
of the area, the Secretary is authorized and di-
rected to acquire such lands or interests in lands
and to take such actions as are necessary to
provide access by noncommercial entities on the
north side of the Gauley River at the area
known as Woods Ferry utilizing existing roads
and rights-of-way. Such actions by the Sec-
retary shall include the construction of parking
and related facilities in the vicinity of Woods
Ferry for noncommercial use on lands acquired
pursuant to paragraph (3) or on lands acquired
with the consent of the owner thereof within the
boundaries of the recreation area.

““(B) If necessary, in the discretion of the Sec-
retary, in order to minimize environmental im-
pacts, including visual impacts, within portions
of the recreation area immediately adjacent to
the river, the Secretary may, by contract or oth-
erwise, provide transportation services for non-
commercial visitors, at reasonable cost, between
such parking facilities and the river.

““(C) Nothing in subparagraph (A) shall affect
the rights of any person to continue to utilize,
pursuant to a lease in effect on April 1, 1993,
any right of way acquired pursuant to such
lease which authorizes such person to use an ex-
isting road referred to in subparagraph (A). Ex-
cept as provided under paragraph (2) relating to
access immediately downstream of the
Summersville project, until there is compliance
with this paragraph the Secretary is prohibited
from acquiring or developing any other river ac-
cess points within the recreation area.”.

SEC. 303. AMENDMENTS PERTAINING TO THE
BLUESTONE  NATIONAL  SCENIC
RIVER.

(a) BOUNDARIES.—Section 3(a)(65) of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)(65)) is
amended by striking out ‘“WSR-BLU/20,000, and
dated January 1987 and inserting ‘“‘BLUE-
80,005, dated May 1996”°.

(b) PuBLIC AccCESss.—Section 3(a)(65) of the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C.
1274(a)(65)) is amended by adding the following
at the end thereof: “‘In order to provide reason-
able public access and vehicle parking for public
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use and enjoyment of the river designated by
this paragraph, consistent with the preservation
and enhancement of the natural and scenic val-
ues of such river, the Secretary may, with the
consent of the owner thereof, negotiate a memo-
randum of understanding or cooperative agree-
ment, or acquire not more than 10 acres of lands
or interests in such lands, or both, as may be
necessary to allow public access to the
Bluestone River and to provide, outside the
boundary of the scenic river, parking and relat-
ed facilities in the vicinity of the area known as
Eads Mill.”.

TITLE IV—LIMITATION ON LAND ACQUISI-
TION: MISSOURI RIVER, NEBRASKA AND
SOUTH DAKOTA

The undesignated paragraph in section 3(a) of
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C.
1274(a)) relating to the 39-mile segment of the
Missouri River, Nebraska and South Dakota,
from the headwaters of Lewis and Clark Lake to
Ft. Randall Dam is amended by adding at the
end the following: ‘‘Notwithstanding section
6(a), lands and interests in lands may not be ac-
quired for the purposes of this paragraph with-
out the consent of the owner thereof.”.

TITLE V—TECHNICAL AMENDMENT TO

THE WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ACT
SEC. 501. NUMBERING OF PARAGRAPHS.

(a) DESIGNATIONS.—The unnumbered para-
graphs in section 3(a) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)), relating to each
of the following river segments, are each amend-
ed by numbering such paragraphs as follows:

Paragraph

River: Number
East Fork of Jemez, New Mexico ........ (109)
Pecos River, New MeXxiCO ................... (110)
Smith River, California ..................... (111)

Middle Fork Smith River, California (112)
North Fork Smith River, California ... (113)
Siskiyou Fork Smith River, California  (114)
South Fork Smith River, California ... (115)
Clarks Fork, Wyoming .........ccc.cceeeeuns (116)
Niobrara, Nebraska ...........ccc.ccoeeeunnen. (117)
Missouri River, Nebraska and South

DaKOota ....ccuneieiiiiiieee e (118)
Bear Creek, Michigan . (119)
Black, Michigan ...... (120)
Carp, Michigan .... (121)
Indian, Michigan ............ccccoevieieenns (122)
Manistee, Michigan .......................... (123)
Ontonagon, Michigan . (124)
Paint, Michigan ...... e (125)
Pine, Michigan ............c.ccocoiins (1